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OXFORD CELEBRATES 


‘Glowing report’ for schools department 


The Oxford Diocese’s Board of Education (ODBE) has 
been praised for the ‘outstanding support’ it gives 
to schools in a report which is the first of its kind. 
Schools are well used to being inspected, but this is 
the first time a Church of England Board of 
Education has laid itself open to a similar process. 
During their four-day visit to the Diocese last 
March, the review team, led by the Revd Canon 
John Hall, General Secretary Of the General Synod 
Board of Education, visited 26 schools, interviewed 
the Director of Education, Canon Tony Williamson, 
and his staff and interviewed officers of the nine 
Local Education Authorities (LEAs) with which our 
church schools are in partnership. 

In the resulting report, which was presented to the 
ODBE on May 4, Tony Williamson was praised for 
his ‘strong and imaginative leadership’. In his ten 
years as Director, he has built up a staff of ten pro- 


fessionals providing a range of services to the 279 
schools in their care. The core funding for this work 
comes from Diocesan Synod, but Tony’s achieve- 
ment has been to establish a trading company, 
Oxford Diocesan Educational Services, which sells 
the services to schools and LEAs, earning enough 
money to pay the salaries of eight of his ten staff. 
One of the few queries was in the area of religious 
education which the inspectors said did not appear 
to differ much from that found in LEA schools. 
Commenting on the report, ODBE’s chairman, the 
Revd Dr Jeremy Hurst, said, ‘This is a glowing 
report. We thought our staff were doing a very good 
job. Now we know they are. We were prepared for 
criticisms, but find that there are none. Instead 
there are a number of recommendations, which we 
welcome. We will study them carefully so as to 
improve our performance still further’. 



Christ Church Cathedral cele 


bration for the fifth anniversary 


of the first ordinations of women 


priests in the Oxford Diocese 

‘We are here to give thanks to God for 
five years of ordination of women to the 
priesthood, for the gifts they have 
brought to the Church and for the 
enlargement of our understanding of 
Christ’s priesthood that has come 
through this/ said the Bishop of Oxford. 
He was speaking on April 29 at Christ 
Church Cathedral at a special service of 
thanksgiving on the fifth anniversary of 
the ordination of women to the priest- 
hood. The celebrant was the Revd Elaine 
Bardwell, Vicar of New Marston, and the 
music was organised by the Revd Anne 
Ballard, Vicar of Ivinghoe. Seen arriving 
at the service (left from I to r) are: the 
Revd Rosanna Martin, Curate of Christ 
Church, Abingdon; Canon Judith Mount, 
Associate Priest, Shill Valley and 
Broadshire,^nd a former Associate 
Director of Ordinands and Adviser for 
Women’s Ordained Ministry; and the 
Revd Jen Lovering from Abingdon who is 
semi-retired but continues to lead 
quiet days. Photograph: Frank Blackwell 


WOMEN’S MINISTRY 




inside The 


Who is the real Vicar of Dibley? God 
in the life of Paul Nicolson Page 5 


Russell Stannard is one of 400 
‘licensed lay ministers* in this 
Diocese Pages 8,10 anc 


A wonderful opportunity for 
outreach: the Stoke Row Steam 
Rally on June 6 Pa, 


Queen at oldest college 

The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh attended a thanks- 
giving service at the University Church of St Mary the 
Virgin on Friday, May 21 at 11am to mark the 750th 
anniversary of the endowment of University College. The 
royal party were welcomed at the north door by the Vicar, 
Canon Brian Mountford. 

The preacher was Richard Burridge, Dean of King’s 
College, London. Lord Butler, Master of University College, 
read the lesson while the college chaplain, the Revd Bill 
Sykes led the prayers. Then the Bishop of Oxford gave the 
blessing before the Queen went on a walkabout in Radcliffe 
Square on her way to the Bodleian Library before lunch at 
University College in the High Street. 

The Queen is the Visitor of University College which 
claims to be the oldest college in Oxford. William of 
Durham gave 310 marks (about £200) to educate ten schol- 
ars in theology in 1249 and the college, whose former 
students include CS Lewis, was officially founded in 1280. 
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‘Churches Together in Buckinghamshire* started its 1999 
assembly on May 8 in Holy Cross Convent and school, 
moved to Gold Hill Baptist Church hall for lunch and 
ended with a service at All Saints*, Chalfont St Peter. At 
Holy Cross, the Revd Bill Snelson, General Secretary of 
Churches Together in England said we must not only 
share each others treasures but also consider what we 
are willing to give up to achieve unity. Before the final act 
of worship the eight County Presidents signed a 
Millennium pastoral letter reminding all 400 churches in 
Bucks and Milton Keynes of the importance of the coun- 
ty’s Pentecost 2000 event on June 10 and I I next year 
which could be one of the biggest in the country. 

The Presidents are pictured (standing l to r): Bishop Leo, Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Northampton, Revd Derek Wales, URC Wessex Province; Revd Roy 
Freestone retiring Baptist Superintendent; the Bishop of Buckingham, Revd 
Garth Rogers, Chairman Methodist London NW District; Douglas Butterfield 
Moderator of Churches Together.Seated: Lt Col William Main, Salvation 
Army and the Revd Roberta Rominger, URC Church. 


Sergeant major in the sky? 

The turbulence and anxiety in our society are painfully clear, so 
what can the Church do to reach the majority who seem unable to 
turn to it for answers or for comfort? This is the first in a series of 
summaries from last year’s ‘What’s Blocking Faith?’ conference 
organised by the Oxford Diocesan Advisory Group for Mission. 


I suspect that the real reasons why 
people do not believe are rather 
different from their stated rea- 
sons. Sometimes these have to do 
with circumstances in their own life 
or their attitudes but it is not that 
with which I am concerned here. I 
want to look at the non-philosophical 
objections to Christianity which peo- 
ple sometimes feel but find it 
difficult to articulate. 

Is Christianity boring? 

First of all there can sometimes be an 
intuition that Christianity is anti-life. 
Properly speaking just the opposite is 
true. Jesus said he came to give us life 
and give it to us more abundantly. 
Our faith should make us more truly 
and fully alive. But people have some 
times shied away or consciously 
revolted against it because they have 
experienced it as dead or death-deal- 
ing, casting a dull, grey pall over 
everything. As the poet Swinburne 
accused Jesus: ‘Pale Galilean, the 
world has grown grey in your breath*. 

This raises the question of what 
kind of God we are conveying to peo- 
ple. The God of the Hebrew scriptures 
is a God of loving kindness and this 
comes to its focus and revelatory cli- 
max in Jesus. But too often in our 
doctrines or attitudes we indicate the 


opposite. We cannot attribute to God 
less in the way of understanding and 
compassion than for example we have 
experienced in the best of human 


WHAT’S BLOCKING 
FAITH! 


The Bishop of 
Oxford writes 


parents. As Jesus said, if we human 
beings know how to give good gifts to 
our children, how much more does 
our heavenly Father know how to 
give them to us. The Bible is very 
uneven in its grasp of this truth, 
against which everything else must 
be measured. 

Then, thirdly, there is the basis of 
our ethical teaching. In a world that 
believed that hierarchy was divinely 
ordered and that obedience had the 
highest moral value, it was natural 
for Christianity to be conveyed in 
terms of command and obedience. 
But now that whole way of looking at 
life has been shattered. This does not 
mean to say that there is no truth in 
it. There is. But if we convey a God 
who comes across to people as noth- 
ing but a regimental sergeant major 


in the sky throwing his weight about 
and ordering people to do this, that 
and the other, no wonder people sim- 
ply shrug their shoulders and go 
away. I do not think we should jetti- 
son words like ‘command’ or 
‘obedience’, blit when we use them 
we will need to use them in a quali- 
fied way so that they do not convey 
the wrong impression. The wrong 
message means that Christian ethics 
will simply be rejected on the ground 
that it encourages infantilism. 

Good news or anti-life? 

In his history of the Church in the 
19th century, Alec Vidler said that 
the Victorian intellectuals who reject- 
ed Christianity did so not because of 
Biblical criticism or the rise of sci- 
ence, but because what Christianity 
called upon them to believe with a 
sense of its own superiority struck 
them as morally inferior to their own 
highest beliefs and standards. It is 
this moral criticism of Christianity 
which is so serious. Therefore we 
need to take people’s feelings and 
objections seriously in order that 
when we try to convey the good news, 
it really does come across as good 
news and not something which is 
anti-life, dehumanising or reinforc- 
ing of immaturity. To proclaim Christ 
afresh in our time, as the introduc- 
tion to the Declaration of Assent says, 
means more than simply hunting for 
fresh images and metaphors, though 
that is certainly involved. It means 
trying to understand the attitudes 
and outlook of the people of our time 
in order that they may begin to 
understand what it is that we wish to 
share. 


The Field Lane 

Homeless Families Centre 

48 Mecklenburgh Square, King’s Cross, London. 



=&= Will you help a refugee family? 

| FIELD LANE FIELD LANE - over 157 years of Christian caring 

[To: Janet Werner, Field Lane Homeless Families Centre, 48 MeckienburgTS^ 

jl’d like to help! Here is my donation of £ 

iName 

: Address 


Postcode Send me more info 


Voluntary 

Representatives 

Bible Society is an international fund raising and 
campaigning charity working in over 200 different 
countries. For nearly 200 years we have been 
devoted to communicating God's word in a real and 
lively way. 

We are looking for Volunteer Representatives to join 
our growing team. You will - 

• Have a strong Christian commitment and be a 
member of a local church 

• Have a passion for the Bible and love to see lives 
being changed. 

• Have a little spore time on a regular basis and 
want to serve God and His church 

As a representative you will be involved in raising 
financial and prayer support from local churches and 
support groups in your area. We will provide full 
training and expenses. 

If you would like to help Bible Society in this ministry, 
then details and application forms are available from: 

Pippa Kille, 

Bible Society, Stonehill Green, Westlea, 
SWINDON, Wiltshire SN5 7DG 
Telephone: 01793 418100 

PS - want more information about us? 

Why not visit our web-site at: 
www.biblesociety.org.uk. 

Bible Society is a registered charity No 232759 


Students 
Exploring 
Marriage Initiative 

Concerned about the 
relevance of marriage today? 

Faced with the opportunities and problems of 
marriage, many young people grapple with 
questions about their future relationships but find 
few satisfying answers. The Students Exploring 
Marriage Initiative is based upon the principle that 
if students can have in-depth dialogues with 
married couples they can come to their own 
realistic conclusions about the relevance of 
Christian marriage in our society today. 

The post of Director 

The Initiative Director will be responsible for 
leading the rapidly growing Initiative from its 
launch as an independent charity, developing a 
national profile within the next 3 years. The 
suitable person will have been married and have a 
belief in marriage, be a practising Christian, 
professionally qualified and experienced in 
education, with management and administrative 
experience and an interest in young people. 

Salary: up to £35,000 for the right person. 
Applications to be received by 1 4 June, 1 999. 

Further information and application forms from: 

The Grubb Institute, Cloudesley Street, 

London, N I OHU 
Tel. 0171- 278 8061 

Fax 0 1 7 1 -278 0728 GRUBB 

UlNSTITUTECn 
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PACT lecture grasps 
nettle of child neglect 

‘Sometimes we are so concerned with being sympathetic to the par- 
ents that we fail to grasp the nettle that their children are not doing 
well,’ said Professor Olive Stevenson of Nottingham University. An 
authority on the protection of vulnerable children and adults, she 
delivered the first Parents and Children Together (PACT) Lecture on 
the subject of ‘Child Neglect’. 

On May 12 in the glorious surroundings of the Long Gallery at 
Englefield House, Theale, Professor Stevenson told an audience which 
included senior professionals from social services and local authori- 
ties and the deputy mayor and mayoress of Windsor that child 
neglect was now top of the child protection agenda. 

She spoke of four kinds of neglect: the physical neglect which tends 
to hit the headlines; the less recognised lack of adequate health care; 
a lack of cognitive and intellectual stimulation which means that 
when children arrive at school they already have special needs and 
neglect of social skills so that children don’t know how to behave. 

Despite this formidable list of deficiencies and disadvantages which 
were costly both in emotional and financial terms, she said that there 
had been a marked lack of progress. A major problem was the diffi- 
culty in assessing the degree of neglect so an assessment ‘checklist of 
well-being’ was being developed covering areas such as health, educa- 
tion and social relationships. 

The question of partnership with parents could also create difficul- 
ties. Social workers tended to be sympathetic towards parents who 
might be struggling as a result of their own needs. But ‘the clock is 
ticking and children are not getting what they need at a crucial stage 
in their life,’ Professor Stevenson said. The judicial system were also 
uncertain about the threshold for intervention and a way had to be 
found to present orderly accounts of the children’s developmental 
stages to the court ‘not just pictures of bruises’. 

There seemed to be a stark choice between leaving neglected chil- 
dren at home or taking them away, said Professor Stevenson who 
ended her remarkably succinct lecture on a cautionary note. While 
organisations like PACT offered endless possibilities for day care; we 
should always be aware that intervention may become necessary for 
the child’s sake. 

The woman who never forgot 

Professor Stevenson’s lecture was preceded by PACT’S AGM when 
Director, Yvette Gayford, gave examples of how PACT is making a sig- 
nificant difference to family life. She told a story which she said 
encapsulated all that PACT aimed to do. A woman who had once been 
given support at a drop-in centre run by PACT never forgot how she 
had been helped when her life was at a crossroads. When a PACT 
trustee decided to run the Reading half-marathon to raise funds, he 
found one local company exceptionally supportive. It turned out that 
their chief fundraiser, a senior person in the firm, was the woman 
who had called at the centre. 

PACT (Parents and Children Together) used to be known as the Oxford Diocesan 
Council for Social Work. 


Flowers for Cranmer 



Prudence Dailey, vice chairman of the Oxford 
branch of The Prayer Book Society, lays a wreath 
at the Martyrs’ Memorial in Oxford in memory 
of Archbishop Thomas Cranmer who was 
burned at the stake in Broad Street on March 
21,1 556. She was marking the 450th anniversary 
ofThomas Cranmer’s Book of Common Prayer. 


Church football team wins promotion 

St Mary’s, Thame FC have won promotion after a comfort- 
able 6-1 victory over the Marlow-based River Church on May 
7. After a poor start which saw the team lose three of their 
first four matches this season, St Mary’s have finished 
strongly, winning five of their last six games to finish as 
Division Two runners-up behind Old Headington. The team 
is looking forward to their first season in Division One 
against the best church teams in Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire. 

The team joined the Chiltern Churches League in 1994 and 
were Division Three Champions the following season. 


Diocesan group praised for 
racial justice work 

The Diocese has been commended for 
the work being done by its Committee 
for Racial Justice. Last month the 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s Committee 
on Minority Ethnic Anglican Concerns 
(CMEAC) spent two days in the Diocese 
monitoring the work of its boards and 
councils, and in particular its applica- 
tion of the recommendations contained 
in two CMEAC reports. Seeds of Hope and 
The Passing Winter. 

At the end of their visit, CMEAC told 
the Bishop’s Council that they had iden- 
tified good practice in the Diocese and 
commended the work currently being 
done by the Diocesan Committee for 
Racial Justice and the South Ascot 
Racial Justice team. Since its inception 
in 1987, CMEAC has worked with 
churches to identify and combat insti- 
tutional racism 


Jubilee walk to Koln 

Supporters of the Jubilee 2000 
campaign, which calls for the 
cancellation of the unre- 
payable debt of some of the 
world’s poorest countries, are 
walking 400 miles across 
Europe in order to reach Koln 
(Cologne) in Germany on 
September 18, to coincide with 
a meeting of the G8 leaders of 
the worlds’ richest nations. 
The walkers will be passing 
through Milton Keynes this 
month and are inviting peo- 
ple to join the march for a few 
miles. They will be at Milton 
Keynes’ civic offices at 2pm on 
June 2 blowing Jubilee horns 
and waving banners! 

To find out more contact 
Mark and Simon Topping on 
0121 783 3259. 


Barbara welcomed as first director of industrial chaplaincy 


On Friday May 14 at St Michael at 
the Northgate in Oxford, Barbara 
Hayes was commissioned as the 
first Director of the Oxford 
Industrial Chaplaincy. 

The Revd Dr Stephen Pix welcomed 
a gathering of over 90 people and 
five denominational church leaders 
to the service, and the Revd Hugh 
Lee outlined the background to the 
post before presenting Barbara to 
the Revd Philip Beuzeval, 
Superintendent of the Oxford 
Methodist Circuit; the Very Revd 
Canon Tom Farrell, Roman Catholic 
Episcopal Vicar in Oxfordshire; the 
Rt Revd Richard Harries, Bishop of 
Oxford; the Revd Geoffrey 
Reynolds, General Superintendent, 
Baptist Union Southern Area and 
the Revd Derek Wales, Moderator, 
United Reformed Church Wessex 
Province. 


Each of them asked Barbara to 
affirm her faith and dedication to 
her new role to which she answered 
clearly and positively. After the 
commissioning prayer by Bishop 
Richard, Barbara was welcomed by 
representatives of the sponsoring 
churches, the Deputy Lord Mayor 
and representatives of other organi- 
sations she will be working with. 

It was evident from the warm 
response and positive comments 
that Barbara is well known and 
popular and this bodes well for her 
future ministry. Following the 
Gospel reading from Matthew 20 
on the fair payment of wages, 
Barbara spoke of her vision for the 
work with an emphasis on visiting 
the workplace and the develop- 
ment of unity. 

Dorothy Fox 

Dorothy is a member of the BSR team 


Art meets Christianity in Oxford 

A major art event comes to Oxford this summer 
with the holding of the Art and Christian Enquiry 
(ACE) International Conference on July 19 to 21. 

ACE started in London in 1991 to provide a forum 
where the rapidly growing numbers of those inter- 
ested in the encounter between the arts and 
Christianity could share interests, projects and 
concerns. Members from all over the world include 
artists, academics, clergy and theologians. 

The Oxford conference is being organised by an 
English planning group headed by the Revd Alan 
Doig, Chaplain and Fellow of Lady Margaret Hall. 

Its theme is ‘Art and the Prophetic Vision’. 

In addition to the main conference there will be 
a series of open lectures. On July 19 Dr Neil 
MacGregor Director of the National Gallery will 
speak at the Ashmolean Museum, and the next day 
the Christ Church Picture Gallery will host a lec- 
ture by Marina Warner on ‘Sibyls and the 
Prophetic Vision’. Finally at the Museum of 
Modern Art Professor Michael Morris will speak on 
‘Film and the Prophetic Vision’. The lectures start 
at 5pm and admission is £3 in advance or £5 on 
the door. Details from Dr Doig on 01865 284 206. 


Ah-oh: It’s the Revd Tinky-Winky! 

‘Wandering round the parish dressed as a Teletubby is 
disconcertingly liberating. In a purple ‘Tinky-Winky’ 
costume you can get away with shouting ‘Ah-oh* and 
waving at cars, activities you certainly couldn’t get 
away with in a dog collar’ said the Revd John Wall, 
Vicar of St George the Martyr, Newbury. 

John was taking part in a Millennium Yomp to cele- 
brate St George’s Patronal Festival and to raise money 
for the development project . The aim was to walk 2000 
km in 48 hours starting at 6pm on Friday, April 23 and 
finishing at the patronal festival on the Sunday. In all 
140 people did 646 laps of a two-mile circuit which had 
previously been measured out by the organiser, Terry 
Rayson. By the deadline 2100 km had been walked, and 
over £2000 had been raised. During the service a book 
of the walkers’ names was offered up on the altar with 
the bread and wine. ‘One positive spin-off was the 
warm support shown by the local community. Seeing 
groups of Christians doggedly marching through the 
streets at all hours really showed our neighbours that 
we are a church literally on the move’, John said. 


news in brief 


The Mothers’ Union branch at All Saints, Boyne 
Hill, Maidenhead, is 100 years old. ‘We hope to 
remain an integral part of All Saints for anoth- 
er hundred years,’ said branch leader Ena 
Jonejs. 

Four hundred Christians attended 
Interserve’s 1999 conference in Swanwick, 
last month. The main speaker, Peter Lewis 
of the Cornerstone Church, Nottingham, 
addressed the three topics of: a lost world 
that needs a light; a Christ who is the light; 
and a people that shines the light. 
Interserve has 155 partners from England 
and Wales, and 43 volunteers on their 
short-term mission programme ‘On Track,* 
but still has 300 vacancies to fill. 

On May 15 a peal of Grandsire Triples was rung 
at St Leonard’s, Watlington in memory of the 
Revd Frank Lewis who worked in the Diocese 
for 35 years. He was Vicar of Watlington from 
1951-1965. 

Sage, Oxford’s environmental group, is 
holding an open air service at 10.30am at St 
Clement’s Church and a city centre walk on 
June 6, Conservation Sunday. Information 
from Sage on 01865 727924. 

The Christian disability organisation Through 
the Roof will be promoting its ‘Wheels for the 
World* programme at the Mobility Roadshow 
on June 25-27 at the Transport Research 
Laboratory, Crowthorne. The Roadshow is the 
world’s largest mobility event for disabled and 
elderly people (0181 943 5343). Wheels for the 
World takes refurbished wheelchairs to people 
in developing countries (01344 770946). 

Revival Fire is a three-day conference for 
people in church leadership. It takes place 
from June 11- 15 in Witney. Speakers 
include Gerald Coates and Ken Gott. Tickets 
costing £10 are available from Ian Horswell, 
37 Donnington Place, Wantage 0X12 9YE. 

The council of St George’s School, Windsor 
Castle, has appointed Roger Jones as its next 
Head Master. Mr Jones, who will take up his 
appointment in July 2000, has been headmas- 
ter of Davenies School in Beaconsfleld since 
1992. St George’s School traces its origins to the 
foundation of the Garter in 1348. 

The Missions to Seamen, known to seafar- 
ers by its distinctive Flying Angel flag, is 
organising a cruise on the Thames to raise 
funds for its worldwide ministry caring for 
the spiritual and practical welfare of sea- 
men in 300 ports. Tickets for the cruise on 
The Elizabethan on July 15 cost £35, includ- 
ing food and entertainment, and are 
available on 0171 834 2902. 
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CLERICAL DRESS 


Cassocks, 
Gowns, 
Hoods 
and all 
Clerical 
Attire 


Bespoke and Ready to Wear Tailoring, 
Eveningwear, Legal and Academic Wear 


Prices on request 

119 HIGH STREET, OXFORD OXI 4BX 
TEL: 01 865 242756 FAX: 01 865 245904 
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SIR JAMES COBBAN 1 4 September 1910-19 April 1 999 


I first met James Cobban in 1976, 
when as a newly ordained curate in 
Bicester, I was invited to become a 
junior sub-editor of ODM - The DOOR’S 
predecessor. James, by then retired 
from his Headmastership of Abingdon 
School and now a key layman in the life 
of the Diocese, was already a member 
of ODM’s editorial board. 

‘ One of the great post- 
war headmasters * 

I quickly found - as had so many young 
boys and men before me - that here was a 
wise, concerned, reliable and fiercely loyal 
friend. He worked with tireless efficiency 
and expected you to do the same, but he 
backed you up all the way and his own 
example was a marvellous inspiration. It 
was no coincidence that of all of us who 
had been involved with ODM, James made 
the transition to The DOOR’S newspaper 
style most easily. He contributed regularly 
and tellingly both to this paper, and to 
Salisbury’s equivalent, Sarum Link. To ener- 
gy, loyalty and commitment, add 
nimbleness of mind. 

After a childhood and grammar school 
education in Yorkshire, he read Classics at 
Jesus College, Cambridge and began his 
teaching career in Southampton, moving to 
Dulwich College for three years before the 
War. He served in the Intelligence Corps and 
married Lorna Marlowe in 1942 - by all 
accounts a very happy marriage which 
ended in her premature death 19 years later, 
and which produced four daughters, and a 
son who died in an accident aged 2. 

In 1947, having sorted out German local 
government in the immediate post-war peri- 
od, he returned to education. At the age of 
36 he became Headmaster of Abingdon and 
stayed there till he retired in 1970. 

That was the point at which his service 
to this Diocese really began - a Reader who 
preached with vigour (and volume), lay 
chairman of the Diocesan Synod, General 
Synod member, Crown Appointments 
Committee, Pastoral Committee, Bishop’s 
Council - you name it and the chances are 
James was on it. 

I know from the time when I was Bishop’s 
Chaplain how much Bishop Patrick Rodger 
valued his wisdom, dedication and friend- 
ship. The extent to which others valued him 


similarly is demonstrated by his knight- 
hood in 1982. Bishop Richard told me just 
before James’ funeral how conscious the 
"Diocese still was of all that James has done 
for it. 

He moved to Sherborne in 1983, where 
he continued his preaching and teaching 
ministry, his contact with schools and his 
interest in ecclesiastical journalism. He 
came to preach for me in Taplow in 1987, 
with none of his fire diminished, and then l 
followed him to Salisbury Diocese in 1990. 

The last months have been difficult fol- 
lowing a stroke but he never once 
complained. I read to him from the daily 
newspaper when I was visiting him a few 
months ago. He spoke very little, but the 
occasional bark of ‘good’, ‘yes’ or ‘no’ indi- 
cated that his mind was as forceful as ever. 



His firm faith never faltered, and I heard 
him tell his daughter Diana that he was still 
‘smiling inside’. 

What I remember most is short, spiky 
white hair, always neatly plastered down, a 
bristling moustache, a deceptively brusque 
style of speech, a booming voice, a great 
bark of a laugh, an astonishing energy, 
unfailing courtesy, an impatience with any- 
thing slipshod, pompous or bad-mannered, 
a quick mind, a vigorous pair of legs and a 
very deep understanding and compassion 
for others - particularly the young. I also 
remember a tender and mutually support- 
ive relationship with his sister Katie, who 


was with him from Lorna’s death onwards 
till her own, and a huge pride in his daugh- 
ters and grandchildren, his ex-pupils and 
any junior clergy who came within his 
orbit! 

His contribution over just under 90 years 
of life to his country, to education, the 
Church and to his family and friends has 
been immense and I, like most of us, can 
only claim to have known parts of it. 

Jonathan Meyrick 

Canon Jonathan Meyrick is Canon Pastor at Rochester 
Cathedral He is a former editor of the Oxford Diocesan 
Magazine , and from 1984 to 1990 was Team Vicar of 
Burnham with Dropmore, Hitcham and Taplow. 


Canon Raymond Nichols, a former 
editor of the ODM writes: 

James was a formidable member of the ODM 
Board. He provided stature, erudition, con- 
siderable knowledge of the Church and a 
powerful combination of wit and wisdom. 
His energy was unbounded. He managed 
with very little sleep, though he once told 
me he took a sleeping pill every night of his 
life. He once sent to my Rectory a former 
pupil whom he wished me to advise. The 
poor chap arrived pale and sweating. ‘I’ve 
been three paces behind Sir James for the 
past three hours,’ he said. The Church 
Triumphant has recently welcomed a power- 
ful and dynamic recruit. 

Eric Anderson, James 9 successor at 
Abingdon School and subsequently 
Headmaster of Eton and Rector of 
Lincoln College, Oxford, writes : 

James Cobban was one of the great post-war 
headmasters. He inherited a small grammar 
school almost unknown outside Berkshire 
and Oxfordshire and left it nearly 24 years 
later nationally known and three times the 
size. It was his own energy and vision that 
wrought the transformation. Colleagues 
were swept along by his enthusiasm and few 
headmasters of this century can have been 
better loved by their pupils. 

His Christian faith was strong. He was as 
good a preacher to the young as I have ever 
heard; he talked easily and frequently to 
classes and to larger assemblies about moral 
and theological issues, made values by which 


he lived his life clear to everyone and recom- 
mended them by word and deed to the 
young. He was through and through a good 
man. 

Hugh Randolph, a lay colleague in the 
Abingdon churches, writes: 

From his arrival in 1947 , James Cobban 
involved himself fully in the work of the 
church in Abingdon town and deanery. He 
was in demand as a preacher; he worked 
hard at the preliminary planning for what 
became The Abingdon Team Ministry, and 
right to the end, he enjoyed keeping in 
touch with church life here. In 1977, on 
receiving an invitation to join another com- 
mittee, he said that he had stopped counting 
at 32. Five years later he resigned from one 
of them when it became ‘left-wing, unilater- 
ist and began talking of a chairperson’. 

Michael St John Parker, Headmaster of 
Abingdon School, writes 

James Cobban was a remarkable man and 
an outstanding headmaster. He transformed 
Abingdon School in both size and quality 
and yet he was always a strong advocate of 
continuity, and remained within the tradi- 
tion of his classics-teaching predecessors. 
(His textbook, Civis Romanus Sum sold near- 
ly half a million copies in his lifetime). 

He had himself been brought up in the 
grammar school tradition, and he remained 
to the end of his life a passionate exponent 
of education as a means of self-improve- 
ment. He was a leading enthusiast for the 
Direct Grant Scheme, and after this had 
been abolished he took a major part in the 
creation of the Assisted Places Scheme 
which was intended to replace it. 

James Cobban will be remembered with 
great affection and deep respect by all those 
connected with Abingdon School. 


Memorial Service 

A memorial service for Sir James Cobban will be 
held at St Helen's Church, Abingdon on 
Wednesday July 7 at 3pm. Please park at 
Abingdon School where there will be tea after- 
wards (allow at least 15 minutes to walk to the 
church). Further details from Emma Curran on 
01235521563. 



ROWDYS 

Designers & Makers of Fine Furniture 


CUSTOM MADE FURNITURE 



Individually designed to compliment any environment. 

• Domestic 

• Offices 

• Boardrooms 

• Contract 

Free quotations for one-off commissions or complete schemes 

Regal Way, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 7BX 
01367 242264 


★★★★★★★★ 


Throughout the world children live 
and work on city streets, often 
begging or stealing to survive. Life 
on the streets is always harsh and 
difficult with constant exposure to 
threats of violence, exploitation, 
hunger and abuse. 

ChildHope is a British charity 
dedicated to improving the lives 
and defending the rights of street 
children worldwide. By offering 
street children access to their 
basic needs: food, shelter, 
clothing, medical care and 
emotional support ChildHope is 
offering street children a 

chanceto a positive future. 

■"TUB 

Your support can help ChildHope continue with its 
vital work and give more street children the chance to 
a life away from the streets. 

^ — — — — — — — — — — — — ——— ——— — — ——— — ~i 

Please use my gill to help street children worldwide. 

£10 £15 £25 £250 Other £ j 

Name . . . 

Address 

Postcode 



Please return to our freepost address CHILDHOPE, 
FREEPOST LON 13166, 

LONDON, EC1B ILH 

I 

For more information about our work please contact 
Mandie McKeown at: 

ChildHope, Lector Court, 151 Farringdon Rd, 
London EC1R 3AF Tel: 0171 833 9549 

c.mail:chuk(«)gn.apc.org or visit our website at www.childhopeuk.org 


FREE 

Bible correspondence diploma courses 
FREE tuition. Computer studies. Group or 
Personal studies for all. 

For more information contact: 

Action International Ministries (UK) 

79 Pen-y-Maes Ave, Rhyl LL18 4ED 
or Tel: 01745 331813 


O 

O 


(speakers; 

Miguel Escobar 
Paul Scanlon 
Paul & Priscilla Reid 
Gerald Coates 


Dave Kitchen 
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Malcolm Morgan & 
Team 

(children) 

Powerpack and 
Wdlly 


BROCHURE AND 
DETAILS FROM: 

Grapevine 99, 
257 Freeman Street, 
Grimsby, DN32 9DW 


313388/240071 
Fax: 01472 346186 
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Exploring the unknown 

God in the life of Paul Nicolson ( the real Vicar of Dibley!) 


Just when most people are thinking of 
a peaceful retirement, one of the 
Oxford Diocese’s best loved but most 
'turbulent priests’ is giving up his 
vicarage in the beautiful Hambleden 
Valley (where 'The Vicar of Dibley’ is 
filmed) to work for the poor in 
Poplar. Former champagne salesman, 
one-time member of the Bow group, 
ex-trade union activist and contem- 
plative, Paul Nicolson’s life has been 
unorthodox but remarkably seamless 

C hristianity is an affair of the 
heart.That is where you start. For 
my mind there is also a very big con- 
nection between contemplative prayer 
and social action. 

I do think that statement by Henri 
Nouwen ‘you can’t love issues but you can 
love people* is right. The love of people 
whoever they are, reveals to us how we 
should deal with issues. We know that 
peace means the well-being of people in 
villages, towns, cities and nations and their 
organisations within them. We know that 
justice means fairness and the sharing of 
resources and work so that no one is 
reduced to poverty by other people’s luxu- 
ry. It’s not my justice and my peace. It’s 
being aware of your own sinfulness and 
allowing the justice and peace of Jesus 
Christ to flow through you in the context 
of the circumstances and facts of today. 

The mystery of suffering 

One night, after I had been told I had a 
small cancer in my right ear, I found 
myself in a dreadful panic. A terminal dis- 
ease is a frightening thing. I began trying 
to pray myself out of my panic. The words 
that came to mind were from St John’s 
gospel, ‘perfect love casts out fear’. I saw 
that as the perfect love of God because 
that is the only perfect love there is. 

The mystery of suffering is left unan- 
swered in the Book of Job, and it is left 
unanswered in the Bible as a whole. In 
spite of all our longing for the world to be 
a better place we have war in Kosovo, nail 
bombs in Brixton, Brick Lane and Soho 
and young men in Denver so despairing of 


the world that in the name of Hitler they 
mow down their classmates with gun fire 
before shooting themselves. For me these 
are all reasons to stand firm; to engender 
hope in people by talking about and act- 
ing out the faith in an intimate friendship 
with a loving God. 

I am personally convinced that the God 
who loves me and whom I love does not 
punish people with calamity. A God who 
is love cannot do such a thing. Such a love 
supports and encourages us in the midst 
of disaster and resists the evil of it. 


The stability and faithfulness of that love 
in God is lived out for us on the cross and 



in the resurrection. God faithfully loves 
us. We respond with faithful love. As 
Christians we are called to stand like liv- 
ing stones to face the complexity and 
stress of this strange new world, to soak it 
in a realistic compassion and to innovate, 
support or implement policies which will 
relieve suffering and enhance life. 

Before I came to Hambleden Valley I 
had been floundering about trying to 
think of a theological framework for the 
trade union negotiations of the closed 


shop and the dismissal provisions of the 
1971 act. In fact I really got very muddled. 
Then someone lent me a little cottage in 
the Dordogne. I just picked up every book 
on theology I could lay hands on and just 
read and read in France and suddenly dis- 
covered liberation theology. 

It was exactly what I was up to and gave 
me everything I was looking for. 
Liberation theology puts peace and justice 
as the guiding principles of the church. It 
also puts social analysis very high in its 
way of looking at things. You try and find 
out what’s going on now in the world and 
find God in the world and work with peo- 
ple whoever they happen to be. I have 
been happy to work with anybody who 
will defend the poor or the oppressed. So I 
opposed the closed shop against the TUC 
but opposed the Poll Tax with the TUC. 

Peace and justice before politics 

I am politically independent, putting the 
interpretation of Biblical ideas of peace 
and justice into practice. For instance I 
have been working with lawyers who have 
been able to show that magistrates have 
unlawfully imprisoned well over 400 peo- 
ple for non-payment of Poll Tax which of 
course changed the habits of the magis- 
trates. Now we are lobbying for an 
amendment which will require govern- 
ment to take into account minimum 
income standards when they are settling 
the level of benefit, minimum wage and 
pensions. 

I didn’t have to retire for another three 
years but I found that I was doing more 
for the Zacchaeus 2000 Trust than I was 
actually doing parish work which wasn’t 
fair on the parish. What I am going to do 
is what I am doing now in High Wycombe. 
We have a contract with the magistrates 
court in High Wycombe to be ‘McKenzie 
Friends,* that is to help people prepare 
their means statements for the magis- 
trates. If someone genuinely cannot afford 
to pay a fine, the magistrate may reduce it 
or even let them off. The evidence is the 
means statement and we prepare that 
with the debtor and on occasion, with the 
permission of the magistrates, go on and 
speak with them and for them. It is vital 


that we extend that to other courts and I 
shall be spending time enabling that to 
happen in London and elsewhere. From 
that work it has also become clear that 
people cannot afford to live on the level of 
benefit they are receiving and we are also 
raising money to commission work at the 
Family Budget Unit in King’s College 
London to measure the minimum income 
required for healthy living. Other nations 
have minimum income standards; we 
haven’t and it is about time we did. 

Putting yourself on the line 

All the facts are out there, the conse- 
quences of bad law, the suffering it brings 
for people. That’s where Christians should 
engage without commitment to any polit- 
ical party but only commitment to people, 
peace and justice. You have to be prepared 
to study the details of the bills and the 
reports, to put yourself on the line which 
I do very often. I refused to pay my Poll 
Tax and you couldn’t be more on the line 
than that. I wish the Church was a more 
adventurous Church, a more dangerous 
and challenging and risky Church, facing 
the issues, ready to fail. 

After reading about the French worker 
priest movement at Cuddesdon 
Theological College, I went to see Robert 
Runcie, then the Principal and said ‘What 
shall I do?*. He said, ‘Let’s explore the 
unknown Paul,* and I have been exploring 
the unknown ever since*. 


More about the Revd Paul Nicolson 

Bom London 1 932; educated Uppingham 
School and Gunnery School, Washington, 
Connecticut; National Service commission; 
joined the family business importing, cham- 
pagne etc; churchwarden S$ Peter and Paul, 
Kimpton; member of the Bow Group - co- 
author of memorandum on licensing laws now 
on statute books; married Robina Dal!meyer,a 
musician and they had five children; 1 965-7 
Cuddesdon Theological College, decided to 
become a worker priest; curate at Farnham 
Royal; diploma in personnel management at 
Slough College of Technology; personnel 
manager for ICI - made redundant 1972 
(appealed to tribunal); 1974-80 first General 
Secretary Confederation of Employee 
Organisations which he helped to found, fought 
the closed shop; !982 - 1999 Group Vicar 
HambledenValley;directed Diocese’s Church 
Urban Fund Appeal; charismatic Diocesan 
Synod debater; won a battle to keep the village 
school in public use - it now provides holidays 
for city children; June 1999 moving to London 
to work for the Zacchaeus 2000 Trust of which 
he is chairman. How we shall miss him! 



Botl’s Love 
in Action ... 


urpnans 

Widows 


Where do we go from hereto! 

Will they ever return? 

Initially they need aid: tents and food, but 
what about the long term? 

• Homes for orphans & widows 

• Self Help projects 

Kingscare has set up a “Kosovo Orphans and Widows Fund” for the 
long term care of refugees who have lost fathers and husbands. Help 
will be provided back in Kosovo, in Albania or wherever needed. 

To help, please send a cheque to KINGSCARE, The King s Centre, 

High Street, Aldershot, GU11 1DJ or telephone 01252 333233 for 
information or to make a credit card donation. 

KINGSCARE exists to show God’s love to the world in practical ways. 
Registered charity number 1072613. 
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THEOLOGICAL 
BOOKS WANTED 

Wo always need to purchase 
large quantities of theology 
(and other subjects) any 
condition, language. 
Especially interested in 
libraries/ collections, early 
printed books, Bibles etc. and 
offers of single items 
welcome. Quotes without 
obligation in strict confidence. 

BECKHAM BOOKS 

Chilton Mount. Newton Road, 
Sudbury. Suffolk C0 10 2RS 

Tel: 017*7 373003/ Fa*: 017*7 375441 

E-mail: backhambooka@purplanat.co.uk. 

nr 

WASLEY 

MJLOlTC 
• OipAD 
OFHIGP 

Desper/Arlisl 
in Stained Glass 

CONSERVATOR 
AND 

RESTORATION 
SPECIALIST 

Jekphonelhcsmle 

01494 

773712 



STRUGGLING WITH YOUR SELF ASSESSMENT TAX RETURNS? 
ARE YOU PAYING TOO MUCH TAX? 

COME TO THE EXPERTS 

CLERGY TAXATION SERVICES 

Professional Tax Advisers for the busy clergyman • Over 30 years experience • Over 40 countrywide venues 
for that personal service • Reasonable rates • Variety of payment methods, including interest free instalments • 
Currently serving over 5000 clergy clients by a team of experienced tax staff. 

Ring, write, fax or E-mail us for further information 

Clergy Taxation Services, P.O. Box 31, Grantham, Lincolnshire NG31 8QU 
Tel: 01476 590012 - Fax 01476 590011 - E.mail: clergypeop@aol.com 
(main reception ext. 227) 


NEW ECLECTICS 1999 
CONFERENCE 

(Combining SEACC and ECLECTICS) 

FAMILY IN CRISIS 

Helping churches support the family 
For evangelical Anglican clergy and lay 
church workers. 

Join Bishop James Jones, David Field, 
Christina Baxter, Lance Pearson, Graham and 
Jackie Cray for an interesting, informative 
and stimulating Conference. 

The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, 
Derbyshire 

Monday 8th - Thursday 11th November. 
BOOK NOW! 

Write or phone for brochure to the 
Conference Administrator: 

Mrs Gill Morrison, The Rectory, Rectory Road, 
Rushden, Northants NN10 0HA 

Tel: 01933 312554 


Modern Churchpeople's 
Union 

87th Annual Conference 13-16 July 1999 

High Leigh Conference Centre, Hoddesdon 

Christianity and Poverty 
in the 21st Century 

Chair: The Revd Dr Michael H. Taylor 

former Director Christian Aid and President Selly Oak Colleges 
Speakers: Professor Christopher Rowland. Oxford 
Professor Bas de Gaay Fortman The Hague 
Dr Ulrich Duchrow Kairos Europa 
Professor Elaine Graham University of Manchester 
Brian Davies CAFOD 
Julie Lewis New Economics Foundation 
Dr Simon Taylor Lincoln Theological Institute 
For further information, contact Bookings Secretary 
The Revd Philip Harratt, The Vicarage. Chirbury, 
Montgomery, Powys SY15 6BN 
Tel/ Fax: 01938 561218 

Discounts available for MCU Members 

Charily No 281573 promoting the Modem Churchpeople's Union 


It 

UNION 

MtfkM 
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Live music on four stages / Visual and performing arts / Rock, pop, 
classical and jazz / Literature and poetry / Film and TV / Talks, 
worship and spiritual direction / Club, dance and DJ’s / Play and 
participation / Hu:manic youth zone / Skate park, sports & funfair / 
Childrens Festival / Shows for families / Free camping 


FRIDAY 

Blind Boys of 
Alabama 

Vigilantes of Love 
Boo Hewerdine 
Teatr Biuro Podrozy (Pol) 
Rory Motion 
Pelvis 

DJ Vadim (Ninja Tunes) 
Larry Hogan (Ireland) 
Big Band Children's Show 
Luigi Palumbo 
Abundant 
Zuba 


SATURDAY 

Asian Dub 
Foundation 

Jah Wobble's Deep Space 
Bruce Cockburn 
Why? 

Fono 

'Scratch' Creation (join in!) 
David Hemming Jazz 
Flamenco Puro 
Eddie Piller (Acid Jazz) 
Tree 

The Flying Chesticoffs (kids) 
Temple of Sound. 


SUNDAY 

World premiere of 
Creation Dream 

Communion for 10,000 
Martyn Joseph 
Andrea Hazel (Royal Opera) 
DJ Fuel 
lain Archer 
Blowup 
Steve 

Mr McFall's 
Chamber 

June Keener-Wink 
Dave Andrews 
John O’Donohue 
Bishop Leo Frade (Honduras) 
Cedar Duaybis (Palestine) 
Brother Bernard 


WEEKEND LONG SPEAKERS PROGRAMME WITH: / John Bell Ilona 




Community) / Dave Andrews (Christi-Anarchy) / Walter Wangerin (the Book of 
God) / Walter Wink / Bishop Leo Frade (Honduras) / Bruce Kent / Baroness 
Brenda Dean / John O’Donohue (Anan 
Cara) / Stephen Timms MP / Baroness 
Amos / Catherine Fox / Cedar Dubayis 
(Palestine) / Krupa Shinde (India) / 

Ann Pettifer (Jubilee 2000) / Dave 
Tomlinson / Brother Bernard. 

WORSHIP FROM: / Wild Goose (Iona) / Northumbria Community / Grace 
(London - alternative) / Sense (Lincoln) / Afro-Caribean. 

Campaigning with Christian Aid / Storytelling with the Bible Society. 


Cheltenham Racecourse 

Day tickets £16 - £22 Weekend tickets £36 - £62 (dependant on 
age/status) Book 10 tickets and get the nth free! 

Telephone bookings and information: 0845 8 450021 

www.greenbelt.org.uk 
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THE PETERTIDE ORDINATIONS 


T he I 2 ordinands featured on this page are a musical bunch. One was a full- 
time singer with the King’s Singers, another was a primary music teacher 
and now plays bass guitar in the college blues band, while a third was a 
professional opera singer before giving it up to get ordained! Please pray for them 
all. They will be ordained by the Bishop of Oxford at Christ Church Cathedral, 
Oxford on July 4 at 1 0.30am. The preacher will be the Rt Revd John Bone, former 
Bishop of Reading. Also, on July 10 at St Andrew’s, Headington at 1 0am, the Bishop 
of Ebbsfleet will ordain to the diaconate James Wilkinson. 

Please remember too those being ordained priests 

Also please remember in your prayers those being ordained priests. On July 10 at 
1 0am at St Andrew’s Headington, the Bishop of Ebbsfleet will ordain to the priest- 
hood Charles Card-Reynolds and Marcus Stewart. At St Andrew’s, Priestwood, 
Bracknell on July 3 at 3pm the Bishop of Reading will ordain Geoffrey Borrowdale. 
At Dorchester Abbey on July 4 at 10.30am the Bishop of Dorchester will ordain 
David Bouskill, James Grier and Vernon Orr.The preacher will be the Revd David 
Wenham.At Mary’s, Beaconsfield on July 4 at 10.30am the Bishop of Buckingham 
will ordain Jan Brookshaw, David Gosling, David Heath-Whyte and James Wallace. 
The preacher will be the Revd Nick Malony. At St Mary’s Reading on July 4 at 
1 0.30am the Bishop of Reading will ordain William Olhausen, Mark Ringer and Julia 
Wright.The preacher will be the Revd Colin Boswell. And at St Leonard, Eynsham 
on July 10 at 7.30pm the Bishop of Dorchester will ordain Matthew Sleeman. On 
this occasion the preacher will be the Revd David Wenham. 


Bruce 
Russell 

Now training at 
Ripon College, 

Cuddesdon, I 
am looking for- 
ward to joining 
the Bracknell 
Team Ministry 
as Assistant Curate. Before going to 
Cuddesdon I was a professional 
musician. After combining teach- 
ing with singing at Christ Church, 
Oxford and St George’s Chapel, 
Windsor, I sang full-time with the 
King’s Singers. My wife Alison and I 
have been worshipping at St Mary’s, 
Langley. I enjoy walking in the 
Chilterns and spending time with 
our sons, Oliver (8) and David (3). 



Colin Davis 

Kath and I 
have been 
married for 
nearly eight 
years and we 
have two sons, 

Christopher 
(4) and 

Matthew (1) who are great and 
keep us on our toes. 

I’ve really enjoyed my training at 
St John’s, Nottingham and we are 
all looking forward to moving 
back down to the Milton Keynes 
area where I will be taking up 
the position as Assistant Curate 
and Youth Minister at St Mary’s, 
Bletchley. 




Rosie Harper 

My previous professional life was as an opera 
singer, working both in this country and around 
Europe. Being both the daughter and the wife of 
a clergy person, I have a certain feel for what 
life in a vicarage involves. My three children 
will now have the embarrassment of both par- 
ents being clergy! I am to serve my title at the 
parish of St Mary’s, Amersham with All Saint’s, 
Coleshill. 



Susie Simpson 

I am married to Paul 
(who teaches deaf chil- 
dren) and we have three 
children, Jonathan (13), 
Robin (11) and Sophie (9). 
Paul and I met in Oxford 
as students so I am very 
pleased to be starting 
my ministry at All 
Saints, High Wycombe 
in the Oxford Diocese. 
Before Jonathan was 
born I was a primary 
music teacher, and 
music remains an impor- 
tant hobby. My latest 
acquisition is a bass gui- 
tar, which I currently 
play in the college blues 
band. 


Matthew Stafford 

Matthew is from St James 
the Great, Radley. He 
trained at Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon and attended 
Radley and Fitzharry’s 
Schools in Abingdon. 
After leaving school he 
worked in Ruddocks’ 
Fish & Chip shop! While 
training with Church 
Army in Sheffield he met 
his wife Julie, who is 
' Youth Evangelist in the 
Wheatley Team. He says 
he can’t wait to get start- 
ed at SS Anne and Peter 
in High Wycombe; the 
congregations are lovely 
and there is much work 
of the Kingdom to be 
done. 


Lorelie Farmer 

My professional inter- 
ests have been in 
education, psychology 
and spirituality, and my 
last position was as an 
associate professor in a 
Christian college in 
Massachusetts. My hus- 
band Larry is a technical 
consultant to the hear- 
ing- and 

visually-impaired. We 
have spent two reward- 
ing years in Durham, 
while I have trained at 
Cranmer Hall, and we 
now feel very blessed to 
be moving to St Nicholas 
Church, Newbury where 
I will serve my curacy. 


James Wilkinson 

I was born in Essex where 
my family still live. 
Having read theology at 
Westminster College in 
Oxford, I was assistant 
warden at Ecton Retreat 
House, and then parish 
assistant at Saffron 
Walden. For the last two 
years I have been at St 
Stephen’s House and also 
training in psychody- 
namic psychotherapy 
and counselling. My 
interests include wine- 
making, psychoanalytic 
literature and liturgy. I 
will serve my title at SS 
Peter and Paul, Wantage, 
with Holy Trinity, 
Charlton. 



Stuart Richards 

My name is Stuart 
Richards, I am 29 years 
old, and I was born in 
Aberystwyth. Most of 
my time since leaving 
school has been spent 
in university; I read phi- 
losophy at King’s 
College, London and 
theology at Keble 
College, Oxford, and I 
am currently studying 
for a Master’s degree in 
theology at Saint 
Stephen’s House, 
Oxford, where I am 
training for the priest- 
hood. I expect to serve 
my title at All Saints’, 
Reading. 



Jonathan Page 

Jonathan has lived in 
the Oxford Diocese all 
his life. He is married to 
Amanda and they have 
three children: Daniel, 
Hannah and Ruth. 
Before moving to Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon, 
where Jonathan trained 
for the ordained min- 
istry, the family 
worshipped at St 
Michael’s, Abingdon. 
His mother Jean (among 
the first women to be 
ordained to the priest- 
hood) is an NSM in the 
Diocese. Jonathan will 
serve his title at SS Mary 
and Nicholas, 

Littlemore. 


Clergy and Lay Appointments 

The Revd Simon Baynes, Vicar of Wiiikfield to 
retire; Revd Peter Boyles, Rector of Lavendon with 
Cold Brayfield, Clifton Reynes and Newton 
Blossomville to be Vicar of Dent with Cowgill, 
Bradford Diocese; Revd Richard French, Vicar of St 
John the Baptist, Grove to retire; Revd Nigel 
Hardcastle, Vicar of St Barnabas, Emmer Green 
(Caversham Group Ministry) to be Vicar of SS Luke 
and Bartholomew, Reading; Revd Raymond Leigh, 
Rector of Westbury with Turweston, Shalstone and 
Biddlesden to retire; Revd Lydia McLean, Assistant 
Curate in Brackley, Peterborough Diocese to be NSM 
Curate in the Wallingford Team Ministry; Revd 
Kevin McGarahan previously Chaplain, Royal Army 
Chaplains’ Dept, to be Team Vicar Woughton Team 
Ministry (LEP); Revd Alison Peberdy, Curate New 
Windsor Team Ministry, to be Vicar St Saviour’s, 
Brockley Hill, Southwark Diocese; Revd David 
Rossdale, Vicar of Holy Trinity, Cookham to be 
Rural Dean for a further five years; Revd Colin 
Rudd, Vicar of St Mary the Virgin, Buckland to take 
early retirement; Revd Andrew Sillis, Curate of All 
Saints, Boyne Hill, Maidenhead, to be Associate 
Priest, Church of St Joseph the Worker, Northolt, 
London Diocese; Revd Timothy Stacey, Assistant 
Curate, Chorley Wood, St Albans (Hertford) Diocese 
to be Priest-in-charge Chalfont St Giles; Revd 
Edward Tildesley, NSM Curate St Barnabas, Emmer 
Green to be Chaplain at Oakham School, 
Peterborough Diocese; Revd David West, Curate of 
Christ Church, Reading to be Priest-in-charge; Revd 
Paul Williams, Associate Vicar of Christ Church, 
Clifton, Bristol Diocese to be Rector of Gerrards Cross 
with Fulmer. 


Berkshire 
Archdeaconri 
Vocations Fellowship 

Do you feel that God may be calling 
you? The Vocations Fellowship |s set up 
by a small working party, including the 
Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd Dominic 
Walker, to promote and encourage 
those who feel they have a vocation in 
the Church. 

The Fellowship is also there to help 
those who will not be training for ordi- 
nation to explore other areas of 
ministry. 

If you are interested in finding out 
more do talk to your parish priest, look 
out for pur posters, or contact the Bad 
Jonathan Sibley. Vocations 4|f81|r add 
Fellowship Secretary on 0118 983 2328. 

Fellowship meetings at 
Greyfrairs Church Centre, 
Reading at 8pm 

5 July: Healing and Wholeness 

16 Sept: Peace and Restorative Justice S 

15 Nov: Accredited Lay Ministry 


For a full list of Vocational Advisers in 
the Oxford Diocese, see page 11 . 


Peter Steddon 

Peter has been training for the ministry on the 
Southern Theological Education and Training 
Scheme in Salisbury. His 30-year business career 
includes periods in management consultancy and 
youth training. He originally read modern languages 
at Oxford and has earned a doctorate in behavioural 
science and is a Fellow of the Institute of Personnel 
and Development. Peter and his wife Heather have 
two grown-up daughters. He will be serving his title 
at St Thomas of Canterbury, Goring-on-Thames. 




Tony Jones 

I am 29 and originally from Wales. I became a 
Christian at university when I decided to follow 
Jesus as Lord in the light of his death on the cross 
for my sins. After reading law at university 1 quali- 
fied as a barrister and after a short time in practice 
in London, went to Wycliffe Hall where I have spent 
three years reading theology and preparing for ordi- 
nation. I will be serving my title at St Ebbe’s, Oxford. 



David Allsop 

I was born in High Wycombe and attended the 
Grammar School there before joining the Royal 
Navy. On leaving the Navy I worked in electronics 
before changing my career at the age of 39 to 
become a youth worker. My wife Elizabeth and I 
have three children, Joanne, Martha and Tom. We 
are really looking forward to Little Chalfont and 
being part of the church community in the benefice. 
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Readers vote to change their 
name to licensed lay ministers* 


comment from 

The Editor 
ALL ARE CALLED 

Petertide - the days around the 
feast of St Peter on June 29 - is 
the season for ordinations. It is 
also the time of year when the 
Church celebrates vocations. 
Years ago at my convent school Vocation’ 
meant only one thing - the call to become a 
nun. Like the measles most of us got it at least 
once and lost it very quickly! 

Things are very different now. There is a 
growing awareness of ‘every member ministry,’ 
the call to all Christians, be they bishops or bus 
drivers, monks or shop assistants, to share in 
the ministry of Christ not just on Sundays but 
all through their lives. 

Some are of course called to the ordained 
priesthood but that too has become a less 
remote and more flexible calling.There are 
paid clergy, non stipendiary clergy and the new 
ordained local ministers, who in turn work 
alongside voluntary licensed lay ministers 
(Readers) or professional accredited lay 
workers such as Church Army Officers. 

In this Diocese we are also fortunate in 
having a large team ofVocation Advisers (list on 
page 1 1) who encourage the idea of vocation in 
its widest sense through workshops, open days 
and individual counselling. 

But answering the call of God is always a 
risky and complicated business. Our ‘God in the 
Life of’ subject, Paul Nicolson, is leaving his 
vicarage in an exquisite country village to work 
with the poor in the east end of London. Rosie 
Harper has moved from her life as a profes- 
sional opera singer to the ordained ministry 
(see ordinands, page 7) while Chris Hill has 
chosen to combine family life and managing a 
computer software company with his very 
demanding ministry as a licensed lay minister 
(page 1 1). 

Sometimes the call to serve God in less glam- 
orous ways, perhaps in a situation which is 
humdrum or hard to bear, is the most difficult 
of all to answer.This kind of vocation is often 
overlooked though it requires a particular kind 
of courage. 

One of my favourite books is The Practice and 
Presence of God, the conversations and letters 
of Brother Lawrence, a saintly medieval monk 
who spent his entire monastic life in the 
kitchen despite a natural aversion to the work 
there. He wrote: ‘The time of business does not 
with me differ from the time of prayer; and in 
the noise and clutter of my kitchen, while 
several persons are at the same time calling for 
different things, I possess God in as great tran- 
quillity as if I were upon my knees at the 
Blessed Sacrament’. Now that really is a voca- 
tion to celebrate. Christine Zwart 

Copies of All a re Called, a leaflet about lay and ordained . 
ministry and the religious life in the Oxford Diocese are 
available free from Church House. 


A t their annual general meeting 
on May 1, members of the Oxford 
Diocesan Readers Association 
voted overwhelmingly to adopt the new 
title of Licensed Lay Minister. They 
instructed the committee to implement 
the change within the Diocese and to 
seek to persuade Readers nationally to 
adopt the new title. 

For many years the title Reader has 
been recognised as inadequate: ‘I’m 
always having to explain myself to people 
outside the church’, ‘I usually tell people 
I’m a lay minister’, ‘It’s confusing for 
church people too, we get mixed up with 
people on the rota to read the lesson*’ 
These are just a few of the comments of 
Readers indicating the need for change. 

We are lay ministers - they say - but 
then so are many other people involved 
in the church: leading intercessions, 
administering the chalice, pastoral work, 
leading house groups, teaching children. 
One of the great changes that has taken 
place in recent years is the realisation 
that ministry is a function of the whole 
Church, not just of a few people, and that 
every Christian, by virtue of baptism, has 
a calling to ministry of some sort. We 
want to honour that development, and 
the ministry of all people. It is important 
therefore that our new title includes the 
word ‘Licensed’. 

Rigorous selection process 

Licensed Lay Ministers hold a Diocesan 
License, which enables them to preach 
regularly in church. It reflects the fact 
that they have been rigorously selected 
and have completed an extensive train- 
ing. It usually takes three years, although 
under the Diocese’s new Portfolio system, 
it is possible to do it in less. Others may 
take longer. It is not simply completing a 
three-year course of training - it is more a 
question of gathering a portfolio of evi- 
dence that you have the skills, knowledge 
and understanding to enable you to fulfil 
the role. It means that those who have 
relevant experience don’t have to repeat 
things they already know. A teacher or a 
social worker, or someone who holds a 
degree in theology would have their expe- 
rience recognised. Everyone has a rich 
wealth of experience to bring; no-one 
starts training with a blank sheet. 

Portfolio training is not an easy option. 
It is one thing being able to do a job, but 
it is something else to produce evidence 
to convince others. You have to be 
self-motivated; no one stands over you, 
waiting to mark your essayrfhose who 


get the point, however, find that it gives 
them the tools to go on learning and 
developing as a minister. 

Licensed by the Bishop 

A&holders of a Bishop’s license. Licensed 
Lay Ministers can operate anywhere with- 
in the Diocese - indeed anywhere in the 
country, since a Reader’s license is nation- 
ally recognised and transferable from one 
diocese to another. Most Licensed Lay 
Ministers, however, operate in one parish. 
They often join with the clergy to form a 
ministry team engaged in collaborative 


ministry, using their varied gifts and 
skills to the best advantage. Sometimes 
this ideal is not achieved. Readers have 
often found themselves under-used. For 
instance Readers who have worked happi- 
ly with one vicar, may find themselves 
frozen out when a new person comes. 
Sometimes they become the focus of dis- 
content within a parish. Such situations 
test their tact and integrity to the utmost. 

Some with a roving brief 

Some Licensed Lay Ministers have a more 
roving brief within a Deanery, taking ser- 
vices where needed at the request of the 
Rural Dean. In any case the traditional 
pattern of Morning and Evening Prayer, 
which was the staple diet of Readers in 
the past is now less common. This was 
the original reason for the calling of Lay 
Readers. They were licensed to read the 


service, not in the parish church, but in 
places where the clergy could not, or 
would not go. In those days, men were 
only allowed to read sermons prepared 
for them by a clergyman. It is only in the 
last few decades that they have been able 
to compose sermons themselves, and that 
women have been admitted as Readers. 

Although preaching and leading ser- 
vices still provides the mainstay of Reader 
ministry, you will find them engaged in a 
rich variety of work for Christ, both with- 
in the gathered community of the church 
and dispersed in God’s world. Leading 
all-age worship, confirmation prepara- 


tion, Alpha or Emmaus courses, training 
house-group leaders, spiritual direction, 
hospital visiting, prison chaplaincy - are 
just a few of the things that Licensed Lay 
Ministers get involved in. The Diocese has 
a rich resource in its Licensed Lay 
Ministers: a sculptor, university professor, 
Member of Parliament, police officer - 
you name it, we’ve got one. They each 
bring their unique insights as lay people 
into the worship and preaching of the 
Church, and provide an example of what 
it means to be a committed Christian. As 
Warden of Readers it is my privilege to 
nurture their ministry on behalf of the 
Diocese and to ensure that this wealth of 
talent is recognised and used. 

Bob Rhodes 

The Revd Bob Rhodes is Warden of Readers and 
Priest in charge ofBledlow with Saunderton 
and Horsenden, Buckinghamshire. 




Readers gather in the garden of the Fitzwllliam Centre, Beaconsfield after 
their historic AG M vote. Pictured left to right are: Geoff Brown; Patricia 
Neale; the Archdeacon of Buckingham, David Gofdie, who chaired the 
meeting; Bob Rhodes, Warden of Readers; Gill Wiggins; Ann Franklyn; Robert 
Heath-Whyte; Linda Shepherd and Peter Kent Photo: by fellow reader, Eric Nicholson 
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Worship with the World Church 

Weekend World Church Weekend 

n - 13 June 1999 



The World Church Weekend is an opportunity for churches in Britain to celebrate, to pray, 
to learn and to play their part in the world-wide Church. It’s an opportunity to get 
alongside Christians in other parts of the world and to learn about how other cultures and 
traditions worship the same God. 


Material is available from the Church Mission Society to help you to plan services and 
events. There are contributions from churches across the globe that you can include to 
bring the world Church into your church. 



YES, I want to be part of the world Church! 

Please send materials for the World Church Weekend to: 

Name 

Address 

Postcode 

Return to: The Churches Network Unit, Church Mission Society, FREEPOST Partnership House, 
157 Waterloo Road, London SE1 3BR. 

Telephone: 0171 928 8681 Fax: 0171 401 3215 Registered Charity No. 220297 


DO YOU ENJOY CARING FOR CHILDREN? 
DO YOU HAVE PATIENCE, STAMINA AND A 
SENSE OF HUMOUR? 

COULD YOU HELP CARE FOR CHILDREN IN 
YOUR COMMUNITY IN ANY OF THE 
FOLLOWING WAYS? 

❖ Weekend Relief Care 

❖ For a few weeks 

" ❖ For a few months 

❖ For a number of years 

❖ You can be single 

❖ With a partner 

❖ Working or not 

❖ Renting or owning your home 
We offer a generous allowance 
Do you want to find out more about fostering? 

■s’ 0118 955 3740 


for an informal chat 



Reading Fostering & 
Adoption Team 
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letters to the editor 


Widowhood 
made me an 
outcast 

Congratulations to Penny Joyce (March 
DOOR) for her splendid article ‘Singled 
Out*. I was catapulted into being single 
again when my husband died. I was still in 
my 30s, and felt totally out of place in the 
church where we had been members for 
many years. People did not know how to 
respond to me, whether because of my 
particular situation or because of the 
singleness, I do not know. 

One or two people in the church made me 
feel part of their families, and without 
their care, I do not know how I would have 
survived. Everything in this church is 
aimed at the family and I must admit that, 
until L became single myself, I did not 
realise how lonely life can be. In despera- 
tion I took refuge in a large city centre 
church which makes few demands on me 
and allows me just ‘to be’. After such a long 
time being married, a part of me was 
missing and I had to understand that I 
could be a person in my own right. 

The real issue is that the Church does not 
know how to relate to single people. If you 
look at Genesis, for example, we read that 
‘it is not good for man to be alone’ (or 
woman). This is why the married .world 
quite rightly pities single people. 

Name and address supplied 

Unbalanced coverage? 

It was with some disappointment on 
reading the May DOOR that I realised how 
one-sided your coverage of the fifth 
anniversary of women’s ordination was. 
Margaret Hall’s contribution would have 
been acceptable if she had confined herself 
to describing her ministry. Instead she used 
it as a means to attack the Act of Synod. 
Such unbalanced coverage of an essentially 
political issue is not acceptable in the 
Diocesan newspaper. 


It is worth reiterating that there are many 
Christians in the Diocese of Oxford who are 
only able to remain Anglicans because of 
the Act of Synod. Is The DOOR not for us as 
well? 

Neil Dailey, Reading 

Viva Viva! God’s work in Peru 

Thank God for people like Patrick 
McDonald of the Viva Network (May DOOR) 
and his concern for children at risk. I 
would recommend anyone to do a faith- 
building Bible study on ‘the poor and lowly’ 
and discover God’s astounding promises to 
the poor and needy. 

I lived in Peru from the age of 6 to 11 years 
and was introduced to Jesus Christ and the 
Christian faith there. Forty years on, I am 
now trustee of the Peru Children’s Trust, a 
small charity established in Maidenhead by 
a remarkable family who incarnate the 
Gospel to the poor in Huancayo. With two 
assistants, they live and work with about 
100 extremely poor families high in the 
Andes mountains. I would like to make this 
project more widely known. If your church 
or youth group would like to see a video of 
the Peru Children’s Trust’s work, please 
contact me on 01628 670388 or come to 
Cookham on June 26 to meet Manuel and 
Gay Reynaga for yourselves. 

Christine Nixon , Maidenhead 

Survey misses key values 

The results of your survey (May DOOR) 
present once again the same old prescrip- 
tion constantly repeated and acted upon for 
decades - with dire results. At each attempt 
to update the Church with ‘modern’ music 
in a pared down liturgy (social sing-song 
plus coffee morning) attendance falls. 


At present there is a spate of religious 
books; retreats and pilgrimages are in 
vogue; but what people find in church is 
not what they are looking for. Indeed, they 
do not know what they seek, for the reason 
that it is no longer currently on offer. What 
is missing is the numinous - the sense of 
the presence of God, a God who is respected 
and worshipped with awe and reverence in 
an ambience of prayer and silence and a 
rite that is administered with solemnity. 

So for each one of your hypotheses I would 
propose the contrary: 

1. Restore a Biblically-based liturgy in tradi- 
tional form and words 

2. One sacramental service for all ages on 
Sundays with instruction and homily to 
explicate the readings 

3. Scrap popular or modern music and 
return to plain chant which relates to the 
meaning and rhythm of the words 

4. No separate Sunday school but basic 
instruction for all 

5. The church building to be used for 
prayer, worship and teaching in a prayerful 
atmosphere 

6. There is a growing theological need not 
satisfied by homilies and hymns in today’s 
church 

7. The church to focus attention on preaching 
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

8. Barriers that may exist to attending church 
regularly could be overcome by clergy 
teaching the importance of commitment 

9. Youth will respond if treated as mature, 
adult and responsible, and taught the 
Christian values of loyalty, chastity and 
obedience 

10. The church could again become the hub 
of the community if it returns to its true role 

RMRowett, Henley-on-Thames 


Witney churches fight back 

As a former Chair of Churches Together in 
Witney I was surprised to read Mr 
Boughton’s comments (Letters, May). Over 
the last ten years the churches in Witney 
have made considerable efforts to improve 
the various buildings and most have been 
refurbished or even rebuilt. These improve- 
ments have gone hand-in-hand with 
community schemes and we are currently 
working to establish a Family Centre and 
provide a town centre youth worker . 

The Anglican Team Parish is also 
committed to a ministry of welcome. In our 
1996 Vision Statement we aim ‘to continue 
the gentle witness of the Church, not to be 
arrogant or judgmental, rather to ma e 
known the ministry of the Church in 
working with the community and to offer 
an appropriate ministry to those who seek 
it’. In practical terms we seek to offer a 
welcome to all casual visitors to our 
churches; we have introduced new service 
books which are ‘user-friendly’; we have 
creches and children’s groups/services; we 
aim over the next year to provide toilets, 
meeting rooms and loop systems in all the 
churches. 

Having said this, there will of course always 
be occasions when a particular act of 
worship will have problems and from Mr 
Boughton’s letter it seems as though he 
was unfortunate in his visit over Easter. 
Lastly I would caution against trying to 
make worship part of the entertainment 
industry. The quality of worship is an 
expression of the faith of the community 
who meets together and its openness to the 
grace and gifts of God. New service books, 
PA/loop systems, comfy seating and good 
heating systems are secondary to our voca- 
tion to live out the Gospel. Our lives as 
Christians within Christ’s Church are not 
to be measured by surveys or check-lists but 
by the faith we proclaim and live out in our 
daily lives. The Church is not a cosy holy 
club; it is the people of God taking up the 
cross - at times that is uncomfortable and 
will be misunderstood by the world 
outside. 

The Revd Cameron Rutland, Witney 



Change one line in your will 
...and you could change her future. 

Every six hours we at Scope are reminded of just how desperately our work is needed. 

Because every six hours another child is born with cerebral palsy. Another person who could require lifelong care and 
support to make choices in life. 

We’re already making a big difference to the lives of thousands of people disabled by cerebral palsy, and to their 
families - through education, help into independent living and employment, and a network of skilled professionals. 

But what of the future and each new child born disabled every year? We need to be there for them, too. By 
remembering us in your will, you can help ensure that we are. Bequests are vital in enabling us to fund our 
services, providing a third of the money we need. 

So please, would you consider adding a line to your will to help change the future for a disabled person? For our 
free guide to leaving a legacy, and any further information or advice, simply call 0171 619 7334 or return the 
coupon today. Thank you so much. 

Yes, I want to make a difference for disabled people 

□ Please send me my FREE copy of The Future for Disabled People, telling me more about Scope’s work and how I can leave a legacy. 

□ I’d like further information/advice (e.g. on finding a solicitor): 


Please specify 

(BLOCK CAPITALS) 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 


I have made a will: Yes □ 

I have already remembered 


NoD 

Yes □ No □ 


Address . 


SCOPE 

FOR PEOPLE WITH CEREBRAL PALSY 


Postcode . 


Scope in my will: 

Please return to: 

Anthony Ritchie, Legacies Department, 
Scope, FREEPOST LON8654, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9BR 


Or call 0171 619 7334 



Reg. Charity No. 208231 
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PART-TIME 

DIRECTOR 

SMALL CHARITY 

20 hours per week 

Salary £8,000-£11,500 per annum pro 
rata 

Marlow Pastoral Foundation is a long-established Christian 
based volunteer counselling agency covering a wide area in 
South Bucks and East Berks based in High Wycombe with 
facilities in Marlow and Maidenhead. 

A director is to be appointed to head this organisation as it 
continues and develops its vital public service role, providing 
quality, yet affordable counselling to professional standards. 
We would like to talk with potential Christian candidates with 
proven energy, leadership, managerial and public relations 
skills to discuss how they might meet our needs. Whilst not 
necessarily directly experienced in this field, they must have an 
understanding of and value the work of counselling. 

For an application form and job description write to: 

Rev Des Foote 

Chairman of Management Committee 
MPF Counselling 
89 Easton St. 

High Wycombe 
Bucks. 

HP11 1LT 

Tel: 01494 440199 

Closing date for applications 25th June 1999 




JOYS ROSES 
and FLOWERS 

12 Red or Yellow Roses . .£13.85 
40 Freesias and Fern . . . .£14.75 
50 Special Mixed flowers £22.50 
C/C will not be debited until 
December 

All c/c accepted, cheques 
made payable to: 

JOYS ROSES. 
FLAMINGO, 

ST. SAMPSONS, 
GUERNSEY Cl GY2 4WB 
TEL: 01481 46708 
Fax: 01481 43406 
Use this ad as order form 


PLEASE 




CEPHAS 

75, High Street, Amblecote, 
Stourbridge, West Midlands DY8 4LY 
01384 892069/444459 

Jim Wilson - Pastoral Director 
Alan Jones - Co Director 

Our aims are of restoring and rebuilding. Restoring 
people who are hurting, exhausted, who may have 
lost direction in their lives. Rebuilding broken lives 
through encouragement, healing and teaching. 
We can offer Counselling and Pastoral Care for 
individuals including all aspects of relational 
problems - parental, marriage etc. 

Also corporate Church seminars on 
Biblically based life related subjects. 


Produce Your Own 

• Magazines ★Newsletters 
★Parish Information 

• Professionally 

• Efficiently 

• Economically as a Printer 

• Delivers 130 copies Per Minute 

• Operates like a Copier 

• 1,000 copies cost only £1.37 (plus paper) 

• Copies in Colour 




With the 


/IRIS* 


Digital printer 


New und Refurbished Photocopiers 
ulwavs available 


For details or demonstration phone 

01703330611 

APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

Unit 5 Vicroy House, Mountbatten Business Centre 
Southampton SO 1 5 IHY 


Licensed to 
preach 


iD e<£„ 





There are nearly 400 
Readers in the 
Oxford Diocese and 
another 45 currently 
in training. At their 
recent AGM, the Oxford 
Diocesan Readers’ 
Association voted over- 
whelmingly to change 
their name to ‘Licensed 
Lay Minister’ (68 for, four 
against), hopefully clarifying 
their role. To give some idea 
of how varied this ministry is 
we spoke to a few of the peo- 
ple who have felt called to fulfil 
this demanding role. 
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Being a scientist by profession, my Reader ministry takes 
on a rather distinctive character. Many people unfortu- 
nately are still under the impression that science and 
religions are incompatible. So, in addition to the usual 
duties performed by a Reader in the parish, I find myself 
writing books, travelling around the country giving talks, 
and broadcasting about science and religion - how the 
relationships between the two are not only compatible 
with each other, but can be mutually enriching. 

Much of my time is taken up travelling to the United 
States as a trustee of the John Templeton Foundation. 

This is a US-based charitable organisation with a particu- 
lar interest in promoting a better understanding of 


science/religion issues. 

I enjoy the diversity of my ministry, but find it dif- 
ficult to know how best to divide up my time. For 
instance, I could easily find myself giving talks 
every day of the week. But that would leave no time 
for writing. I hate saying ‘No’ to requests. My wife 
says I spend more time agonising over the talks I 
turn down than I do preparing the talks I give! 

Then there is Thought for the Day. I am grateful for 
the opportunity of reaching out to two million lis- 
teners in this way. But having to base the ‘thought’ 
on some last-minute news item - and broadcasting 
live - can be pretty stressful. Still, it is all part of 
what being a Reader means to me. I wouldn’t have 
it otherwise. 
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ris Hill, St Peter’s (The 
Rock) Warfield 


I am 42, married to Debbie, with three 
children, Simon (11), Rosie (8) and Tansy 
(4). I became a Christian at College in 
Coventry when I was 19 and was inducted 
as a Reader in 1994. 1 am the Managing 
Director of the UK subsidiary of a 
Californian software company. 

Balancing time between family, church 
and work is hard and I have still got a lot 
to learn about leading a church - 1 have 
big red L-plates on at the moment! I find 
it all too easy to make a decision myself 
and then realise that God’s plan might 
have been different. Thank God that he is 
the God of the second chance! 

I choose the Reader ministry because I 
wanted to be used by God more effective- 
ly to share the Good News with my 
friends and neighbours, whilst at the 
same time having a secular job. I believe 
God wants us to stand up for his values at 
work, whatever we do, and he makes use 
of us just as much with our work mates, 
as he does in our homes and churches. 

My passion has always been for the com- 
munity I live in, and to encourage those 
who live and work around me to respond 
to God’s call. I have never felt happy 
about the idea of going away to college 
for three years and then moving to a com- 
pletely different parish to serve full-time. 

I have tested this decision a number of 
times and have never felt called to full- 
time stipendiary ministry. 

Leading a church plant 

I lead the team at St Peter’s (The Rock) 
Warfield, a new church piant in the 
Whitegrove Youth and Community 
Centre. We run a Sunday morning pre- 
sentation and worship called ‘The Rock’, 
and a parallel children’s session called 
‘The Flintstones’. During the week there 
are small groups meeting in homes (one 


for musicians, one for new Christians and 
one for the other planters), a weekly day- 
time prayer meeting and regular family 
days and celebrations. 

God’s vision for St Peter’s 

My role is to make sure that the leaders 
of each of these areas are prepared and 
that the whole plant runs according to 
what we believe is God’s vision for St 
Peter’s. A typical week could include a 



leaders’ meeting, planning how we run 
the church and the way we reach out to 
our neighbours; presentation at The Rock 
which includes preparation of the Good 
News against a particular Bible passage, 
multi-media support, drama presenta- 
tion, testimony etc; speaking to the 24 
adults and 29 children in the planting 
team to encourage them and discuss 
tasks; playing the congas in the worship, 
and reporting back to and praying with 
the vicar, Brian Meardon. My other parish 
duties include attending PCC meetings 
and speaking at Alpha courses. 

I love it when what we do at The Rock 


clearly moves someone a step closer to 
faith in Jesus. I enjoy presenting the 
Good News and I love it when the chil- 
dren play a part in our worship. It is 
demanding but we have a great team of 
planters who are growing in confidence, 
creativity and teamwork. They really are 
a fantastic group of people so the load is 
pretty much equally shared between the 
24 of us. This means I only have to lead at 
The Rock once every three weeks and 
enables me to run a church plant, be a 
husband and father and do a job at the 
same time. 

Leadership focuses the mind! 

I have found that leadership helps to 
focus my mind when otherwise my natur- 
al laziness might have kicked in! I also 
find that when I am preparing I am 
learning at least as much as anyone in 
the congregation. 

The training was a very enriching experi- 
ence. It helped me begin to learn some 
very practical skills like counselling, gave 
me a much fuller understanding of my 
faith, and also helped me better under- 
stand my brothers and sisters in different 
traditions within the Church of England. 

Are you called? 

It is important to know that God is call- 
ing you to anything you choose to do, 
such as the Reader ministry. I would 
encourage anyone who felt called to test 
it with their with local church leader- 
ship. The great thing about being a 
Reader is that there are an infinite num- 
ber of ways your local church may use 
you before, during and after training. It is 
encouraging to see that we Readers are 
likely soon to be called Licensed Lay 
Ministers, a term which covers a multi- 
tude of possibilities, whereas the word 
‘Reader’ was always a bit misleading. 
Whatever the name, this ministry is a 
great adventure to embark on. 
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I have been a Reader for 
21 years. I trained in the 
Guildford Diocese, part- 
ly with the diocesan 
training scheme and 
partly by doing a 
Diploma in Religious 
Studies from London 
University. As our six 

children were all still at home at that stage, it was 
quite a struggle to do all this! I moved to the 
Oxford Diocese in 1981. The idea of becoming a 
Reader was first put to me by my vicar and came 
as a complete surprise, but I gradually began to 
feel that God was pushing me in that direction. 
Of course, as a woman, there was no possibility 
of ordained ministry for me at that time. 

On Sundays I may preach at our parish com- 
munion, or I might take Evensong or Mattins. 
Other duties include giving talks in Holy 
Week, or helping at our annual service for 
those who have been bereaved. I have 
recently been assisting in setting up pas- 
toral teams in the parish. Sometimes I am 
asked to preach in another parish - I 
have preached in the Cathedral and at 
Westminster Abbey. Last year I pub- 
lished a book When I needed a Neighbour - 
Enabling pastoral care in the local church 
(HarperCollins) which took me four years to research 
and write and has resulted in many requests for me to 
lead courses and workshops. 

I love preaching, although I feel nervous every time and 
wonder why I subject myself to this agony! I have never 
been in paid employment, but I see what I do in the 
parish as the most important part of my life, after the 
family. Perhaps the most difficult aspect of the work is 
one’s relationship with the incumbent, though I need to 
say that as far as I am concerned, this feels good at the 
moment! As a Reader, I always hope to be treated as a 
real colleague, but developing collaborative ministry 
needs time, and we are all, laity and clergy, subject to so 
many pressures. We need to take a long-term view and 
try not to allow what is urgent to drive out what is 
important. 
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Murray, St Andrew’s, Hatters Lane, High Wycombe 


Katharine (above with her sister ) was licensed in 
1996 after training with the Chiltern Christian 
Training Programme: I felt that God was calling 
me very specifically to preach, rather than to a 
pastoral ministry, although I appreciate that 
the two cannot be entirely separated. After 
preaching once or twice other people con- 
firmed that this was a gift God was giving me. I 
love bringing stories and characters to life and 
there is nothing so satisfying as having some- 
one come up to you after a service and say, ‘I’ve 
read that passage so many times, but I never 
saw it like that before’. 

My weeks are not very typical! I lead a service 
and preach approximately once a month, and 
go to DCC meetings, service and preaching 
planning sessions. I am often involved in one- 
off projects which involve creative input such 
as planning Advent services that include drama 


and visual elements, a Maundy Thursday sup- 
per or a Good Friday service of reflection. 
Reader training helped me engage my brain in 
my approach to faith and to tackle some hard 
questions. I think I have become more open- 
minded and readier to listen to people from 
different backgrounds as a result. It probably 
shouldn’t be so, but being a ‘visible Christian’ is 
definitely a source of motivation to keep on the 
Way. Reader ministry is just one way of serving 
the Church and I feel very strongly that every- 
one has unique gifts. Each person needs - both 
for their own health and for that of the Church 
- to find a way of serving which enables them 
to grow into being themselves and expressing 
who they are in worship and service. God can 
be full of surprises (I certainly never dreamed 
of being a Reader!) and the up-front ministries 
are not the only ways to serve. 


Linda Shepherd, Bloxham, Milcombe and South Newington 


I have been a Reader since 1981, having being 
made aware of a calling to ministry in my days 
as a student in Headington. I remember one 
evening in the chaplain’s study, a number of us 
were meeting together and I shared my feeling 
that I wished I was a man, for then I could have 
been ordained! I eventually came to Bloxham in 
1978 to teach religious education at the 
Warriner School. Naturally I involved myself in 
the life of the parish and once again the call to 
ministry was very strong. I have had to address 
this question more than once, but I don’t think 
it is a major issue now as my Reader ministry is 
so full and rewarding. 

The arrival of our present vicar marked a 
time of exciting development and growth, both 
personally and spiritually. At our very first 
meeting, John prayed that doors would open 
for me. How that prayer has been honoured! 
Within ab6ut a month I had been invited to 
take on the responsibility of Sub Warden for 
the Oxfordshire Archdeaconry. This has been 
an immensely rewarding appointment. It 
involves the pastoral oversight of about 145 
readers. and candidates; liaising with bishops; 
licensing readers who have moved to the 
Diocese, and attending selection conferences. I 



particularly enjoy seeing peo- 
ple through the whole process 
from preliminary interviews 
to finally licensing. 

My day-to-day ministry falls 
into two broad areas. The first 
is liturgical, and the other is 
my teaching. I am very con- 
scious of the responsibility I 
have to bear Christ in the 
work-place. As the world of teaching becomes 
more stressful, the need to love increases daily. 

The fire of the Spirit 

I do enjoy preaching. I never cease to be amazed 
at the way God can use what I often feel are 
absolutely inadequate words to speak to people 
in the congregation. A day’s struggle to grapple 
with the message, to discern the Good News, is 
followed by the most awe-filled moments before 
the service, wondering if I’ve got it right, and 
then somehow feeling that sense of fire in 
one’s whole being as the power of the Spirit 
takes what has been prepared and uses it. It is a 
very humbling feeling. That moment of shar- 
ing such intimate and deep prayer with an 
individual is indescribable. 
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Shades of Qfass 
Studio 

Craftsman built Lead Light and 
Stained Glass Windows. Specialists 
in Church Window refurbishment 
and replacement. 

Call us for Free quotation on: 

★ lead lights 
if Vandal damage 
if Hand painted detail 
if Stained glass and engraved 
detail. 

We also specialise in the supply and 
fitting of stainless steel and/or gal- 
vanised grills. 

Recognised by Ecclesiastical 
Insurance Group. 

All work undertaken in our own stu^ 
dio. 

References available. 

INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE 

Shades of Glass Studio 

12 Fane Drive 

Berinsfield, Oxon 0X10 7NB 
Tel: OXFORD 01865 340831 
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ENTERPRISE 


MILLENNIUM 

CANDLES!!! 

' Price's Candle-makers' (the appointed 
suppliers to HRH The Queen) are 
producing for a very limited time FIVE 
very special MILLENNIUM CANDLES 



To find out more and order these ’once in a life 
time’ candles, please tel/fax 01295 690193 or 
visit our Website shop: http’V/www.xanadu- 
enterprise.co.uk 

email: info@xanadu-enterprise.co.uk. 



Sunrise Cottage, Heronniere Lane, St Sampson's 
Guernsey. GT2 4DL. 


Fresh Cut Freesicis By Post 
from GUERNSEY 
Sent by First Class Post 
Anywhere in the UK 


30 Freesias for £8.50 


(including post and packing). 
Alternative numbers of blooms available. 

Order by Telephone 01481 235151 
(9am-12 noon Monday to Friday) 
by Fax 01481 239061 



(24 hours - 7 days a week) 

01481 235151 S3 



IN NEED OF 
A BREAK 


DISABLED 

ELDERLY 


LIKE GOOD 
FOOD 


LIKE GOOD 
COMPANY 


THIS IS THE PLACE FOR YOU 

MERTON HOUSE HOTEL 
Tel No 01989 563252 

Eddie Cross Street, Ross-on-Wye HR9 7BZ 

Specialised accommodation in delightful country 
house hotel, standing in its own grounds overlooking 
the river in the picturesque market town of Ross-on- 
Wye. En-suite or ground floor rooms available, full 
board and fully licensed entertainment and coah 
outings included in our charges. 

A SELECTION OF HOLIDAY DATES 
STILL AVAILABLE 
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STAMP FAIR 

Sunday 6th June 
Plus First Sunday Monthly 
W est Oxford Community Centre 
Binsey Lane, Off Botley Road 

10.00am-4.30pm 
Free entry All welcome 
Enq. Michael Woodhouse 

01296 613520 


&/er wanted to 

taifcttedniMs? 


You can at Bucklebury Farm Park 
(and giggle with a goat, and dawdle 
with a deer) and do lots, lots more! 


We’re open! 

Come and bottle 
feed our new lambs 


OPEN: March 26th to September 12th from 10.00am to 6.00pm, 
every day. Admission: Adults £3.00, Children £2.00 (3 * 14 years) 
under 3 years free, Concessions £2.00. 



Saturday 12th June 
Dorchester Abbey - 7.30pm 

Summer Serenade 

Lieder and choral music by Mozart, Schubert, 

Brahms, Mendetssohn & Wolff including Mozart 
Laudate Dominum Schubert Psalm 23 and 
music from Brahms Requiem 
Reading Bach Choir 
Fiona Dobla Soprano 
Simon Ovar Piano 
Sarah Tenant-Flowers Conductor 

Tickets £9 : £7 (Concs./PTL) : £4 Children 
From: Hexagon & Hickies (Reading) - 
Caversham Bookshop - Modem Music (Abingdon) The Playhouse Ticket Shop 
at Blackwells (Oxford) 

Reading Bach Choir Ticket Sales - Telephone 0118 987 1281 

or send SAE with cheque payable to Reading Bach Choir, 14 Glebe Road. 

Reading RG2 7AG 

or at the door 

Registered Charity 286414 


Tel 01 18 971 4002 

for full details 
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BUCKING HAMSHIRE 

COUNTY IflllfeMIlM 
Art Gallery 
Cafe 
Shop 

Touch of Bucks 


w 
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For further details 
of opening hours, 
admission charges and 
booking please ring 

01296 331441 


y**'"^"*"**’! Buckingham County Museum, 

Church Street, Aylesbury HP20 2QP 


MUSEUM 


The Award Winning 

Roald Dahl 


Children’s Gallery 



Luxury Cottages 
Nr BUDE 

Retraol to peoceful North Cornwall, to baoutifuliy 
converted medieval stona borru En witoi. lovely 
views Private gardens 
Christian parties welcome with owl of season 


Tel: 01288 361 639 

ETB Four Crowns Highly Commended 


HALES WORTH 

Romantic twosome bam, 
nestling in beautiful 
rural valley. 
Conservation area, 
rich in wildlife. 
Peaceful location ideal 
for nature lovers. 
Heritage Coast, 
South Broads. 

No smoking, sleeps 2. 

Available now. 

Tel. 01986 785244 


CALIFORNIA 

GREAT 

YARMOUTH 

Beachside Bungalows, 
idyllically positioned 
overlooking sandy beach, 
sea, English tourist board, 
excellent grading, short 
breaks from £69. Ideal for 
families and couples. 
Swimming pool and 
entertainment on nearby site. 
Tel: 01493 730279 
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HAVE YOU BEEN LET 
DOWN FOR YOUR 

0BERAMMERGAU 

TICKETS? 

IF SO PLEASE 
CONTACT US 
IMMEDIATELY 
TELEPHONE 
0171 278 2425 


COSY 

COTTAGES 

on a North Devon organic 
farm. 

Produce available 
Brochure 

01769 520263 


SOUTHERN 

SNOWDONIA 

Superb walking, guidesheets 
provided around Cadair Mawddach 
estuary direct from parts country 
house/cottages, sleeping 2 9, 
self-catering. Dogellau 1 mile. 
Logs, colour TV. 

Tel: 01341 423481. 


SPANISH WALKING 
HOLIDAYS 

Guided walking on lh« Costa Blanca in small 
groups. Stay in comfortable and relaxed 
accommodation with good food, a tranquil 
environment at reasonable prices. 

Pick up Irom and to Airport included. 

Tel: 0181 856 5332 


ELEGANT EASTBOURNE 

Easy parking - Peaceful atmosphere 
Comfortable en-suite rooms 
Lovely Food 

Come as Guests - Leave as Friends 
Short Breaks 

Choice Magazine Discounts 

OAKWOOD 

HOTEL 

28 JEVINGTON GARDENS 
BN21 4HN 

Tel: 01323 721900 


STUDLAND BAY 
DORSET 


Fairfields Hotel 

situated in picturesque 
National Trust village 
overlooking the Bay. 

ETB ••• Highly Commended 
Corps d'elite Wine Award 
All rooms en suite. Large Garden. 

Log Fires, Child Friendly 
SPRING BREAKS AVAILABLE 


For brochure phone/fax 01929 450224 


EAST DEVON 
OTTERY ST. MARY 

Spacious wing of 
Victorian farmhouse 
Set in parkland of 
working farm, sleeps 4, 
non-smoking. 
Stairlift available. 
Dogs welcome. 
Beaches and many 
other attractions 
close by. 

All set in beautiful 
countryside. 

For brochure phone: 

01404 822320 


COOMBE 

MARTIN 

ETB ✓✓✓✓ DEVON 

12 det. chalets. 14 caravans 
and bungalow, each with 
colour TV. toilet, shower or 
bath. Very tastefully sited on 
wooden slopes amidst 
beautiful countryside, 
village, beaches, rocky coves 
and Exmoor. Swimming pool, 
laundry, video channel. Pets 
welcome. No club. 

MAN LEIGH HOLIDAY PARK 
PHONE: (01271) 883353 


Italy 

EURO-PROPERTY 
NETWORK 
- Tuscany/Umbria - 
has a vast choice of Country 
Homes for sale and for rent 
Tel: 01 725 518858 - Sales 
Tel: 01 725 512506 • Rentals 
or view our entire selection now on 
www.europropertynet.com 


Eclipse in i J) 
Cornwall 

August I Ith 1999 

Experience this great 
spectacle within an area 
of Totality. We have quality 
properties in the best 
locations. 

Freephone: 0800 975 6003 

www.solan-eclipse-99.co.uk 


l 



Box Office: 0118 960 6060 
Tbe 1-S*t 5 June, 8 p.m. A ttpaHlI W 
Tickets: From £9.50 W 


MODERN MUSIC 

RENDING 

The exclusive dealer for the entire Oxford Diocese for 

JOHANNUS ORGANS 

Instruments for Church and Home 
The most advanced digital organs incorporating English 
samples. The range beings with:- 


Opus 1 

Single manual instrument 
with 20 Digital Sampled 
Voices 

7 Factory Presets 
7 User Presets 
Melodic Bass and Single 
Finger Chords 
Powerful built-in 
Amplifiers and Speakers 
with Reverb 

£1,995 inc. VAT 


Opus 2 

Twin manual instrument 
with 32 note pedal board 
1 9 Digital Sampled Voices 
7 Factory Presets 
7 User Presets 
Powerful built in 
Amplifiers and Speakers 
with Reverb and line-out 
for optional external 
speakers 

£4,250 inc. VAT 


For free advisory service, brochures and free sample 
CDs contact: 

MODERN MUSIC CENTRE. 

1 20-1 22 Broad Street Mall, Reading. RG1 7Q A. 
Tel: 0118 958 1320. Fax: 0118 959 7942. 
E-mail: Sales@modmusic.demon.co.uk 
http://www.modern-music.co.uk 
Also branches at: 


Abingdon 
01235 524316 


Basingstoke 
01256 464663 


ROOM AVAILABLE IN 
CHRISTIAN HOUSE 

Set in its own grounds and outskirts of 
Charlbury. Ten minutes walk to mainline 
railway station (Oxford 15 minutes). 
Suitable for male needing quiet 
surroundings. 

£65 per week. 
Telephone: 01608 810 215. 

LITTLE STRETTON 

Set in the beautiful Shropshire Hills at the 
foot of the Long Mynd. 

Perfect walking country a place to 
relax and unwind. Christian family 
run Bed and Breakfast £17 p.p.p.n. 

Tel: 01694 724692 
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DARK SILVER 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

A Flexible and Friendly Service 
Tailored fo your Individual Needs 

• WEDDINGS 

• Portraits 

• Families and Babies • Animals & Pets 
Colour and Black and White 
by Chris Neville 

( 01869 ) 247031 

1 36 Buckingham Crescent, Bicester, Oxfordshire 


Saturday 12th June 
Dorchester Abbey - 7.30pm 

Summer Serenade 


Reading Bach Choir 

Fiona Dobie Soprano 

Simon Over Piano 

Lieder and choral music for a summer evening 
Tickets: 

£9 - PTL/ Concessions £7 - Children £4 
From: Hexagon & Hickies, 

Caversham Bookshop, 

Modern Music, Abingdon, 

Playhouse, Oxford 
or phone 0118 987 1281 
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COLOUR ME V. BEAUTIFUL 


FULL IMAGE CONSULTATIONS 
FOR ALL THE BRIDAL PARTY 

Honest and constructive advice offered on your best 
colour and style of dress/outfit 
MAKE UP FOR BRIDE, 

MOTHER OF BRIDE ETC. 

Personal shopping trips 

Rosemarie Williams 01865 858465 



Weddings 
Conferences 
Dinners 

‘Rupert 
‘Entertainments 

Classical Musk for All Occasions 
Add a Note of Elegance to Any Event 

MARTHA KINGDON WARD, 
Director 

3, Shenstone Road, Reading, 
Berkshire. RG20DT. 
Phone:(0118)986 0905 
Mobile: (0778) 867 2272 
Fax:(0118)975 3365 


BEACHER HALL NURSING CENTRE 

42 Bath Road, Reading 



SATURDAY 12th JUNE at 2pm 

* Arts and Crafts 


* Table tops 

* Bric-a-Brac 

* Entertainment 

* Cream Teas 



and 

Bridesmaid 

Dresses 

Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 
Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children's and Adults from £50) 

Large stock available for viewing 
Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at 
Discount Prices 
Telephone 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading 
(0118) 9508959 
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A warm welcome awaits families and prospective bride and 
grooms by the owners Roger and Gill. 

The hotel offers full wedding facilities both in the hotel or in 
our own marquee. We have beautiful south-facing gardens 
with a large patio and ample parking. 

Our Rolls Royce makes an elegant way to get to the wedding. 
Honeymoon suites, restaurant bars, functions and conferences 
catered for including the monthly natter for the MG Gub and 
many more. 

For further details, please phone Oxford (01865) 326326 or 
fax Oxford 730628 or bring this advert for a quick look 
round and two drinks for the price of one. 
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Rain and hairpin 
bends for Kosovo 


A n Anglican priest from Oxford braved four 
days of rain and hairpin bends to cycle to 
Spain to raise money for Kosovo refugees. 
Jonathan Sewell, priest-in-charge of St Mary’s 
Church, Barton, Oxford and Richard Bellinger, an 
Assistant Curate from Guernsey, travelled by ferry, 
train and bicycle along the ancient pilgrimage 
route to the Cathedral Church of St James, Santiago 
de Compostela. They set off from Winchester 
Cathedral on May 11 with a blessing from the Dean, 
before cycling to Portsmouth for the ferry to 
Santander and then the train to Leon. From there 
they cycled for four days arriving in Santiago on 
May 18. So far they have raised £3500 for the Kosovo 
Crisis appeal to buy food, tents and blankets. 


Who rides the white horse? 



‘Who rides the white horse?’ was the question 
brought to the Vale of the White Horse Deanery by 
the Revd Joan Hepburn from her prayer cell in the 
Diocese of Christ the King, South Africa. Joan has 
come with Father Simon Mokoena for two months 
to live among the people of the Vale of the White 
Horse churches.The ‘Vale Deanery Overseas Link’ 
project was developed using their ‘Share rebate’ with 
support from CMS. Joan and Simon (both robed) are 
seen after the welcome and commissioning service 
at St Mary’s, Uffington on May 2. On the right is 
Martin Welland, co-ordinator of the project, and the 
Revd Andrew Bailey, Rural Dean. Photo: Gill Poole 


Encouraging news from Linslade 

A boundary change moved Linslade out of 
Buckinghamshire into Bedfordshire so they now 
have the distinction of being the Diocese’s only 
Bedfordshire parish. On June 11, the feast of St 
Barnabas, ‘the encourager’, they will be having a 
double celebration. It is their patronal festival and 
the 150th anniversary of their consecration. The 
Bishop of Buckingham will preside at a Eucharist 
and there will be a series of concerts and a garden 
party. The parish of Linslade has existed since the 
13th century. But when the population shifted 
from the original church to settle a mile away 
around the new Midland Railway line, St Barnabas 
church was built for them in 1849. Ironstone from a 
nearby tunnel was conveyed free to the site by the 
railway company to build the church and a church 
school, both superb examples of Victorian architec- 
ture. 

Thumbs down for ‘Happy Birthday* 

Have you tried a ‘Raise and Praise’ party? St Mary’s, 
Purley-on-Thames have, and it raised £400 for their 
bell restoration project. Sally Robertson, one of the 
organisers, explains: ‘We selected 50 popular 
hymns and choruses and asked people to vote for 
their favourites using 20 pence pieces. During tea 
we counted the money and then sang the Top 10’. 
The modem hymn ‘I, the Lord of Sea and Sky’ 
raised the most money. ‘Unfortunately the most 
unpopular was the song sung nearly every week to 
celebrate children’ birthdays!’ Sally said. 

A CAMEO of serving the community 

CAMEO stands for ‘Come and meet each other’ and 
Methodist, Anglican and Baptist friends from 
Sunninghill, Ascot and Bracknell Churches recently 
attending a thanksgiving and re-dedication for the 
CAMEO centre building improvements at 
Sunninghill Methodist Church. In his address, the 
Revd Jeremy Harris, Vicar of St Andrew’s in the 
Bracknell Team Ministry, stressed the importance 
to Christians of being involved in a project which 
served the community. In addition to a flourishing 
parent and toddler group, a drop-in coffee club. 
Citizens Advice Bureau sessions and united month- 
ly worship, there are plans for a job seekers club, a 
meeting place for estranged families and youth 
activities. Volunteers are urgently needed to help. 
Please ring Maggy Garton on 01344 454694. 


Cycle for the Millennium 


I f you want to do something spe- 
cial for the Millennium why not 
take part in this year’s Historic 
Churches Sponsored Cycle Ride on 
Saturday, September 11, or sponsor 
a cyclist, says the Oxfordshire 
County Press Officer for the Ride, 
Alison Shaw. 

The annual Cycle Ride raises money 
for a county’s Historic Churches 
Trust which makes grants for the 
restoration and conservation of 
churches and chapels of all denomi- 
nations. Participants give half the 
money they raise to a church of their 
choice and half to the Trust. In the 
past six months the Oxfordshire 
Trust has given money to 30 
Anglican churches and one Baptist 
chapel to the total value of £58,250 
including a special Millennium 
award to Dorchester Abbey for the 
restoration of four medieval effigies. 
In Berkshire and Bucks grants 
totalled £15,000 and £24,000 respec- 
tively. The 1998 ride raised £80,572 in 


Oxfordshire with some outstanding 
local results. Witney Deanery for 
instance raised over £12,000 while St 
Mary’s Holwell, a tiny church in a 
West Oxfordshire hamlet, raised a 
magnificent £3,600. There were indi- 
vidual heroes too. Lewknor’s oldest 
and youngest riders (60 and five ) 
raised £536 between them. Alison 
Shaw was challenged to visit more 
than 35 churches in five and a half 
hours on foot and did it with an 
hour to spare, while Molly Eagle of 
Summer town in Oxford, who is 82 
and partially-sighted, visited seven 
churches on foot and then went back 
to St Michael and all Angels Church 
to sign cyclists in. 

In Berkshire, All Saints, Ascot 
raised over £1000 for the third year 
running, while in Bucks 13 cyclists 
and one swimmer (we haven’t quite 
worked that one out!) from St Giles, 
Stoke Poges, raised £1,635 and 15 rid- 
ers from St Mary’s, Ludgershall 
raised £1,878. 


Help to welcome Poverty Pilgrims to the Diocese 


The Pilgrimage against Poverty organ- 
ised by Church Action on Poverty is 
crossing the Oxford Diocese between 
October 7 and l4.The pilgrimage aims 
to protest at the persistence of poverty 
in the U K, pray for the needs of those 
in poverty and those whose decisions 
affect the poor and celebrate the good 
work done to alleviate and eradicate 
poverty. It is not a demonstration but a 
walk of Christian witness and support. 
The walkers are leaving Iona on August 
15 and aim to arrive in London on 
October I 7 for a worship event for 
Action for Change on Poverty. Look out 
too for details of a big event in Oxford 
on Sunday, October 1 0. 


A core of six walkers and their support 
team need overnight hospitality, and 
contacts have now been made to organ- 
ise this, plus a welcome. We hope some 
of you will join the pilgrimage as it 
enters your area. People from other 
places in the Diocese are welcome to 
join in. 

Local stops: Banbury - Thursday, October 
7th; Bicester - Friday, 8th; Oxford - 
Saturday and Sunday, 9th/ 1 0th; 
Wallingford - Monday, I Ith; Reading 
(Caversham) - Tuesday, 12th; Twyford - 
Wednesday, I 3th; Slough - Thursday, 
l4th.To find out your local contact or 
how to join the walk telephone Jo 
Saunders on 0 1 865 2082 1 3. 


What’s On STOP PRESS 

Mon, June 7, Grove near Wantage Cornerstone Coffee Shop, 
Savile Way, Tearcraft and Traidcraft Week. June 9: Tearcraft and 
Traidcraft reps will be there from 10am to noon. NB start of spe- 
cial offer ‘Cream tea with one scone £1.25, with two scones 
£1.75. Details 01235 772280. 

Thurs, June 10 Hamhill Centre of Christian Healing, near 

Cirencester: ‘Safe to be Me’, a day led by Canon Mark Pearson, 
president of the Institute for Christian Renewal in New 
Hampshire, USA Summer programme also includes: ‘Living 
Creatively with Pain and Suffering’ ( June 12) led by the Revd 
Howard Heyburn; ‘Living with Pentecost’ (July 5-9) led by the 
Revd Fred Elgar of Ellel Grange Ministries. Enquiries to 01285 
860670. 

Friday, June 25 Woodstock Readings and music on the theme 
of ‘Love and Marriage’, 8pm St Mary’s Church. Tickets £5 from 
Woodstock library or ring Jill Morris on 01993 811864. Details of 
the Arts Festival in the church from June 19-27 are in The 
DoorPost. 

Thurs, July 8 Charlbury Musical evening at Ditchley Park in 
memory of the Revd Canon Martin Chadwick. All proceeds to 
Shorthampton Church Restoration Appeal. Enquiries to Alan 
Peebles on 01608 676394. 




THE OXFORD 
HEART 
CYCLE 
RIDE 

Sunday 11th July, 1999 




Enjoy a sponsored ride 
through the glorious 
Oxfordshire Countryside 
und help us raise much 
needed Funds in our bailie 
uguinstTicurt disease. 

I'ull detail* und entry forms from 
Cycle Shops, your local Hill- 
Shop. or the |}|ll-' Regional Office. 
239a lligh Street. l*>dinglon. 
liirminghuiu 1)23 6SS. 

Telephone OI2I 386 468V 


CHOOSE 
YOUR 
ROUTES - 
EITHER 2 S 
MILES OR 
SO MILES 

Starting und finishing 
at lleathfield Village. 


£* LAUDEMUS! v% 


VS* 


Director Jeremy Jackman 




For the ninth successive year, Laudemus! 
visits Dorset between 12th and 17th July to 
present full cathedral-style CHORAL 
EVENSONG in the following churches: 

6pm TUESJULY 13th St. Mary’s Sturminster Newton 
530pm WED JULY 14th Wimborne Minster 
6pm THUR JULY 15th St Mary’s, Stalbridge 
6pm FRI JULY 16th St. Mary’s, Shroton 
6pm SAT JULY 17th Lady St Mary’s, Wareham 

Choral Evensong is a rarity in our 
smaller parish churches. Laudemus! 
would like to extend a warm welcome 
to all local people, and to visitors from 
further afield, inviting you to join us in 
this beautiful and timeless act of 
worship. 

Supported by The Michael James Music Trust 
and the FOUNDATION FOR SPORT & THE 
ARTS 


FOR PEOPLE WHO TAKE 
THE CHURCH SERIOUSLY 



CHURCH TIMES 

The most widely read Anglican newspaper 

Available weekly from your newsagent or by post from 
our subscription department 

Find out why tens of thousands of churchgoers 
take the Church Times each week. 

Clip the coupon or phone 01502 711171 for your complimentary copy. 

Send to Church Times , FREEPOST LON 6705, London N1 OBR 
Please send me my FREE sample copy of Church Times 
Title Initials Name 


Address 


..Postcode . 


B90XF 
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THE TRUE COST OF FISH ON OUR PLATES 
ELEVEN FISHERMEN KILLED OR SERIOUSLY 
INJURED, EVERY MONTH 

Who brakes the bad news and gives practical Christian 
care to the Widow's and orphan's? 

The Royal National Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen 

Your individual prayers and donation's are 
urgently required to continue this work 
Sea Sunday 11th July 
a collection, in addition to your prayers, 
during the Service would be practical corporate response. 
Speakers are also available for all types of meetings and 
services. Donations, requests for speakers and further 
information contact Ian Pearce, Regional Organiser, 
RNMDSF, Freepost ANG5599. Milton Keynes. MK5 6YD 
01908 520397 

e-mail lan@rnmdsf.freeserve.co.uk 
The Fishermen's Mission, Constantly caring, Constantly serving. 


VOLUNTEERS 

Administration/ Clerical 
Assistants/ Fund Raisers 

required for a Reading-based charity, 
The Bicycle Helmet Initiative Trust 
To help the Trust with the promotion of 
bicycle helmet wearing for young people. 
Hours to suit. 

Telephone: 0118 975 2994 


A Question 
of Caring 


★★★★★★★★ 



Residential Care Home 

The Orchard 

Stewkley, Nr. Leighton Buzzard, 
Bucks LU7 0HR 

SPRING 

OPENING 

A new wing to this delightful family run home 
in a picturesque village setting will be opening 
in May for guests. All rooms are single, en-suite, 
colour TV, courtesy tea/coffee, with a full care 
service provided for permanent and holiday 
guests. The rooms all have views of the gardens 
and countryside. 

Enquiries for full particulars to The Matron 

Telephone: (01525) 240240 



- x WE HELP YOUNG PEOPLE 
(/Ry FREE and confidential 
information. 

Help and counselling. 
Questions and problems ef all types 

YOU HELP US: 

Volunteers - We need extra people to staff our service 
Accommodation - Let us know if you rent any accommodation 
Open Monday to Friday 1 1-5. Other times by appointment 

Call In or phone High Wycombe 437373 

YOUTH ENQUIRY SERVICE 
52 Fiogmore, High Wycembe 


INSPECTION REPORTS ON 
NURSING AND CARE HOMES 

in Berkshire are available to the public. 
You can get a copy of the latest report on a Home either 
from the Home itself, or from:- 
For Nursing Homes: 
Nursing Homes Registration Manager, 
Berkshire Health Authority, 
57-59 Bath Road, Reading RG30 2BA 
Tel: 0118 982 2903 
For Residential Care Homes: 
The Inspection Unit, West Berkshire Council, Unit 6, 
Commerce Park, Brunei Road, Theale, 
Berkshire RG7 4AB 
TEL: READING (0118) 930 6000 FAX: (0118) 930 5757 


Sheltered Property now 
available in Oxfordshire 


WE CURRENTLY HAVE ONE BEDROOM FLATS AND 
BEDSITS AVAILABLE FOR RENT IN OUR SHELTERED 
PROPERTY IN SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE 
All properties have: 

• Full time Warden services • 24 hour central alarm 
system • Own kitchen, bathroom and front door • Central 
heating • Free laundry • Guest rooms • Attractive 
communal gardens • Resident and guest only parking • 

Prices range from £30 to £68 per week 

For more Information please call: « 

Louise Dunn Tel: 01235 515915 QO 5 A 
Melanie Higgins Tel: 01235 515925 


WE REMEMBER, YOU COME FIRST 


:>KRS~ 


NURSING & COMMUNITY SERVICES 

ESTABLISHED 19B4 


THAMES VALLEY’S MOST SUCCESSFUL PRIVATE NURSING AGENCY 


• Fully qualified Nurses and Exp. HCA’s 

• Private Nursing Homes 

• NHS Hospitals 

• Private Hospitals 

• Professional, Caring Service 


• Home Care 

• Care in the Community 

• Respite Care, Key time Coverage 

• Fully Trained Homecarers 

• 24 hour, 7 days a week 


MAIDENHEAD 

01628 770722 01628 789755 

NURSING COMMUNITY 

FAX: 01628 776735 


7 High Street, Maidenhead, Berks. (Opposite The Bear Hotel) 

MEMBER OF THE BERKS. & BUCKS HOMECARE ASSOCIATION - LICENSED & INSPECTED ANNUALLY BY BERKSHIRE CC 


CHIPS 

CHRISTIAN INTERNATIONAL PEACE SERVICE 

General Secretary 

Challenging opportunity for enthusiastic, committed 
and capable person to strengthen the peacemaking 
and development work of CHIPS. 

Roles include support of Uganda project, initiation 
of new projects, personnel recruitment and trail ing, 
fund-raising and publicity. Leadership, management 
and training skills required. 

Experience of overseas development work preferred. 
For details, contact: 

CHIPS, Bix Bottom Farm, 
Henley-on-Thames RG9 6BH 

01491 577745 


★ ★★★ 


SOLOISTS, CHOIRS 
& ORGANISTS 

For Funerals and 
Weddings 

Available at short 
notice, weekdays a 
speciality. 
Distance no object 

THE 

BEACONSFIELD 

SINGERS 

Will give your event 
that little extra 
Phone 01628 533004 

(Funeral Director 
Enquiries welcome) 


KITCHEN 

REFURBISHMENT 



MADE TO MEASURE DOORS 


ADD EXTRA CADINETS, WORKTOPS, CORNICE ETC 

FREE LEAFLET/ PRICE GUIDE 


HOMES AND CARDENS 


nnnoc iiidcot unit9harrierpark 

UUUnO UlllLul HAWKSWORTH. DIDCOT 

01235 816595 
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etern Aerial 5yet erne 

Specialists in the supply and installation of: 

• TV and FM aerials 

• Satellite systems 

• Distribution systems 

• Satellite and video distribution 

• Repairs to existing aerials and systems 

Installations are carried out to the highest standards by qualified engineers. 

We have over 15 years experience of both domestic and co mm ercial installations. 

We offer a prompt and reliable service backed up by our two year guarantee 

For a free estimate please call 

0118 926 5640 


, .Wee 


ANDY MEADOWS 

General Carpenter and Builder 


For free 
estimates 


I 



1 


Call Banbury 
276753 


J 


R McCLURG 

Home Improvements Consultancy 


Take a look through the perfect windows doors and 
conservatories. 

We are proud to offer grade 1 PVCU Pilkington 
Glass as standard, all internal beading. 

Fully Guaranteed, Quote Beater 
If your looking for the best quality at the lowest price 
Tel: 01865 77803? 
or 07979 666509 

special rebate for Police, Fire 
Brigade, Ambulance, Nursing Staff, 
Local Government employees and 
Civil Service 




CLEARSEAL 

SYSTEMS 


01295 261154 



6 PVCu WINDOWS for £1350 


£644 

£449 

£375 


FRENCH DOORS from 

FRONT DOORS from 

(Solid Feature Panel) 

BACK DOORS from 


Family owned and run with many years experience 
providing top quality, high security products at right 
prices. All come with our 10 year guarantee with 
insurance backed option. Free quotes. No pressure. 
No gimmicks. No deposits. 


PRICES INCLUDE FITTING AND VAT. WINDOWS ARE SUBJECT TO SURVEY AND WITH ONE OPENER. 


<S> 


Look good outside. 
Feel warm inside. 


Six uPVC windows 
for only 

£1500 


including VAT, fitting 
and a 10 year guarantee 



High Security Locks, External 
Sills, 24mm Double Glazing, 

1 Fixed & 1 Opening Vent 
Advanced Technology at Budget Prices! 

Acorn Windows 

For a Quotation with NO PRESSURE 
contact Acorn on 
FREEPHONE 0800 5426212 
As advertised on Fox FM 97.4 


(cjdT 


Acorn 

the Exclusive Window Company 
BICESTER • OXFORD • BANBURY 


) 


HOMEWORK 

GENERAL REFURBISHMENT / 
AND INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES / 


For further information 
or free estimate contact: 
David Taylor 
Tel/Fax: 01993 883 802 
Mobile: 0850 056614 




There’s something about an ESSE that stands out. It may not 
be the first cooking range manufacturer you think of (even 
though they’ve been cooking 6c heating homes for a century 
and a half), but if you take the time to 
come and see one in our showroom, 
you’ll understand what makes an ESSE 

stand out from the crowd. vai adtdiitic •■mail 


1.1)1) M.K\ l( IS I I I) 
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Green 

Fingers 


For all your garden 
'maintenance 
'Please call 
[Richard Clay 

[Tel 01295 730279 
Mobile 0705 005 1440 



CAN’T USE 
YOUR BATH? 


It’s a 
bath 
It’s a 
shower 
It’s a spa 


TRY OUR 
WALK-IN BATH 
Aquaspray 2000 

OSOO 3890898 

FOR A FREE BROCHURE 
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Pioneer of compassion 

Caroline Cox could not have been more surprised when 
;he was invited to Downing Street to be told that she 
vas being considered for a peerage. As Baroness Cox of 
iueensbury and Deputy Speaker of the House of Lords, 
;he found herself with the ideal platform from which 
;o express her concerns for persecuted Christians. 

\ woman of tremendous energy and faith, Caroline 
begins each day with a rum and her prayers. Her biogra- 
pher, the journalist Andrew Boyd, who must be her 
lunior by some 20 years, finds he needs to go into train- 
ing before accompanying her on one of her fact-finding 
missions to Sudan, Nagorno Karabakh or Eritrea! 

Andrew Boyd’s book Baroness Cox: A Voice for the Voiceless 
;Lion, £7.99) gives us some insights into the background 
Df the President of the Christian human rights organisa- 
tion, Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW), but you 
come away from it knowing more about the dark histo- 
ry of post-war Sudan and Britain’s broken promises to 
Burma than you do about the minutiae of the life of 
Caroline Cox. But this is how she wished it. She would 
not have allowed this book to be written if it had not 
also been a vehicle for the ‘voiceless’ - the persecuted 
Christians in remote corners of the world who are not 
visited by any other aid agency. 

Caroline has made over 50 visits to southern Sudan, a 
country where the Islamic north has been waging a ten- 
year civil war on the Christian south; she has looked 
into the graves of massacred Armenians, and she has 
responded to the cries of abandoned children in 
Moscow’s orphanages (CSW is now helping introduce a 
fostering system to Russia). She goes to these places to 
gather evidence of slavery and bombing, of ethnic 
cleansing and torture, but she also goes to show her sol- 
idarity with suffering people. 

Andrew Boyd’s book is meticulously researched and is 
ideal background reading for those who wish to under- 
stand, for example, the reasons behind the man-made 
famine in Sudan. Yet the hair-raising stories of 
Caroline’s journeys read like an adventure novel. When 
Andrew Boyd asked her elder son Robin whether he ever 
tried to stop her from undertaking such dangerous mis- 
sions, he said: ‘We’ve got past the stage of being worried 
about her. We know her work is dangerous, but nothing 
in the world will stop her doing it. We share her 
Christian faith, feel what she does is of the utmost 
importance and are fully behind her. We’re very proud 
of her’. 

Venetia Horton 


The Simple Life 

Local writer and broadcaster Nick Page suggests we 
cut up our credit cards, shop locally and get rid of 
clutter. Keep It Simple (HarperCollins, £4.99) is a pock- 
et-sized book along the lines of the hugely successful 
Little Book of Calm. Nick Page’s ideas for a stress-free 
lifestyle, however, are firmly based in his Christian 
faith - not that they are necessarily ground-breaking 
or even original. He does tend to veer from the grand 
statement (write your own rule of life) to the obvious 
(turn off the TV), but anyone who feels it’s time to 
step aside and reassess their priorities will do well to 
be reminded that it’s good to ‘keep it simple*. VH 



Tenniel’s African childhood 


S carred for life by childhood deprivations; alienated from 
the Church because of early years of reluctant Sunday 
observances? It has become a familiar apology for adult athe- 
ism. So how refreshingly different it was to be with Tenniel 
Evans! Yet he was separated from his parents in Kenya, when 
the war came, for 20 years: no more than ten years old, he 
travelled alone to England for the sake of the spartan rigours 
of education at a boarding school, and holidays spent in a 
country rectory with relatives. 

Tenniel’s many friends in the Diocese of Oxford will know 
that his life did not follow the path of rejection and rebellion; 
it makes this autobiography compulsive reading. Don’t Walk in 
the Long Grass (Bantam Press, £15) is a story told with rich 
memories of the 1930s spiced with surprises and humour. 

And what a childhood: the young Tenniel was for ever run- 
ning (but ‘not in the long grass’) barefoot with African 
companions, unafraid of wild animals and reptiles, chasing 
butterflies and observing birds - until it was all changed by 
success at Kitale School and a scholarship to Christ’s Hospital. 

This is an autobiography written with style. It does not pro- 
ceed in chronological order but, more dramatically, by a 
series of time-shifts - not unlike the narrative of Homer’s 
Odyssey. So from bewildered Tenniel arriving in London, we 
are taken back to Kenya and then returned to pre-war 
Warwickshire and at last to the adolescent, comfortable in his 
school’s mediaeval blue uniform. The book serves also as an 
authentic piece of social history - of a typical expatriate, and 
rather unsuccessful, farming family in Africa, and of a rural 
parish in the Midlands where the rectory, the hub of the vil- 
lage community, employed half-a-dozen servants! 

A sequel, provisionally entitled The Perfect Hexagon, is 
promised, and surely this will record Tenniel’s experiences in 
his later career, at university and RADA, with the 
Northampton Rep and the National and in television. But 
readers of The DOOR will hope also for incisive reflection on 
religious broadcasts and on non-stipendiary ministry as a 
priest in Buckinghamshire. 

Canon Wilfrid Browning 

Canon Wilfrid Browning is a former Director of Ordinands for the 
Diocese of Oxford 


Model church guide 

There are two kinds of church guides: the unreadable ones 
that lie in dusty piles on a table by the door, and the read- 
able kind that beckon the visitor in to find out more about 
the church’s story. 

Holy Trinity Wolverton’s new church guide is very firm- 
ly in the second category. Holy Trinity Wolverton 
Buckinghamshire (Sheldon Publishing, £3.95) sets a new 
standard in guide books. It has been made possible by a 
legacy from Mabel Florence French to whose memory it is 
dedicated. The clarity of John Brushe’s text, the appealing 
easy-to- follow layout, including an unusually large type 
size, and the full colour pictures, make this church guide 
a model for others. CZ 


Journey to Whitchurch 

Richard Hughes, the Rector of Whitchurch, has written, 
printed and published a beautiful and discreetly learned 
book. St Mary's Church, Whitchurch on Thames. A Journey 
Through Time is also most readable, a joy to handle and a 
joy to look at. It is the very model of desk-top publishing. 

Lavishly illustrated with well-chosen images, the book 
takes us from the misty founding of the church to the build- 
ing as it now stands after its confident Victorian revamping. 
Since the Conquest, when an arch was added over the south 
door, Whitchurch has not been a backwater and from the 
15th century onwards, many relics have come down to us 
including brasses, accounts and monuments. 

Among the rectors arid their curates were many devoted 
men. Luke de Beaulieu became rector in 1683. His book, 
Take Heed of Both Extremes , shows him thoroughly won over 
to the middle way of our English Church, while in a later 
book he yearns for a fold embracing all who follow no rule 
but that of the Son of God. 

Most arresting is the life of Allen Gardner of Coombe 
Lodge; the carnage of naval battle turned him into a mis- 
sionary and he met his death in Tierra del Fuego in 1851. 
The very many who would like a copy of this fascinating 
book must press the Rector for a second edition: the first 
sold out in a week. 

MA Screech 

The Revd Michael Screech is NSM at St Giles, Oxford 

Spirituality and sleepless nights 

As I read Josephine Feeny’s book, I was reminded of my 
own experience of being a mum with two small children: 
the sleepless nights, the temper tantrums and the struggle 
to get them ready for the 9.30am Sunday service. 

Sowing the Seeds of Love, Spirituality for Young Children 
(Lion, £6.99) is a practical and down-to-earth book which 
looks at the importance of sharing the Christian faith with 
children not just through prayer and Bible stories, but in 
every aspect of life. Finding God as much in the sleepless 
nights as in the singing of hymns; finding moments of 
peace amidst the endless round of washing and cooking, 
can all add to the richness of sharing faith with our chil- 
dren. Although I felt the first part of the book was a little 
simplistic, the second half raises some important issues 
about the responsibility of the whole Church community 
in making welcome those who come with small children. 

Jenny Hyson 

Jenny Hyson is the Oxford Diocesan Children's Adviser 


BEACHER HALL 
NURSING CENTRE 

42 Bath Road, Reading RG1 6NG 



Leading The Wag 
in Nursing Care 

Beacher Hall offers professional 
discreet care in modern, purpose 
built surroundings. 

We aim to provide the best possible 
care for our Residents and the 
highest possible standards of 
comfort. Our staff work hard to 
create a warm homely atmosphere 
where family and friends are 
always welcome. 

Come and see for yourself 

Call Jane or Gill on 
01189 530600 




ACE DENTURE 
CENTRES 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE 
OF DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look 
like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the 
► premises 

•FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported to 
return to your natural appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like 
dentures enquire about 
our IVOCLAR DENTURE 
SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 
DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE 
YOU WAIT 

For appointments phone 
(24 hour) 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 




174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 


HEMPTON FIELD NURSING HOME 

Small, friendly Home situated in the pleasant village of 
Chinnor, provides the highest standards of care and attention 
in comfortable and relaxed surroundingsr 

• Single or Companion Rooms, many with en-suite facilities 

• Long and short term care available • Activities programme 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, OR AN APPOINTMENT TO 

VIEW, PLEASE CONTACT 

Mrs. M. Adams, Matron, on Tel: 01844-351766 

36 LOWER ICKNIEID WAY, CHINNOR, OXON OX9 4EB 


THE COOKHAM RIVERSIDE 

Residential Nursing Home 

Situated on the banks of the River Thames, The Cookham 
Riverside complements its stunning location by providing the 
highest standards of care and attention in comfortable and 
relaxed surroundings. 

• All single rooms • Activities programme 
• Long and short term care available 
For further information, or an appointment 
to view please contact: 

Miss P. Hadley, Matron on TeL 01628-810557 

Berries Road, Cookham, Berks SL6 9$D 


37 CAMBRIDGE ST.. AYLESBURY 
Rear of Marks & Spencers 


DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 

SHOWROOM OPEN MON-SAT INC. 9.30am TO i.OOpm TEI.. 01793 70131.3 

514 CRICKLADE ROAI>, (OPP MOON RAKER PUB), SWINDON 


POWERCHAIRS AND SCOOTERS 


IB 



For a sense of freedom 




: : - v . m 


and around the home 



WALKING AIDS BATH LIFT STAIR LIFT 

PHONE FOR A FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 
LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 


! 
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~ A QUESTION OF CARING ~ 


A fully serviced 
apartment at 
Aynhoe Park 

At Aynhoe Park we have apartments suited 
to retired professional people. The 
Apartments range in size from small studio 
rooms to three-roomed apartments. All 
have a private bathroom and utility area. 
All meals, cleaning, apartment mainte- 
nance and heating are provided and there is 
24 hour cover. 

At the moment we have a selection of 
vacant apartments. A loan is payable for 
the apartment and a monthly charge covers 
the services provided. 


ALZHEI 


SR’S DISEASE 


We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer's disease. 
We have qualified and experienced staff, large gardens 
and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, 
or respite care, contact: 

GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around. 

JjOutDINQTON 

Near Banbury 

5R)USB Oxon 0X17 ISD 

1 — mwm i B Telephone: (01295) 750513 



ALAN G. WRIGHT & CO LTD 
Monumental 
Masons 


t * Sherborne House, Shaw Hill 
Newbury RG14 2EQ 

Telephone: (01635) 40480 

for a free brochure and advice 



Caring in your 
own home 



For a helping hand 

% 01494 678503 


'(letter H:uu. 9 Windsor Erd 
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If you would like to know more, or 
view the apartments, telephone the 
Administrators on (01869) 810636. 


A new concept in care for 
the elderly 

Positioned in the heart of the Cotswolds near Burford and a 
regional winner of the Housing Design Award, this beautiful 
Grade II* listed Residential & Nursing 
home provides the location for 16 
luxurious apartments and four new stone 
cottages which have been designed 
specifically for those seeking choice 
independence and long term security 
during retirement. 

The complex incorporates, 

24 hour Residential and Nursing care, 
and Prebendal Court, collectively 
known as Graduated Care. They 
combine superbly in an idyllic and tranquil riverside setting, 
with a congenial relaxing atmosphere, lounges, library, licensed 
bar, fine cuisine 
and superb leisure 
facilities. 

For further 
information and 
brochure on any 
aspect of this 
unique facility, 
whether to purchase 

an apartment/cottage, take a residential suite within the home or 
receive full nursing care. 


Please contact Shirley Lefort 


HARRIAS.fi 
HOUSE iSsm 


Hedgerley Lane j|pfp 
Beaconsfield 
Bucks HP9 2SD 
01494 674204 



Harrias House is a REGISTERED CARE 
HOME for the well elderly. This elegant 
house, with a large garden, is situated 
in the Old Town. There are three 
reception rooms and a lift. Residents 
may bring their own furniture. Most 
have en suite facilities. Long or short 
stays. Clergy visit regularly, also 
hairdresser. 

A Registered Charity no 14514R providing 


RESIDENTIAL CARE 


Manager: Mrs Cooper 


heartstA rt 


IF A REALATIVE COLLAPSED 
WOULD YOU KNOW WHAT TO DO? 

You can learn - it's easy 
We will show you at one of our monthly 
FREE 2 hour courses at 

Horton Hospital, Banbury 
or 

Churchill Hospital, Oxford 
Phone: 01865 222995 to book your place 


Oxford Heartstart is a part of Oxford Radcliffe Hospital 
Charitable Fund registered charity #1057295 and affiliated to 
the British Heart Foundation 


POORS M? 

The Home Care Service 


PROVIDING HELP AT HOME 
THROUGHOUT 
ALL OF BERKSHIRE & 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 


MEMBER 

m 


-IKH£A= 


READING OFFICE 01 1 8 975 5556 


SLOUGH/WINDSOR: 

MAIDENHEAD OFFICE 01 753 862862 
BRACKNELL /HEAD OFFICE 01344 751000 
ACOUNTSDEPT. 01344 750333 

Head Office: Sarem House, lower Broadmoor Road, 
Crowthome, Berkshire. RC45 71A. 
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Oxford Aunts, 

Xare & Nursing Agency '4 


We have been helping the elderly 
and disabled to stay in their own 
homes for 30 years now. 

We can offer home help to full 
care. 

Day and Night visits from 2 hours 
to 24 hour live-in care. 
Please call us for further details on 


The Old Prebendal House - 01993 831888 
Prebendal Court - 01993 832600 
Shipton-under-Wychwood 
Oxford OX7 6BQ 


01865 791016 for day care 
\ 01865 791017 for live-in care 


Licensed by the Department of Employment and 
by the Oxfordshire CCasa Nursing Agency 



BISHOP ASSERTS THE NEED / 
RESPECT AND DIGNITY FOR 


The Right Rev Richard 
Harries, Bishop of 
Oxford, says: 

"Christian 
organisations have an 
important contribution 
to make ensuring older 
people get the respect 
and dignity they 
deserve." 

He told those 
assembled at the 
opening of Trinity Care's 
latest establishment, 
Brookfield Christian Care 
Home in Oxford, that: 
“With the commercial 
pressures at work in our 
society it is very easy for 
such people to be 
neglected." He 

contrasted attitudes to 
the elderly in this country 
with those in China and 
many third world 
countries. 

Speaking of the new 


home, built on the 
outskirts of the city, he 
said: "It is particularly 
important that in a Home 
like this, with its Christian 
foundation and its little 
chapel upstairs, the 
people needn't feel that 
the end of their life is 
simply a sad process of 
physical decline. It is a 
20th .century myth that 
life is nothing but a 
process of physical 
growth followed by 
physical decline. 

From a Christian 
perspective, life is a 
process of total growth of 
body, mind and spirit with 
the continuing possibility 
of growth into God and in 
our life through Christ. 
That is what this place 
stands for and we are 
delighted to have it here 
in Oxford." 


Brookfield offers 
accommodation for 66 
residents and has the 
potential to create up to 
100 full and part-time 
jobs. 

Welcoming the new 
Home, Councillor Valerie 
Smith says: "It is good 
news for our area. It 
meant a £2.5 million 
investment, and has 
been a great boost for 
local employment. This is 
a young estate and we 
know that communities 
have to be balanced. At 
the moment it may be too 
balanced the other way, 
so we are very pleased 
to welcome more elderly 
people to our estate and 
we hope that maybe this 
will lead to some other 
community initiatives." 

The design and 
construction of the three 
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Blood Donors are amazing people ! 


Giving blood really does save lives and it doesn't take long. 
About an hour every four months and of course it's not 
painful and is entirely safe. 

If you live in Oxford and would like to join the Oxford Blood 
Centre clinic panel call us on 01865 447939. We can offer 
appointments from 8.45 am to 4 pm, Monday to Friday, plus 
to 7.00 pm on Wednesdays. 


So - DO SOMETHING AMAZING! 

Give the gift of Life by becoming a Blood Donor 


The Care Agency 



... because YOU care ... 

When your relatives can no longer cope at home 
on their own why not consider an alternative to 
the traditional option , that of a residential home .... 

To find out about a reliable way of providing the necessary 
support to enable them to enjoy staying in their own homes . 


Call free on 0800 834343 (office hours) 
or on 01455 558644 (24 hour service) 


Crossways Trust Ltd. 

Reg Charity No. 23160 

Crossways Trust is a non-profit making charity which , for the past 50 years has 
run residential and nursing homes for the elderly. 

Now , in its Golden Jubilee year the Trust is delighted to announce its new 
ownership of 

The Swallows Care Centre , Epsom Grove , Bletchley 
Nr Milton Keynes , Buckinghamshire 
Tel: 01908 630670. Fax: 01908 630680 

“The Swallows” is situated on the outskirts of Bletchley within a community setting. It 
is appointed to the highest standard and all rooms have en-suite facilities. All meals are 
home cooked with a varied daily menu. We would be delighted for you to visit our 
Home and to view the superb facilities 

available to the Residents, including a library, hairdressing salon and 
shopping facilities. Our Day Centre is used by both 
residents and the local community, offering a vari- 
ety of activities. 

For our less able residents 24-hour nursing care is 
available. The Trust has established a reputation 
over the past 50 years for providing care of the 
highest quality in its Homes, treating each resident 
as an individual, with their own special qualities, 
experience and talents. Every member of staff is 
dedicated to encouraging this ethos. 

For further details please apply directly to the Manager of the Home or to our 
Head Office at the following address: 

CROSSWAYS TRUST LIMITED 
19 PARKFIELD ROAD, WORTHING, WEST SUSSEX BN13 1EN 
Telephone 01903 211011. Fax: 01903 211077 
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Brookfield Christian Care 

Home 
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Are YOU a full time carer? 
Would YOU like a break...? 


LPMA can offer: 


) PROVIDE 
E OLDER PERSON 


ey Home makes for 
attractive environment 
residents to live in 
I enables higher 
3ls of care to be 
ivered more 

actively and efficiently, 
rookfield is owned 
I managed by Trinity 
e pic, a national 
vider of care for older 
►pie. The company’s 
ef Executive, Mr 
/id Henderson, said: 
am delighted that we 
now able to provide, 
his specially designed 
ne our distinctive 
losophy of whole 
son care. It will 
able qualified and 
tivated staff to deliver 
re efficiently a very 
h standard of care to 
idents. 


"We hope to create a 
warm, family 

environment at 

Brookfield. Already, firm 
links have been 
established with a 
number of local churches 
each of whom plan to 
participate in the aspect 
of the life of the Home". 

Brookfield has been 
built by Trinity Care pic in 
conjunction with 

Maynard & Lock 

Developers and Gleeson 
Construction at a cost of 
£2. 5m. The home will 
provide care for both the 
frail elderly and elderly 
mentally ill, including 
those with high 

dependency needs. 

Contact Wendy 

Champion on 01865 
779888. 


THE LEAGUE OF FRIENDS 

OF THE CHURCHILL HOSPITAL 
HEADINGTON OXFORD 0X3 7LJ 

Registered Charity No. 280612 
Require Your 

HELP 

CAN YOU SPARE A 
FEW HOURS PER WEEK? 

Volunteers are required to help at the 
League of Friends Cafeteria. Through the 
income generated by the work of volunteers 
the League are able to provide much needed 
comforts for the benefit of patients and 
visitors at the Churchill Hospital. 

This is a very rewarding and worthwhile 
cause and however much time you could 
spare would be greatly appreciated. 

Help will be given towards travel expenses. 
For further details please contact Mrs I. 
Webb on 01865 225598 or Mrs D. 
Carbery on 01865 225908. 


WORTON FARMS LTD 


Ilf 

Worton 


CASSINGTON OXFORD 


vvuriun h fo*. 

4#*** Park 
Composting 

worton supa~son 

Recycled / organic 

Soil Improving Compost, 
Mulches & Top Soil 

PHONE 

01865 881644 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 


Freeland House 


a DOVE CARE nursing and residential home 


> Respite care for 
Methodist members or 
their dependents 


> Peace of mind for 
long-term carers 


P Five Mutual Aid 
Homes homes in 
England where respite 
care places may be 
available 


Go on holiday or take a 
break at home, knowing 
that your relative or friend 
being looked after in a 
professional, caring 
environment. 


For further details, please contact 


ipmn 

I M«febdfW»n 
MMMa 

Registered Charity No. 213001 


Tel: 

01923 

775856 


Mutual Aid Homes, 
Head Office, 
Dept. DIO, 
89 High Street, 
Rickmanswofth, 
Herts, WD31EF 


The Impressive Frontage of Freeland House 

The original house which has recently been upgraded has a 
number of very spacious bedrooms which enables clients to bring 
with them many of their beloved possessions if they wish. 

Quality of care is of prime importance and as part of that 
commitment the home is registered with the British Standards 
Institute (B.S.I.) to ISO 9000(2) Quality Assurance Standard. 

We are proud that the independent inspections made by the B.S.I. 
have consistently shown that the staff manage the system 
efficiently and that we ace constantly reviewing our practices to 
maintain or improve standards of care. 


A view from a clients window 


Living and coping at home can be difficult in today’s world 
especially if one is alone and vulnerable through the impact of 
age or poor health. If you need long term care or just a holiday 
break, we are here to help. 

Freeland House in its elegant original style has for many years 
cared for the elderly people of the surrounding communities as a 
nursing home providing high quality nursing care. 

In December 1998, a brand new extension was opened 
comprising 42 single bedrooms all with en-suite facilities. Each 
room overlooks lawns and gardens and is tastefully furnished to 
a very high standard. 


Matron Mrs 
Deborah Flanagan, 
with Norah Bailey, 
one of the many 
happy residents. 


We are located in Wroslyn Road, Freeland, 15 minutes by car 
from Oxford Centre, 10 minutes from Witney. 


The Matron outside the newly-built wing. 

Training is ongoing, full induction programmes exist for all staff, 
qualified nurses are supported to meet legally required education 
standards. Relevant courses are held for ancillary staff, i.e. health 
and hygiene for catering staff. The auxiliary nurses benefit from 
NVQ courses as well as a varied in-house programme, thus 
ensuring a better understanding of a variety of issues relating to 
the care of elderly people. 

The Matron, Mrs Deborah Flanagan, said: “We now have some 
very special accommodation to offer to our clients and we would 

be very happy to 
show you round our 
home”. 

Tel: 01993 881258 
or call in if you 
are passing. 


The new 42 bed extension 


Providing Whole Person Care meeting the physical, 
emotional and spiritual needs of the individual. 

Purpose built quality nursing accommodation for frail 
elderly and elderly mentally infirm people. 

TEL: 01865 779888 

Little Bury, off Grenoble Road, Oxford 0X4 5UY 
Fax: 01865 779444 


o The. 
Samaritans 


of Slough, Windsor 
and Maidenhead 


are available, 24 hours a day, to befriend those passing 
through personal crisis, who may be at risk of dying by suicide. 

Have YOU ever 
thought of joining us? 

We are looking for ordinary, caring people (any age) who are 
available for about three-four hours a week. 
Comprehensive training is given, with lots of on-going support. 
Why not pick up the telephone today to find out more? 


Tel. Slough (01753) 531011 


t'T- da /e offawbe 

Residential Home for the Elderly 


OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL REGISTER 
Private detached home set in 1/3 acre 

Close to all Amenities to City 
Centre 

Home Cooking 
Pleasant ?nd Friendly 
Atmosphere 

Home from Home 

For details - Mrs Harrison RGN 

01865 864621 

2 Third Acre Rise, Oxford OX2 9DA 








1 8 . young door 


THE DOOR JUNE 1999 


The 

time 

of 

our 

lives 


T housands of young people con- 
verged on London from April 30 - 
May 3 for the Time of Our Lives, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury’ event for 
young people. They included 120 from 
Berks, Bucks and Oxfordshire, the 
largest contingent from any diocese. 

Churches in London played host as 
they attended 30 seminars and work- 
shops offering a unique opportunity to 
explore a broad Christian vocation. A 
workshop on ‘Planning an Event’ was 
led by our Diocesan Youth Officer, 
Andrew Gear. 

The four-day festival kicked off with 
a concert in the Albert Hall presented 
by Diane Louise Jordan and Tim Vine 
and introducing Why, DBA, Los 
Compadres and the London Gospel 
Choir. Over the weekend they were 
joined by Christian celebrities like 
Simon Mayo, actress Melanie Pullen 
Clark (Mary from East Enders) athlete 


Jonathan Edwards, and 59 Church of 
England Bishops to discuss subjects 
ranging from the environment to cop- 
ing with depression. 

MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE 

‘Let's together not only have a 
greater commitment to the 
church, but seek to change its 
culture in the days ahead. What I 
want to see is a culture of risk, a 
culture of adventure, a culture of 
generosity and deep, joyful faith in 
its Founder; who of course - is the 
reason for the Millennium 
Celebrations. Let us together 
make this time of our lives a time 
to live with the adventure of 
following Christ all the days of our 
lives.' 

The Archbishop of Canterbury's Millennium 
challenge to young people at The Time of Our 
Lives. 


There was also plenty of fun - jazz 
in at Lambeth Palace on Saturday 
night, comedy in Central Hall 
Westminster and on Sunday a garden 
party in Lambeth Palace culminated in 
a tug of war between the Bishops and 
diocesan champions, Blackburn. 

The final Eucharist in Lambeth 
* Palace Gardens gathered everyone 
together for a rousing farewell, includ- 
ing a rap reading of the Gospel. 

‘The over-riding message from the 
young people themselves was that it 
made the Church of England accessi- 
ble. For the first time they saw 
archbishops and bishops being ordi- 
nary people instead of part of the 
structures. They really d id have the 
time of their lives,’ said Andrew Gear. 

The Bishop of Oxford is following 
the trend and hosting a Time of your 
Life reunion on June 13 at 2pm in his 
back garden! 
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Games in Lambeth Palace 

garden for the Archbishop 
of Canterbury and Michelle 
Satchell from St Aldate's 
Church, Oxford who is seen 
below with the rest of the 
‘St Aldate's Posse* outside 
Central Hall, Westminster. 
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Visit to Whitechapel Mission 

‘When the time came for the mission to open at 4.30pm I 
was very nervous and quite scared of what was going to hap- 
pen. The homeless people were queuing up outside and when 
Tony was about to open the doors he asked us if we were 
ready. Inside I was saying no, but once they started queuing up 
before the hatch and we were giving them the sandwiches it 
wasn’t too bad. The people were as you would expect in one 
way - they were dirty and one particular person had really 
long nails - but they were all human beings and some were 
quite funny whilst others didn’t say anything and just took the 
sandwiches. 

I was disappointed when we had to go. Although I thought it 
was going to be scary it was actually fun. It was all made 
worth while when a man came up and said, Thank you, you 
are doing a good job’. 

Members of Holy Trinity, Cookham have recently started helping out at the 
Whitechapel Mission for the homeless in East London. Hannah Pullen, aged* 
1 3, wrote an article about her visit there for the May Cookham 
Parishioner. This is an extract from it 



The Holy Land 
Jordan - Egypt 
Syria - Lebanon 
Turkey - Greece 
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A professional, caring 
service for those wishing to 
plan a group pilgrimage - 

The Choice is yours ! 

/choose your accommodation level, 
/choose your preferred date of departure, 
/choose your preferred duration of visit, 
/choose your preferred airport of departure, 
/write your own itinerary - 
/or modify our suggestions. 

We offer - 

I 

» 

» 

I 
I 
» 

I 


interaction with local Christians, 
your own personalised colour brochures, 
your own personalised colour posters, 
your own personalised mailing leaflets, 
your own personalised Booking Forms, 
launch support with Video or Slides, 
to work to your budget. 


A NA 77 / A Ra V Goodburn 

Sll T/li YT/ 1 KENT OFFICE 

Carlton Hill, Herne Bay, 
Kent CT6 8HR 
Tel: 01227-741490 
Fax: 01 227-368225 


URS 


80, 


d Travel Agents 

Integrity in 7nuvl‘ 


2732 


E-MAIL ray@maranatha.co.uk 
WEB SITE http://www.marahatha.co.uk 



Lovely countryside, many places of interest and Snowdonia within easy reach 
Cloverley Stall set in 9 acres of woodland and laums 
‘The ideal venue for your church holiday 

Comfortable accommodation, delicious meals, swimming pool, tennis court, games room and more! 

Excellent value for money! 

For more details and a brochure, contact Nicky Hieber 
Cloverley Hall, Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 4PH 

Tel: 01948 890688 Fax: 01948 890366 

E-Mail: Ben&Nicky@CloverleyHall.swinternet.co.uk 

We are now taking individual bookings for two holidays hosted by Cloverley Hall in 1999! 

INVITES YOU TO 
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Fun Activities for the whole family 
Outings oiganised to explore the beautiful 
countryside. 

Comfortable bedrooms 
Delicious Home-Cooked Meals 
Evening Fellowship and a Guest Speaker 
£125 Full-board for the week 
Reductions for children 

For further details and a booking form contact: 

Cloverley Hall, Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 4PH 

TeL 01948 890688 Fax: 01948 890366 

E Mail: Ben4Nicky®CloverleyHalLs wintemeLco.uk 
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13 to 17 September 1999 

JOIN US FOR A 
MIDWEEK H0USEPARTY 

offering Relaxation, Fun activities for all 
Outings to explore the beautiful 
countryside 
Comfortable bedrooms 

Delicious Home-Cooked Meals 
Evening Fellowship and a Guest Speaker 
all for £99 

For further details and a booking form contact: 

Cloverley Hall, Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 4PH 

Tel: 01948 890688 Fax: 01948 890366 
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ead me, 0 Lord, in thy righteous- 
ness, make thy way plain before my 
I face: 

| For it is thou Lord, only, that makest me 
I dwell in safety. Psalm 4: v 5. 

I Let us pray to God our Father for: 

^Tuesday 1st Mursley Deanery. For the dean- 
lery initiative in mission, and for the work of 

■ Capt. Matt Kruczek in enabling this to hap- 
pen. For the deanery confirmation on June 

1 22nd. For the area dean - Norman Cotton, 

■ synod lay chairman - Winifred Jones. 
"Wednesday 2nd Cheddington with 
iMentmore and Marsworth: clergy - Roger 

| Hale. Great Brickhill with Bow Brickhill and 
"little Brickhill: clergy - Stephen Toze. 

I Thursday 3rd DAY OF THANKSGIVING FOR 
| HOLY COMMUNION (CORPUS CHRISTI) 

" Strengthen for service, Lord , the hands that holy 
I things have taken. 

| The bodies by thy body fed with thy new life 
" replenish. 

I For the Church of God throughout the world 
|- the Body of Christ. For all the Churches of 
the Diocese of Oxford and Kimberley and 

■ Kuruman. 

| Friday 4th Ivinghoe with Pitstone and 
Slapton: clergy - Anne Ballard. Linslade: cler- 
I gy - Colin Mattock, John Hadjioannou; 

| reader - Russell Stannard. 

Saturday 5th Mursley with Swanboume and 
I Little Horwood: clergy - John Kinchin Smith. 

| Newton Longville with Stoke Hammond and 
Whaddon: clergy - David Gregg, Brian 
I Saunders. 

| THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

■ Sunday 6th All those who are hard of hear- 
|ing. For the Diocesan Council for the Deaf: 

chairman - David Manship; vice chairman - 

■ Peter Lovegrove; chaplains - Roger Williams, 

| and his team of pastoral assistants. 

Monday 7th Stewkley with Soulbury and 

■ Drayton Parslow: clergy - Norman Cotton, 


Peter Lymbery: reader - John Hibberd. Wing 
with Grove: clergy -John Russell. Wingrave 
with Rowsham, Aston Abotts and 
Cublington: clergy - Bob Willmott, Siv 
Tunnicliffe. 

Tuesday 8th The continuing work and sup- 
port of the Church Mission Society (CMS) as 
it celebrates its bi-centenary. For their area 
secretary - Gill Poole. 

Wednesday 9th Witney Deanery. For the 
development of ministry teams in the 
parishes of the deanery and for the appoint- 
ment of a deanery children’s worker. For the 
area dean - Cameron Butland: synod lay 
chairman - Philip Rogers. 

Thursday 10th Bampton with Clanfield, 
Bampton Proper, Clanfield, Bampton Aston, 
Shifford, Lew: clergy - David Lloyd; reader - 
Pat Smith. 

Friday 11th ST. BARNABAS THE APOSTLE 
For our honorary assistant bishops: Kenneth 
Cragg, Leonard Ashton, Stephen Vemey, 
Michael Houghton, Ronald Gordon, Paul 
Burrough, John Bone, Keith Arnold, Henry 
Richmond. 

Saturday 12th Burford with Fulbrook and 
Taynton, Asthall with Swinbrook and 
Widford: clergy - Richard Coombs: reader - 
Malcolm Leonard. Carterton: clergy - Roger 
Billings, Richard Rogers: reader - Ann Gray. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 
Sunday 13th (World Church Sunday) 

Lord, you invite us to live as brothers and 
sisters, breaking down every separating 
barrier of race, culture or class. Inspire 
your Church throughout the world to dis- 
pel hatred and prejudice; to seek 
reconciliation and unity between all peo- 
ple; to pursue justice and freedom for all 
people; and to proclaim the good news of 
your Kingdom to all people. 

Monday 14th Cogges and South Leigh: clergy 
- Stephen Bessent, Andrew Goddard, 
Elizabeth Goddard: readers - David Page, 
Nicholas Pike, David Smith. Ducklington: 
clergy Bob Edy: readers - David Adams, 

Judith Levermore. 

Tuesday 15th Lower Windrush, Standlake, 
Stanton Harcourt, North Moor, Yelford: cler- 
gy - David Murray: readers - Ian Blair, Lynda 
Blair, Renaldo Marslin. Minister Lovell and 
Brize Norton: clergy - Adrian Gabb-Jones. 
Wednesday 16th Shill Valley and Broadshire, 
Alvescot, Black Bourton, Broadwell, 
Broughton Poggs with Filkins, Holwell: 
Kelmscott, Kencot, Your prayers each day are 
(6i^> much appreciated 


Langford including Grafton and Radcot, 
Little Farringdon, Shilton, Westwell: clergy - 
Ronald Lloyd, Christopher Rawson, Neville 
Usher-Wilson; reader -Joan Duncan. 
Thursday 17th Witney Team Ministry: clergy 
- Cameron Butland, Tim Ede, Will Adam, 
Lindsay Collins, John Cook, Claire Titcomb: 
readers - David Claremont, Geoffrey Morgan. 
Friday 18th The Historic Churches 


PRAYER FOR JUBILEE 
2000 

As world leaders gather in 
I Cologne on June 1 1 , we ask God 
to guide their decisions and to be 
alongside those who are cam - 
paigning to end the unrepayable 
debts of the world's poorest 
nations: 

God of justice and com- 
passion, challenge us to 
| face the inequalities of 
world debt. Help us to 
work with you to bring 
about a Year of Jubilee, a 
I year for the cancellation of 1 
the unrepayable debts of 
* the world’s poorest coun- 
I tries. With the help of your { 
' Son, our Saviour, Jesus 
i Christ. Amen 


Preservation Trust: secretary - Michael 
Tippen; hon. secretaries: Oxon - Richard 
Lethbridge; Berks - W. Stebbings; Bucks -Penny 
Keens. The Diocesan building officer: Roger 
Harwood: surveyors - Tony Clear, David 
Hooley. 

Saturday 19th Vale of White Horse Deanery. 
For the Rev’d Joan Hepburn and the Rev’d 
Simon Mokoena from the Diocese of Christ 
the King, Johannesburg who, through the 
auspices of CMS are visiting our deanery for 
ten weeks: that God may use them to chal- 
lenge us in our vision here. For the area 
dean - Andrew Bailey: synod lay chairman - 
Chris France. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
Sunday 20th Retired clergy and those still 
active in leading worship in our churches: 
for the Oxford Retired Clegy Association: 


chairman - Paul Rimmer and all who share 
their ministry. 

Monday 21st Ashbury, Compton Beauchamp 
and Longcot with Femham: clergy - Ken 
Singleton, Ken Weaver. 

Tuesday 22nd Gainfield, Buckland, 
Littleworth, Pusey: clergy - Colin Rudd. 
Cherbury, Chamey Bassett, Hinton Waldrist, 
Longworth, Lyford: clergy - Roy Woodhams. 
Wednesday 23rd Faringdon with Little 
Coxwell: clergy - Andrew Bailey, Michael 
Starr. Great Coxwell with Buscot, Coleshill 
and Eaton Hastings: clergy - Ian Beckwith. 
Thursday 24th 

THE BIRTH OF ST.JOHN THE BAPTIST 
As Elijah, he will go before God ,to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord. (St.Luke 1:17 ) 

For all who come to be prepared for Baptism 
and Confirmation and those who prepare 
them. O Lord increase our faith, renew a 
right spirit within us. 

Friday 25th Shrivenham with Watchfield 
and Bourton: clergy - Timothy Rawdon- 
Mogg. EricGutsell. 

Saturday 26th Stanford-in-the-Vale with 
Goosey and Hatford: clergy - Michael 
Wenham, Tony Lynn. Uffington, 
Shellingford, Woolstone and Baulking: cler- 
gy -John Gawne-Cain, Jim Payne. 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
Sunday 27th All involved in lay training and 
adult education. For our portfolio training 
co-ordinators: Oxon - Joanna Coney: Berks - 
Philip Tovey: Bucks - John Hammersley. 
Monday 28th Local Christian training pro- 
gramme directors: Oxon - Barbara Doubtfire: 
Berks - Becky Fisher, Margaret Davey, Roy 
Baxler, Judi Shepherd: Bucks - Peter 
Ballantine, Judy Rees, Murdoch MacKenzie. 
Tuesday 29th 

ST. PETER AND ST. PAUL APOSTLES 
For all those ordained at Petertide and for 
their future work in our parish churches, in 
sector ministeries, and in secular employ- 
ment. (See page 7 for list ofordinands) 
Wednesday 30th. The parishes receiving 
those recently ordained, and those involved 
in post ordination training. For our 
Continuing Ministerial Education adviser - 
Diane Clutterbuck. 

Sorry St Catherine of Siena Tilehurst! 
for omitting you from the prayer diary 
for April 18. Please pray for them this 
month:clergy - the Revd Alison Beever; 
readers - Tony Bartlett and Mike Heather 
and their daughter church, the Cornwell 
Community Church led by Tony Bartlett. 


PMiMmoti 

Crngfapm) 

Citatiani, TcjCtS, Toetfy&QyotZs. 

THE SPECIAL WAV TOjtfOW 
VOUR APPRECIATION WlT>f 

AN orioiNal Hand prawn gift 

Send for a (ufierfrm 

Co(in(j<rfwyn&Associatli, V CouttWoooCiane-, 
Tortstdafe, Croydon, Sumy CRp 

TARA 

We are the only Catholic Carriage masters in our area 
serving the funeral profession. 

Although small, we are well known as 
the premier turn out. 

“OFTEN IMITATED, NEVER EQUALLED” 
Daimler Hearse with matching Daimler Limousines 
Established 1959 

Directors: Pat and Annie Furlong 
2 The Croft, Harwell, Didcot, 

Oxon OXll 0ED 


Tel: (01235) 834151 


Classic Cars for Weddings and other occasions 
All supplied with uniformed chauffeurs 


toctsrQM 

QUALITY RESIDENTIAL 
FACILITY FOR HIRE 

(all year round) 

Sleeps 1 6 persons. Self Catering, 
single and bunk bed 
accommodation. 

Location: Forest of Dean, 
Glos. Ideal for youth groups, 
family groups, school groups. 
Other adventure activities locally 
are: Canoeing, Caving, Mountain 
Biking, Rock Climbing, Abseiling, 
Pony Trekking, Fishing. 

For further information, please 
ring Sean on 01594 563072 
A Registered Chority 1054757 


CHRISTIAN 
HERITAGE TOURS 

Northumbria and Scottish 
Borders 

Visit major Christian sites fully 
escorted by your own 
specialist guide. 
Evening talks, entrance fees 
and entertainment included. 
September dates still available 
5 nights half board £279 
Other short breaks also 
available. 

Escorted Tours Ltd. 

10 Cavendish Court, 
Durham DH7 8UW 
Tel: 0191 378 4700 
. Fax: 0191 378 4870 


★ ★★★ 


CLERGY TAX 
RETURNS 

Your tax return completed 
by a qualified accounting 
technician. Fixed Fee £80 

D Robin, MAAT, 

191 Brampton Road, Carlisle 
CA3 9 AX 

0800 3890 018 


★ ★★★ 


The Collects of Thomas Cranmer 


a 


f he Collects of 
i nomas Cranmer 


ALBAN BOOKS 



Edrs/Paul Zahl and Frederick Barbee 

Presents this rich devotional material in its original form 
and order, together with succinct commentaries giving 
the historical context for each Collect and its relevance 
for Christian meditation today. A delightful gift edition. 

This new edition will bring the prayers to life in a new 
way/ 

- Most Rev’d George Carey, Archbishop of Canterbury 
£9.99 Hardback 0802838456 Eerdmans 


Inheriting Paradise: Meditations 
on Gardening Vigen Guroian 

Finding in the garden our most concrete connection 
with life and God's gracious giving, the author uses 
images from nature and horticulture to help reshape 
the reader's prayer life. Blends the cycle of nature with 
the Church's sacramental cycle. 

£5.99 Paperback 0802845886 Eerdmans 


ALBAN BOOKS LTD, 79 PARK STREET, 

BRISTOL BSI 5PF TEL: 01 17 9277750 FAX: 0 1 1 7 9272785 
E-Mail: sales@albanbooks.com 
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CROWMARSH FLOWER FESTIVAL 

The annual Crowmarsh Flower Festival will be held on 
Saturday & Sunday June 5th and 6th 1999 from 10-6pm on 
Saturday and 11 -6pm on Sunday at Crowmarsh Gifford Church 
Flower arrangements on the theme of 'Famous Men' 
Refreshments, cakes and produce 
Music by 'Sounds Nice’ and recitals on the Otgan 
Songs of Praise: Sunday 6pm with the Roke & Benson band 
Family Praise: Sunday 10am 
For further details please contact Heather Thorn 

01491 835492 



KENT 

For Sale 

Please contact: Richard Jones 

01304 215175 


Hovo you boon disappointed over 

OBERAMMERGAU 
2000 PASSION 
PLAY tickets? 

Christian Tours can help! 
Individuals or groups call 

0800 13 70 28 


FUNDRAISING? 
LOOKING FOR SOMETHING NEW? 
SPRING FLOWER BULBS FOR 
RE-SALE 

Quality Daffodils, Tulips, 
Hyacinths, Crocus and many 
others. Give lasting pleasure and 
make good profits. 

Send for details: 

B & E. R. Chappell (DP) 
Fengate Road, West Pinchbeck 
~ ■ ■* Lines PE11 3NE 
Tel: 01775 640381 


o . Cbo/ Cnoc a' Chalmain is a peaceful 
0/ * retreat house located on the 
beautiful and sacred Isle of 
Iona in the Inner Hebrides of 
Scotland. 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved in a 
small oratory here. 

Full-board: £30 per day 
Tel / Fax: 01681 700 369 
Charity No: ED 621 91 MEB 







NewStart 


RINGING IT IN 

O ne group of people who have been get- 
ting ready for the coming of the third 
Christian Millennium for many years are bell 
ringers. The challenge of having every bell in the 
country rung to welcome the year 2000 is a 
considerable one. Money has been needed to 
ensure that every belfry is safe for ringing and 
more ringers have had to be recruited and 
trained. 

The achievement of the Oxford Diocesan 
Guild of Bell Ringers has been considerable. In 
25 towers improvements and repairs have 
been made and new bells cast and installed and 
are starting to ring again after many years of 
silence. Some fundingTias come from lottery 
grants but as much has been raised locally to 
make sure that the bells will ring out their wel- 
come to the Millennium and to worshippers. 

Barry Cowper, Secretary of the Guild, tells 
me that they have had a good response to the 
call to train more ringers, and membership has 
gone up from 2200 to 2400 - but more are 
needed. Time is getting short because change 
ringing as performed in England cannot be 
learnt in a few hours, but there is still time for 
others who would like to learn and take part. If 
you do not know who is in charge of your local 
tower contact Mr Cowper (0 1 494 725566). 

Many towers will be ringing at the midnight 
hour on December 3 I . However the main 
challenge, whether your church has one or 1 2 
bells, is that they should ring for 1 5 minutes at 
midday on Saturday January 1 , 2000 to invite 
everyone to a short informal service in every 
church at 1 2. 1 Spm.Thc suggested form of the 
service (based on the Lord's Prayer) will be 
published in the second book of Millennium 
Worship due out in July. 

Millennium on line If you are a user of the 
World Wide Web there are two sites in partic- 
ular you might like to visit for information 
about the Christian approach to the Millennium. 
The Churches Millennium Office on 
www.2000ad.org. will give you a lot of informa- 
tion about all aspects of the celebrations. 
Another site well worth visiting is that of the 
Christian Enquiry Agency 

(www.christianity.org.uk) with its Time Lord 
poster and information about the Christian 
faith. It also offers links to other organisations 
concerned with promoting the Christian faith. 

Candles Some churches which got their can- 
dle orders in early have received their supplies. 
They are being delivered in two boxes - one 
containing 500 candles and the other the hold- 
ers. We hope that everyone will have at least 
some candles available, but please do not delay 
too long in ordering. Order forms can be 
obtained from me, Canon Derek Palmer 1.24 
Bath Rd Banbury OXI6 OTR (0 1 295 26820 1 ). 

Derek Palmer 
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About the photographs (top) The Revd 
Alan Johnson of the LangtreeTeam 
Ministry, and Mrs Jean Greenaway of 
Stoke Row founded the rally 1 5 years 
ago. Here they admire a vintage steam 
lorry being prepared for the rally, (middie) 
A demonstration of a steam-powered 
saw milt, supervised by Robin Greenaway 
is always one of the highlights. 


Don’t miss the July/August DOOR 

• 200 years of CMS: its roots in 
this Diocese and a chance to 
catch up with some holy camels! 

• DOOR 1 999 church tea guide 
(final date for entries June 6) 

• The DoorPost: lots of things to 
do in Berks, Bucks and Oxon this 
summer. 



90 Corn Street, Witney, Oxon, 0X8 7BU 

Antiques & Victoriana Bought and Sold 

Telephone: Witney (01993) 705026 
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HISTORY • HERITAGE • FAITH 

PORTUGAL & 
SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA 
THE HOLT LAND 

for brochure and 
Parish Pilgrimages 

Contact Nick Oliver 

flon gwood 

M O Llllo AYS 

3 Bourne Court, 

Southend Road, Woodford Green 
IG8 8HD. 


w 

Tel: 0181 5519988 

2199 

ABTA 

V6754 

Fax: 0181 5517891 


All Saints Church, 
Wokingham 
Director of Music 


t 


All Saints Wokingham is a thriving town centre parish with a 
strong musical tradition. It has a fine Copeman Hart 3 manual 
organ, an RSCM Guild choir which undertakes an annual 
cathedral week, and a music group of instrumentalists and 
singers. RSCM rates and fees are paid, and there is financial 
support for the music programme. Due to the transfer 
abroad of the current Director, it seeks a Director of Music 
to join the team at All Saints. 

The Role The Individual 


• to lead and develop the 
musical support of 
worship 

• to train and direct the 
choir 

• to play the organ 


•An experienced musician, 
organist and choir 
director 

• An effective team player 

• A practising communicant 
member of the Church of 
England 

For further details please apply to: 

The Revd. David Hodgson 
All Saints Church Parish Office, Norreys Avenue, 
Wokingham RG40 IUE.01 18 979 2797 
Website: www.allsaintswokingham.org.uk 

Applications to be received no later than 1 8th June 1 999. 
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Full steam ahead! 


LangtreeTeam Ministry’s Stoke Row Steam Rally is an unusual 
way of raising money and provides an opportunity for evangelism 

nearest available site. 

‘People from other parishes often ask 
me how you set about organising an event 


airs, festivals and jumble sales are 
good ways of raising money - but 
the Langtree Team Ministry in 
South Oxfordshire have gone one better 
- they organise a Steam Rally! From small 
beginnings, their Stoke Row Steam Rally 
has grown into a national event, with 
nearly 250 vintage exhibits from traction 
engines and heavy lorries to motor cycles 
and stationary engines. Five thousand 
visitors a year, from as far afield as 
Somerset and Kent, flock to their event. 

This year’s rally on June 5/6 marks a mile- 
stone in the rally’s history. It is moving to a 
new site seven miles away from the village 
of Stoke Row where it first began. Its new 
site is' the Donkey Field on the 
Mapledurham Estate, off the A4074 Reading 
-Crowmarsh-Oxford road, three miles north 
of Reading. The field is on the banks of the 
River Thames, just by the historic 
Mapledurham House, its church and water- 
mill. The rally will be ‘going green’ by 
offering discounts to visitors who arrive at 
the site by boat, or by river launch. 

Green rally with discounts for 
those who arrive by boat 

It was 15 years ago that Jean Greenaway of 
Stoke Row had the idea for a rally to raise 
funds for roof repairs at St John’s Church, 
Stoke Row. Jean’s family are all steam enthu- 
siasts. They drive their vintage vehicles to 
many rallies each summer, and their fellow 
enthusiasts were quick to support the new 
venture. At the time she never imagined 
how large the rally would grow. Now 25 
steam engines - including fairground 
engines and road-rollers - attend each year. 

For many years a local farmer provided 
land for the rally, but when he died last 
year the future of the rally became uncer- 
tain. At Christmas the rally committee 
were told that they must look for a new 
site. A public appeal was launched. Offers 
flooded in from as far afield as Oxford, 
Hambleden (near Marlow) and Sonning, 
near Twyford, but many of the sites were 
unfortunately too far for the traction 
engines to get to under their own steam. 
Mapledurham was chosen because of its 
natural attractions, and because it was the 


like this,’ says rally chairman Mark Casson. 
‘You need a big team of committed people. 
You spend about £6,000 up front, and then 
hope for good weather’. The rally has, in 
fact, endured some atrocious weather - last 
year it was one of the few events in the 
south to keep going through a ‘monsoon’. 
Field manager Richard Markham and com- 
mittee member John Stevens had to use a 
tractor to winch some of the heavier vehi- 
cles off the field, whilst cars were pushed 
out of the car park by the local venture 
scouts. But because of the goodwill the 
rally has built up with the community, it 
was still able to make a profit. 

The rally provides a wonderful 
opportunity for outreach 

The rally is promoted as a value-for-money 
‘family day-out’. A lot of families come 
from the neighbouring towns of Reading, 
Wallingford, Henley and Didcot. Peak time 
is Sunday lunchtiine. With so many visi- 
tors, there is a lively market for home-made 
cakes and jams, and for light refreshments 
- all supplied by members of the local 
churches and the local WI. Steam enthusi- 
asts are very fond of burgers and chips, and 
outside caterers are franchised to supply 
the hot food. 

In common with other leisure activities, 
steam rallies have become much more com- 
mercialised. However, Stoke Row is resisting 
the trend and intends to remain authentic. 
Its riverside location, nestling beneath the 
Chiltern beechwoods in South Oxfordshire, 
provides an idyllic setting, full of rural 
character, which the local organisers intend 
to preserve. The rally will continue to inno- 
vate, but only by adding more traditional 
activities to its programme. 

The ‘on-site’ service is on Sunday 
June 6 at II am 

The rally also provides a wonderful opportu- 
nity for outreach - an on-site church service 
at 11 o’clock on the Sunday morning pro- 
vides a blend of traditional and modern 
worship as befits an event of this kind. 

Mark Casson 


Love, Sex and Marriage 


David Winter’s 


What God has joined together, let no one separate* 

(Mark 10:9) 

June is the great month for weddings. Pass a village church on a Saturday 
in June and the chances are you will see the signs - parked cars, fancy 
hats, men in suits . . . and a worried vicar trying to think what to say to 
the happy couple. It doesn’t help that Jesus said so little about marriage 
(or sex, for that matter). Perhaps he didn’t need to. He lived in an almost 
obsessively strict society, where those who departed from conventional 
sexual morality were treated as moral outcasts, not admired for their 
colourful lifestyles. It was those ‘moral outcasts’ whom Jesus made the 
focus of his ministry, so that the complaint went up, ‘This fellow wel- 
comes sinners and eats with them’ (Luke 15.2). And so he did. 

Yet for Jesus the divine principle was absolutely clear, no matter how 
distorted by the self-righteous religious teachers of his day: one man, 
married to one woman, for life. In fact, he set before his disciples stan- 
dards that they regarded as beyond human attainment. ‘If such is the 
case of a man with his life’ (that is, that he may not divorce her and 
marry another), they objected, ‘it is better not to marry*. His reply was 
revealing: ‘Not everyone can accept this teaching, but only those to whom 
it is given’ (Matthew 19:10,11). In other words, the children of the king- 
dom would be expected to set themselves higher goals than those who 
were as yet outside it. Those goals might seem impossibly high, but they 
stood as the standards of God himself, and Jesus would not water them 
down to win public approval. 

But, typically, he always held out the possibility of forgiveness and a 
new start. With Jesus there are no hopeless or irredeemable cases. 
Absolute standards of purity, and absolute, unjudging love for those who 
fail to meet them come together in the Son of God. 

Adapted from Canon David Winter's book, Message for the Millennium (BRF, £5.99). 
David Winter is a minister in the Hermitage Team Ministry in Berkshire. 
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FESTIVAL 


U ZT 29th, 30th & 31st May 

at 

Littlecote House 


Marquee 

Vj, Craft Marquee 
' Balloon Flights 
Rural Crafts 
Music 

Arena Events Chilton Foliat. Junction 14 M4 


Duck Racing 
Classic Cars 
Circus Workshops 
Icelandic Horses 
Helicopter Rides 
Floral Competition 
Dog Displays 


The Vikings of Middle England 
Battles & Viking Village 

Open 10.00-5.30 each day 
Entrance: Adults £4.00 OAPs £3.50 Children £1.00 
Accompanied under 12 free 
Charity Supported: Breakthrough Breast 

'Organiser BURLYN EVENTS LT 
01635 867904 


TUESDAY 8 - SATURDAY 12 JUNE 



Based on the book 

by E B WHITE 

Dramatised by 
Joseph Robinette 

Directed by 

Chris Wallis 
Designed by 
Susie Cad cuff 


A great night out for all the family' 

City Ufa 

It is among those dassic tales with 
a rare ability to live on into adulthood' 

Wntera Mai . 


Charlotte's a spider) Wilbur's a pig. Both live in 
the bam at the Zackcrmaa's form, along with 
a8 the other animals. They <aa folk, naturally. 
Bat what rrndces Charlotte sperid is — she's a 
spider who cm write! I 

Wilbur is happy at the Zuckerman's. 

Until he discovers they're fattening him 
up' for the dlnoer tablet Ho enlists Charlotte's 
amazing writing talent to save Ids bacon. 

In doing so he learns about love and friendship 
oad bravery - and ibe two win a great victory. 


PERFORMANCE TIMES 

Tues 7pm, Wed & Thors 1 0.30am 
& 7pm and Sat 1 Ian, 2.30pm & i 

PRICES 

Adults £10.00, Children £7.00 
Groups of 20 or more £4.00. 
OAF's, UB40, Advantage Cards £1 


Theatre Royal, Thames Street, Windsor SL4 IPS Tel: 01753 863444 Fax: 01753 831673 



The Tyndale Society 
TWO DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY 


Saturday 19th Tune. 1999 
a one-day seminar called 

Tyndale Into a New 
Millennium 
at the British Library. 

Price £10.00. * 

Wednesday 14 luly 1999 
visit to the Chained Library 
at Hereford Cathedral. 
Price: c.£7.00 

Details for both days from 
The Tyndale Society 
Tel: 01865 791515 


THE FRANCHISE YOU 
CAN RUN FROM HOME 

A Public Limited Company with a National Network of Franchisees is seeking 
to recruit a reliable, hard working person in your area, to provide a regular 
contract service to Transport Operators, mostly National Companies. 

There will be existing business in the territory, with a guaranteed minimum 
value. We vigorously pursue new contracts, on your behalf, building up to 
£850pw by the sixth month. Continuous marketing ensures further expansion 
by our Central Office. 

This Franchise is one of the most successful in the United Kingdom. 

* Exclusive Territory * Immediate Income 

* Comprehensive Training * Centralised Accounting 

* Established Contracts * Extensive Marketing 

* Day to Day Administration * Continuous Support 
The TOTAL COST of your investment £13,500 plus VAT 

Up to 66% Finance is available through Leading High Street Banks, subject to 
status. Written details on request. Typical APR 12.5%. 

If owning your own business under our umbrella were of interest to you, we 
would be pleased to send you a comprehensive business prospectus. 

We are full members of the British Franchise Association and Franchisor of 
the Year Finalists in 1993 and 1994 and WINNER in 1995. 

Telephone or write to 

THE FRANCHISE MANAGER,. 215 EAST LANE, WEMBLEY, 
MIDDLESEX HA0 3NG Telephone 01819 081234 


m 


We want to see 
the British Church 
in Retreat. 

The Wycliffe Centre is dedicated 
to helping Christians to 
"Be still and know that I am God." 

tM 

We would love to welcome you - 
especially families, but any group 
from 1-120. The Wycliffe Centre 
is situated close to the M40. 

m 

For more details contact: 

Conference Manager. The Wycliffe Centre. 
Horsleys Green. High Wycombe. Bucks HP14 3XL 
Tel: 01494 482521 


ST ANDREWS BOOKSHOPS presents 

EVANGELISM INTO 
THE 21ST CENTURY 

SATURDAY 3rd JULY 
Broadway Baptist Church, Chesham 
Cost £10.00 includes lunch & refreshments 

A day of insightful teaching and practical seminars on evangelism at the turn of the 
millennium. Ideal for anyone involved in outreach in the local church. The day will 
cover the following areas: 

• Today's culture and the unchurched view of the church 

• How are people becoming Christians today 

• How to use the creative arts in outreach 

• How to disciple new believers 

The day will have two streams. Firstly, a series of practical seminars on how to use 
the arts in outreach run by Chrysalis. Secondly, teaching on evangelism by the 
Bishop of Buckingham, The Right Revd Michael Hill and Stuart Pascal. 

MIKE HILL STUART PASCAL 

Mike Hill, the Bishop of Buckingham, Stuart Pascal has been Director of Evangelism 
has been involved at the forefront of the Studies at Moorland Bible College and a 
UK Seeker Service Movement and has Director of the Saltmine Trust. Stuart is 
written Reaching the Unchurched. His currently on the Evangelical Alliance Council 
insights in this area will be very practi- of reference and has teaching and leadership 
cal and helpful. input into Spring Harvest 


BOOKING FORMS CAN BE PICKED UP FROM ANY 
ST ANDREWS BOOKSHOP OR FROM THE CHRYSALIS 
ARTS TRUST BY PHONING 01494 865501 




KOSOVO CRISIS APPEAL 


WE HAVE TO RESPOND 
TO THIS CRISIS 


Ki®\wa 

Our volunteers and supporters are urgently 
collecting tinned food, bedding, camping 
equipment and clothes 

BUT WE HAVE TO KEEP THE 
RELIEF TRUCKS MOVING 

As it costs £3,700 to send one truck to 
the refugees, the urgent need is 


FUNDS FOR FUEL 


Please can we ask you to make a 
donation today? 
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For credit card 
donations you can call 


01903 529529 


Partnership for Growth 

a registered charity no 1069722 
A sister organisation to 
Link Romania 



KOSOVO CRISIS APPEAL 


YES I want to help to get aid to the Kosovo refugees 

Please accept my donation of £ payable to Kosovo Crisis Appeal 

Name 

Address 


Postcode 


or debit my VISA card No. 
Expirty date 


Signature . 


Please send any donations to: Partnership for Growth, Link House, 59/61 Lyndhurst 
Road, Worthing, West Sussex BN 11 2DB. 

Partnership for Growth - reg charity 1069722 Tick if receipt required [ 


Getting the aid directly into the hands off those in need 













Tit® 
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Are you an 
Appropriate Adult? 

Young people aged 
between 10-17 need an 
adult with them when 
they are questioned at a 
police station. Five local 
agencies - PACT, 

Thames Valley 
Partnership, Thames 
Valley Police, Reading 
Youth Justice Team and 
the BSR - are recruiting 
Appropriate Adults to 
attend police stations in 
the place of absent par- 
ents. Training given.If 
you can help, contact 
Yvette Gayford on 0118 
958 1861 or Jo Saunders 
on 012865 208213. 


Day of Prayer for the Arms Trade 
Sunday 20 June 

Organised by Campaign Against 
Arms Trade Christian Network. 
Information from Sam Perlo- 
Freeman, Christian Network Co-ordi- 
nator, 11 Goodwin Street, London N4 
3HQ.Tel: 0171 281 0297 


St Birlnus Pilgrimage 
Sunday 11 July with Bishop 
Kalllstos Ware 

Leaving Churn Knob, Blewbury at 1.30pm 
(12 miles) or Brightwell cum Sotwell at 
3.30pm (5 miles). Teas 4.30pm St Birinus- 
Catholic Church, Dorchester. 6pm 
process to Abbey. Ecumenical service 
6.30pm. Barbecue (inc vegetarian) and 
bar 7.15pm in the Cloister Garden. 

Details Canon John Crowe 01865 340007 
or Dorothy Godfrey 01865 340044. 


Evangelism in the 21st Century 

An evangelism training day with the 
Bishop of Buckingham and the Chrysalis 
Arts Trust. All-age entertainment at St 
Andrew's Bookshop, Great Missenden 
Saturday 3 July 9am-4.30pm 


Singer Nicky Matthews (left) and musician and 
singer Mandy Watsham are members of CAT - the 
Chrysalis Arts Trust, set up in 1 990 to bring 
Christianity to the unchurched. Together with other 
CAT members, they perform in pubs and clubs and 
minister through ‘friendship evangelism’, expecting 
to see barriers broken and people seeing 
Christianity as it. Find out more from Chrysalis Arts 
Trust, 78 The Broadway, Chesham, Bucks HP5 I EG. 
Tel: 01494 581 1 l5/fax:OI494 581 1 14. 


Millennium Banners Competition 

There is still time for schools, churches and other groups to 
enter Christian Ecology Link’s competition and produce a ban- 
ner on the theme of ‘Creation’. Closing date for entries June 
30, 2000. Judging will take place on October 15, 2000 at 
Wesley’s Chapel, London. Details from Revd John Miller on 
0118 966 8352 or email 106723.1623@compuserve.com 
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Memorial I 


Blcentenery of CMS 

26 June from 1 0am 

In Haddenham, Bucks 
World Fayre 10am in Village Hall. 
Country dancing on Church End 
Green 10.45am. Play about CMS 
11am, 12.15pm and 2pm in village 
hall. Choral music at St Mary’s 2pm. 
Celebration service 3pm led by Revd 
George Kovoor, speaker Revd Diana 
Witts, General Secretary CMS. 


Shelagh Brown Memorial Prize 

Entries are invited for the Shelagh Brown 
Memorial Prize for a 6,000-word essay on: 
‘Bringing the Bible Alive for Children 
under 11’. Entrants must be under 35. 
Closing date August 31. Prize £500. Details 
from the Bible Reading Fellowship, Peter’s 


- 1 Wav. Sandv Lane West. Oxford OX4 5HG. 


Hearing Dogs for Deaf People 
Family Fun Day Sunday 6 June 1 1 am 

Grange Farm, Haw Lane, Saunderton, Princes Risborough 
(A4010). Cossack horse trick riders. Capital Wings motorbike 
display team. Dog agility teams. Hearing dogs demonstra- 
tions. Fashion, magic,, line dapeing with dogs, 
course for visitors’ dogs! £2 entrance, QAP £1, accompanied 


Concert for Kosovo 

Wantage Parish Church 
19 June 7pm 
Top professional musi- 
cians from UK and 
Sweden perform choral 
and organ music. 

Features Byrd, Bach, 
Britten, Messiaen and 
Durufle. 100% ticket sales 
to Kosovo relief. Tickets 
£12/8/5 from 01235 771442 
or at Wessex Press, Mill St 
or Brett’s Pharmacy, 
Millbrook Square, Grove 
or on the door. 


LEADERS INTHEIRTIME 
TOWARDS THE FIRST 
MILLENNIUM 

Talks at St Giles, Oxford at 
12.30pm 

May 27: St Benedict w Dom 
Henry Wansborough 
June 3: St Gregory the Great 
and St Augustine of Canterbury 
w Prof Henry Mayr-Harting 
June 10: St Frideswide w Dr 
John Blair 

June 17: St Bede w Sister 
Benedicta Ward 




RESHAPING THE CHURCH FOR 
THE 21 ST CENTURY 

Study day at Oxford Centre for 
Mission Studies 
12 June 10.30am-4pm 
Speakers: Canon Dr Vinay Samuel, 
Revd Geoff Maughan, Dr Derek 
Tidball. Cost £5. Lunch £3. Details 
from OCMS on 01865 556071. 

Co-sponsored by Oxford Diocesan Advisory Group for 
Mission, English Lausanne Movement and Wycliffe Hall 


Conservation 
Sunday 6 June 

Oxford’s Christian environmental group Sage 
invites you to 10.30am Family Communion in 
the churchyard of St Clement’s Church, 
Marston Rd, Oxford. 12.30pm picnic. 1.30- 
3.30pm walk through the city. 

Details from Sage on 01865 727924 or the A 
Rocha Trust on 01387 710286, www.arocha.org 


Cottesloe Christian Training 
Programme 

June 10: Four women in early 17th 
century non-conformity. Speaker 
Marilyn Lewis. 7.45-8.45pm at Reach’s 
Meeting House, Winslow. £3. 

June 12: Those who teach and preach 
through the ages. Roy Weaver. 10am- 
lpm Wingrave Combined School, 
Twelve Leys. £5. 

June 16: The poetry of George 
Herbert. Speaker Revd Jo Stoker. 10am- 
2.30pm at Furze Hill, Ivy Lane, Great 
Brickhill. £4. 

June 22: Faith in the 21st century. 
Canon Vincent Strudwick and Canon 
John Fenton in dialogue. 8-9.30pm at 
Buckingham Parish Church. Suggested 
donation £2. (No need to book). 

Details: Canon Judy Rees, 15 Weston Rd, 
Great Horwood MK17 0Q.Q. 

Tel: 01296 713603. 


NATIONAL LEARNING 
DISABILITY 
AWARENESS WEEK 
20 - 27 JUNE 

Hold a tea-party and raise 
funds. Ring Mencap on 
0645 777 779 for a free 
party pack including tea 
bags and posters. Top 
regional fund-raisers win 
a year’s supply of tea! 


Young Adult Pilgrimage to Taize 
17-26 July 

Cost £160. Details Andrew Gear 
01865208253. 


[Newbury Area 
Christian Training 

Thu 10, 17 & 24 June: 

The Church’s Story 

Upper Room, Chievely Parish 
Church 7.45-9.45pm £9. 

Thu 1 July: 

Desert Fathers Come West. 

Lecture by the Rt Revd 
Dominic Walker, Bishop of 
Reading 

Church Centre, St Mary’s 
Shaw 8pm. £3. 

To book contact Phyllis Newson 
01635 869572. 


Mentor aYoung Person 

Six organisations, including local Youth Service and Social 
Services, the Probation Service and the Thames Valley Crime 
Intervention Service, are looking for people who could help guide, 
advise and support young people. To find out more call 01865 
557872 or write to the Mentoring Scheme, Youth Service, 
Macclesfield House, New Road, Oxford OX1 1NA. 




an you help Crusaders? 

Chipping Norton’s two Crusader 
groups need help. These Christian* 
interdenominational groups present 
the Christian faith to young people 
aged 11-18+ years. Leaders are urgent- 
ly needed for the 11-13+ group if 
they are to continue. Please contact 
David Radcliffe on 01993 831472 if 
you can help. 




Greenbelt Festival 20 July - I August 
Cheltenham Race Course 

Music, seminars, visual arts, litera- 
ture, theatre, film. Speakers inc 
Walter Wangerin, author of The Book 


Thames Valley Challenge 
Sunday 27 June 

Sponsored walk along the 
Thames Path raising funds for 
Children’s Aid Direct. Walks for 
all the family from Bourne End, 
Goring, Henley on Thames and 
Sonning Lock to Reading where 
there will be refreshments and 
entertainment. Details Deborah 
Hockham 0118 958 4000 or see 
www:\cad.org.uk 

Racing Ahead with 
Freestate 
27-30 August 

Santa Pod Racetrack (between 
MK and Northampton) 
Featuring Newsboys, All Star 
United, Iona, Kirk 
Franklinb, Shine and more. 

For 14-25-year olds 
Details www.freestate.org.uk 


Sea Sunday July 11 

Why not ask for a speaker from The Royal 
National Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen: 
0171 487 5101 


Development and Training in the 
Diocese of Oxford 

June 17: Together with Children. Jenny Hyson. 
7.45-9.30pm at Woodstock Methodist Church 
Hall. Fee £3. 

Seven weeks from June 7: Exploring the Old 
Testament. Revd Jane Maclaren. 7.30-9.30pm at 
Diocesan Church House. Fee £22/25; 

June 28: The Spirituality of St Francis w Revd 
Joanna Coney. 7.30-9.30pm Diocesan Church 
House. Fee £3. 

June 23: The duties of the sacristan.Barbara 
Doubtfire. 7.30-9.30pm. Church House. £3. 
Apply to Canon Barbara Doubtfire, Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey 0X2 ONB. Tel: 01865 208200. 


World Day of Prayer for Children at Risk 
June 5 
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‘Bringing the Bible Alive for Children 
under 11*. Entrants must be under 35. 
Closing date August 31. Prize £500. Details 
from the Bible Reading Fellowship, Peter’s 
Way, Sandy Lane West, Oxford 0X4 5HG. 

Tel 01865 748227. Email 
enquirie@brf.org.uk 


Grange Farm,*Haw Lane, Saunderton," Princes Risborough 
(A4010). Cossack horse trick riders. Capital Wings motorbike 
display team. Dog agility teams. Hearing dogs demonstra- 
tions. Fashion, magic,. lin,e dancing with dpgs, ptc.p.bstqfdg 
course for visitors’ dogsl £2 entrance, QAP £1, accompanied 
children and dogs free. Details: Fun Day Information, 
Hearing Dogs for Deaf People, The Training Centre, London 
Rd. Lewknor, 0X9 5RY. Tel: 01844 353898. 


Cheltenham Race Course 

Music, seminars, visual arts, litera- 
ture, theatre, film. Speakers inc 
Walter Wangerin, author of The Book 
of God and John Bell of the Iona 
Community. Details 0845 845 0021. 


Featuring Newsboys, All Star 
United, Iona, Kirk 
Franklinb, Shine and more. 
For 14-25-year olds 
Details www.freestate.org.uk 
or tel 01825 746523 


| House, North Hinksey 0X2 ONB. Tel: 01865 208200. I 

World Pay of Prayer for Children at Risk 
dune 5 

Petails from the Viva Network on: info viva.org 
or tel 01865 450800. 


What’s On is a free service for readers of The DOOR. If yon would like your event included on The DoorPost, send details in writing to the address below before the deadline: 15 June 1999 
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Services at Christ 

Church Cathedral 

Sunday Services: 8am Holy Communion, 
10am Matins and Sermon, 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist, 6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays: 7.15am Matins, 7.35am Holy 
Communion, 6pm Evensong (Thursdays 
or Major Feast Days 5.35pm Said 
Evensong and 6pm Sung Eucharist). 


MAY 

Sat 22- Sun 30 OXFORD Art Week 99 at the Ark-T 
Gallery, Crowell Rd.Tel 01865 773499. 

Sun 23 OXFORD Pentecost 99. Headington’s own Songs 
of Praise: hymns, music, interviews. 3.30pm All Saints 
Church, Lime Walk. Tea in church hall. All welcome. 
Thu 27 ASTON TIRROLD Keith Green leads a medita- 
tion at the Centre for Reflection 10am-12.30pm. Details 
Abingdon Christian Training Scheme 01235 847270. 

Fri 28 FINGEST (Hambleden Valley near Henley) healing 
service with laying on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion 10.15am. Details 01491 571231. 

Sat 29 - Wed 2 June BAMPTON Flower festival at St 
Mary’s 10am-5pm. Refreshments on BH Monday,. 

. Sun 30 MAIDS MORETON Healing service with praise 
and worship 6pm at St Edmund’s Church. All welcome. 

Sun 30 OXFORD University preacher at 10am: Susan 
Howatch. At Keble College. 

Mon 31 CLIFTON HAMPDEN Manor and gardens open 
2-5pm in aid of St Michael's Church. Teas, cakes, plants. 
Admission to gardens £2, children free. 


JUNE 

Tue 1, 8, 15 8i 29 BRACKNELL Pastoral Care and Human 
Development. Course on healing and reconciliation w 
Judi Shepherd. 8-10pm at St Andrew, Priestwood. £12.50. 
Details Roy Baxter, Reading and Bracknell Christian 
Training Programme 0118 987 4054. 


Wed 2 READING Choral Evensong. Cathedral-style 
Prayer Book Service 6.15pm. Sung by Reading Minster 
mid-week choir at Minster Church of St Mary the Virgin. 


Thu 3 READING Churchpeople’s luncheon club St 


Music in Reading 

Lunchtime organ 
music at the Minster 
Church of St Mary the 
Virgin, Reading at 
12.15pm. 

11 June Michael 
Brough of Holy Trinity, 
Sloane Square, 

London. 


25 June Cynthia Hall 
of St Mary’s Henley. 

2 July David Sidwell of 
Newbury. 

16 July Graham 
Ireland, music director 
Reading School. 

30 July Christine Wells 
of Hambleden Church. 
Free admission. 
Retiring collection. 


Laurence’s Hall, Abbey Square. l-2pm. £1.50. Speaker: 
Revd Dr Sean Winter: Baptists in Reading: past, present 
and future. To book contact Philip Wickens, 467 
Basingstoke Rd, Reading RG2 0JG. 

Sat 5 GREAT ROLLRIGHT Serendipity on Wind 7.30pm 
at St Andrew’s Church followed by buffet. Stowe Clarinet 
Quartet. Tickets £10 w supper, £5 concert only. Book in 
advance Christopher Turner on 01608 737359. 

Sat 5 & Sun 6 LILLINGSTONE LOVELL 16 gardens open, 
flower displays in 13th century church. Organ music 
and bellringing (visiting organists and bellringers invit- 
ed to play).Evensong Sunday 6.30pm. Rural arts & crafts 
exhibition. Teas in Village Hall. 12- 6pm. Admission 
£2.50. Tel: 01280 860449. 

Sat 5- Sun 6 MAPLEDURHAM Stoke Row Steam Rally. 
Details Mark Casson 01491 681483. See page 20. 

Sat 5 CLIFTON REYNES Street Fair 1.30pm with displays 
by the Vikings of Middle England. 

Sat 5 HAMBLEDEN Nicola andAlexandra Bibby piano 
duo 7.30pm at St Mary the Virgin. Tickets £7.50/Friends 
£6.50/ children £3 from Mrs CAllen 01491 574 652. 

Sat 5 PURLEY St Mary the Virgin is holding an Auction 
of Promises. Details 0118 941 7727. 

Sat 5 WINDSOR ‘Summertime’ concert of popular song 
from the 20s, 30s and 40s at Windsor Parish Church 
7.30pm with Anna Markland (piano) and the Royal Free 
Singers. Tickets £7/5 from Ann Ayres 01753 855173. 

Sat 5 - Sun 6 CROWMARSH Flower Festival 10am-6pm 
Sat and llam-6pm Sun at Crowmarsh Gifford Church. 
Flowers, refreshments, music. Songs of Praise 6pm 
Sunday. Details Heather Thorn 01491 835492. 

Sun 6 OXFORD University preacher: the Rt Revd and Rt 
Hon Lord Habgood at 9.55am University Church of St 
Mary the Virgin. (Seventh Bampton lecture: Varieties of 
Unbelief: the Presence of an Absence). 

Sun 6 OXFORD St John’s Home (St Mary’s Rd) Gardens 
open 2-5pm. PLant stall and teas. Admission £1.50, OAPs 
£1, children free. 

Mon 7 READING Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary 
Guild Office at St Matthew’s 8pm. All are welcome. 
Details David Gillman 0118 9598102. 

Fri 11 OXFORD Concert St Mary Magdalen 7.45pm. 
Anna-Louise Wood and Robert Rice perform songs from 
the shows. Tickets £10/£8 from the Oxford Playhouse 
(01865 798600) or on door. Details 01865 510566. 

Thu 10 - Tue 15 LINSLADE, Beds. St Barnabas 150th 
anniversary Festival with garden party (Sat at 2pm), 
Festival Communion 10am Sun with ^Bishop of 
Buckingham, and concerts with Heath Band, v Jazz band, 
Milton Keynes Chorale. Details 01525 371802. 

Fri 11 - Tue 15 WITNEY Event in a Tent. Revival Fire, 
leaders’ day conference, and Let the River Flow, River of 
God meetings with Ken Gott, Gerald Coates and Steve 
Thomas. Full details Stephen Thomas, Senior Pastor, 
Oxfordshire Community Churches, 01865 793003. 

Fri 11 - Tue 15 READING Flower festival St John 
Evangelist Church Rd, Woodley Concert 7.30pm on Sat 
12, and choral evensong 6.30pm on Sunday 13. Proceeds 
to Daisy’s Dream, charity supporting bereaved children. 
Details www.stjohnschurch.com or tel 0118 969 7956. 

Fri 11 EMMER GREEN Celebration of the 1549 
Communion Service on 450th anniversary of the first 
prayer book. 8pm at St Barnabas. Homily David Jasper. 


Sat 12 OXFORD Reading Dante’s Divine Comedy 
10.30am-lpm. Take copy of the text (Italian or English). 
£5 per session. Details Dr Ann Shukman 01865 310341. 

Sun 13 TYRINGHAM Fete at Woodyard Cottage 2.30pm. 
Regret not suitable for wheelchairs. 
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What’s On is a free service for our read- 
ers. We try to fit in as many requests as 
possible, but cannot guarantee that your 
entry will be included 


Wed 16 READING Choral Evensong. Cathedral-style 
Prayer Book Service 6.15pm. Sung by Reading Minster 
mid-week choir at Minster Church of St Mary the Virgin. 

Wed 16 EARLEY Mothers’ Union Worldwide day at St 
Peter’s llam-2.30pm. Tickets £3 inc lunch and child 
care. Details May Phillips 01189 264654. 

Wed 16 - Sat 19 READING Dr Neil Anderson of Freedom 
in Christ Ministries brings his special teaching and 
prayer ministry to those who want to be the people Jesus 
intended them to be. Break free of cynicism and disillu- 
sionment with the Church! Resolving Personal and 
Spiritual Conflicts: Wed, Thu and Fri 7.30-10pm and Sat 
9am-5pm. Advanced Seminar Thu and Fri 9am-5pm at 
Greyfriars Church. Details 0118 958 7369. 

Thu 17 OXFORD Council of Christians and Jews 
Random Harvest: the Novellas of Bialik with Professor 
David Patterson, of the Oxford Centre for Hebrew and 
Jewish Studies. 8pm at the Religious Society of Friends, 
43 St Giles. Details Elaine Kaye 01865 553917. 

Fri 18 OXFORD Concert by the Orchestra of St Mary 
Magdalen at the church7.45pm. Tickets £5/£3.50 from 
Oxford Playhouse (01865 798600). Details 01865 510566. 

Sat 19 WENDOVER Bring n Sing Vivaldi’s Gloria and 
Faurd’s Requiem. 2.30pm for 7.30pm performance at 
Memorial Hall, Wharf Road. £3. Just turn up. 

Sat 19 BIRMINGHAM Women Alive with Fiona Castle 
and Reona Jqly. Birmingham Christian Centre 2-5pm. 
Tickets £6 from Penny Stock, 01252 784712. 

Sat 19 - Sun 27 WOODSTOCK Festival and Arts and 
Crafts at St Mary Magdalene Church. Open daily 
10.30am-6pm, Sundays 2-6pm. 

Sat 19 SULHAMSTEAD Chuch fete 2-5pm at Folly Farm 
Gardens. Admission 50p. 

Sat 19 THE LEE Church fete 2-5pm on The Green. 
Donkey rides, bouncy castle etc. 

Sat 19 NASH Village fete 2.30pm. Classic cars, brass 
band. Teas. Cakes etc. 

Sun 20 MARSH BALDON Concert with Thames Consort 
6pm St Peter’s Church and later in the garden of Baldon 
House - bring a picnic! Details Laurence Attewill 01865 
343336 (evenings) or Marcus Braybrooke 01865 343478. 

Sun 20 OXFORD University preacher at 10am: the the 
Very Revd Dr John Simpson, Dean of Canterbury. 
University Church of St Mary the Virgin. 

Sun 20 SONNING Songs of Inspiration 6.30pm St 
Andrew’s. Details 0118 969 6308. 

Mon 21 - Wed 23 GLASTONBURY Fellowship of Prayer 
for Unity retreat at Abbey House. Conductor Revd John 
Walker. Contact A Scott, 99 Speedwell Crescent, 
Plymouth PL6 5SZ. 

Fri 25 FINGEST (Hambleden Valley near Henley) healing 


service with laying on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion 10.15am. Details 01491 571231. 

Sat 25 BEACONSFIELD Riding Lights Roughshod 
Theatre Company presents 'Going Overboard’ at the 
Beaconsfield School 7.30pm. Tickets £6, children £3 
from all Beaconsfield churches of 01494 676906. 

Sat 26 SHERINGTON St Laud’s Church Village fete 
2.30pm at the Village Hall. Bouncy castle, coconut shy, 
train rides, plants, cakes, preserves etc. Strawberry teas. 
Admission free. Details Ella Field 01908 610560. 

Sat 26 LITTLE MARLOW Patronal festival concert by 
VOCE, the Voices of Cambridge Ensemble and organ 
recital 7.30pm at St John the Baptist Church. Tickets 
£10/£7.50 from Janet Boyd 01628 521733. 

Sat 26 KIDLINGTON Fete in Rectory Garden at 19 Mill 
Street 2.30pm. Yarnton Band. 

Sat 26 OXFORD (St Mary’s Road). St John’s Home and 
Helen House Garden Fete 2pm. Stalls and Morris men. 
Sat 26 MILTON KEYNES Seminar: A total care package’ 
with Revd Doug Hiza and Muriel Huntley 9.30am-5pm at 
Milton Keynes Postgraduate Education Centre, Milton 
Keynes Hospital. £20 inc lunch. Aims: to understand how 
spiritual pain affects patients, relatives and staff; 
increased awareness when breaking sad news; greater 
insight into caring for oneself. Organised by Harmony 
House Christian Healing Centre. Details Dr L Davis, South 
Lodge, Newport Rd, Willen, MK15 9AA. Tel: 01908 233722. 

Sat 26 LAVENDON Fete 2pm Lavendon School. Bouncy 
castle, produce, cakes, games, raffles etc. 

Sat 26- Sun 27 CHURCH HANBOROUGH SS Peter & 
Paul patronal Flower Festival. Exhibition of paintings. 
Children’s activities. Teas. Sat: 10.30am-12.30pm and 
2.30-6pm. Sun: 12.30-5.30pm. Evensong 6pm. Details 
Rita King 01993 881873. 

Sat 26- Sun 27 WANTAGE Flower Festival To celebrate 
refurbishment of SS Peter & Paul. Sat church open 
10am-5pm. Gardens open in Priory Rd 2-5pm. Tour of 
church 3pm. Sun church open for visitors after 10.30am 
mass. Tower open 2-4pm. Gardens open Priory Rd and 
The Mead, Ham Rd (where Sir John Betjeman lived) 2- 
5pm with tea in garden. Hymns of Praise 6pm in church. 

Sun 27 CHOLESBURY Open gardens Day 2-5pm. Home 
produce, books plants, refreshments etc. Tickets £2.50 
(£1 under-14s) from Village Hall. Details 01494 758695. 

Sun 27 OXFORD Midsummer concert by North West 
London Orchestra. Garden Auditorium, St John’s College 
6.30pm. Tickets £40 inc wine and strawberries. Proceeds 
to Thembisa Trust. 01865 794004/558046. 



Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast with 
Hediey Feast on BBC Thames Valley, 
Sundays 6-9am on 95.2 and I04.IFM 


Sun 27 OXFORD University preacher at 10am: the Most 
Revd Jean-Marie Cardonal Lustiger, Archbishop of Paris. 
(St John Baptist’s Day sermon). University Church of St 
Mary the Virgin. 

Sun 27 HENLEY South Oxfordshire Mencap Society 
launch with boat cruise 10am; inauguration ceremony 
11.30am at Leichlingen Pavilion, followed by lunch. 
Meet at Mill Meadows. Details 01491 574891. 

Sun 27 FENNY STRATFORD Study tour of the churches 


2-5.30pm at St Martin’s. £5. Details Barbara Albone, 
Milton Keynes Christian Council, The Square, Aylesbury 
Street, Wolverton MK12 5HX. 

JULY 

Sat 3 TAPLOW St Nicolas’ summer fete 2pm in the gar- 
dens of Taplow rectory after barbecue at 1pm. Burnham 
Concert Band, school gym/dance display, sea cadets, 
scout stalls etc. Details Phil Taylor 01628 665616. 

Sat 3 OXFORD Apollo Consort and Singers at St Mary 
Magdalen Church 7.45pm from the Oxford Playhouse 
(01865 798600) or on door. Details 01865 510566. 

Sat 3 EASTHAMPSTEAD St Michael’s Church green and 
gold fete at 2pm. 

Sat 3 WOUGHTON o t GREEN Strawberry Fayre 3pm. 

Sat 3 - Sun 4 ARBORFIELD Flower festival at St 
Bartholomew’s Church 10am-6pm. Craft, music, drama. 
Details Cyndy Barson 0118 978 1787. 

Thu 8 OXFORD Council of Christians and Jews AGM fol- 
lowed by Clive Lawton: the Future of Jewish-Christian 
Dialogue. 7.30pm at St Andrew’s, Linton Rd. Details 
Elaine Kaye 01865 553917. 

Fri 9 - Sun 11 ASHLEY GREEN Flower festival in church 
with art exhibition and refreshments. 

Sat 10 EAST HENDRED Summer fete 2pm Snells Hall. 
Sat 24 - Sat 31 YORK Riding Lights Summer Theatre 
School at Queen Margaret’s School, Escrick.£290 all 
inclusive (bursaries of £100 available). Courses for 
teenagers and adults. Cook by June 24. Contact Antony 
Dunn 01904 655317. 

Sun 25 - Sat 31 CHICHESTER Youth Pilgrimage organ- 
ised by Oxford Diocese Affirming Catholicism Group 
walking 15 miles per day to Shrine of St Richard. £75 per 
person. Details Mike Shearan 01865 862748/Mike Cull- 
Dodd 01865 20498. Email cull_dodd@www.hotmail.com 


NOTICES 

St Nicholas’ Church, Hedsor, is open on Sundays in 
June, July and August from 2.3Q-4.30pm. 

Good home wanted for P275 electronic organ 
(Eminent-Bodegraven). Very good condition, Free - was 
given to church but cannot accommodate. Tel B Pearson 
on 01635 44577 or email acumen@zetnet.co.uk 

Copies of the English Hymnal and English Praise 
available. Please contact Revd Colin Randall 01993 
881270 or email carandall@argonet.co.uk 

Ministry to Prisoners 

Occasionally the Diocese receives 
requests from prisoners who would like 
to correspond with Christian people. 

They may be new to the faith and looking 
for support and encouragement, or 
maybe they want a link with the world 
outside prison. If you are interested in 
this demanding yet rewarding ministry, 
please contact the Bishop’s Chaplain, the 
Revd Dr Edmund Newell at Diocesan 
Church House on 01865 208221. 
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MINSTER 

PAVING 

MANUFACTURERS OF: 
Paving Slabs and 
Concrete Blocks and 
suppliers of Sand and 
Ballast. 

Quick delivery service. 
Trade and retail 
supplied. 

Telephone: 
01993 778242 


FOR SALE 


50 - Brown 
moulded 
plastic 
Stacking 
Chairs, as new 
£250 o.n.o. 

Ring: 

01865 

240940 


ST. STEPHEN’S 

UPPER BASILDON, BERKSHIRE 

DIRECTOR of MUSIC 

(part time) 

• Modem semi-rural church 

• Very wide range of modern and traditional 
worship 

• Choral and instrumental opportunities 

• Great potential for thriving all age worship 

• Good hourly rate. Limited hours per week. 

for job description apply to: 

CV Nicoll 01635 578995 
by June 30th 
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Temple 

Bookbinders 

Quality Bookbinders 
& Restorers 

Temple Bookbinders offer you 
traditional skills and craftsmen to 
meet your bookbinding needs 

16 Outram Road. Cowley. 
Oxford. 0X4 3PD 

For appointment call 0I86S 
45 1 940 - 1 0am-8pm 

E.mail: 

enouiries@Temple 

bookbinders.co.uk 

Website: 

www. Tern plebookbinders. 
co.uk 
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Sale of Church Furniture 

(subject to Faculty) 

St Aldate’s Parish Church. 40 Pembroke Street. Oxford 0X1 IBP 

Due to the re-opening of St. Aldate’s Parish Church (subject to 
faculty). We wish to dispose of various items no longer required by the 
church. Items to be sold include pews, alter linen, chairs, hymn books, light 
fittings, ecclesiastical and other furniture, small items and items of interest 
to the architectural salvage trade, 

For further details and a catalogue, contact 01865 244713 



LADIES & GENTLEMEN 
OVER SO 

Are you looking for a long-term 
companion/ partner, 
husband/wife. 

Then why not find out about others 
seeking the same, by ringing 

Breaking the Ice 
on 01993 775549 


NEW DAY 
INTRODUCTIONS 

1 

You could wait years to 
meet someone special 

or you could contact 
NEW DAY INTRODUCTIONS 
today and meet someone new 
by this time next week! 
Phone 

01706 224049 

email: SueNewOa@ari.com 


TOYS, MODELS & 
GAMES 

from an independent specialist 

/iPVLfTj MOST LEADING 

jMluny JF MAKES OF TOYS . 

• STOCKED INC. 

LEGO, MECCANO, BARBIE, BRIO, 
K’NEX & PLAYMOBIL 
RADIO CONTROL PLANES & CARS 
RAILWAYS SLOT CARS & ACCESSORIES 

Trinder Bros Ltd. 

Broad Street, Banbury 
Phene 91296 262546 / 251279 

Most credit cards accepted 


BQDIEQTE QPWSTERY 

Upholstery - Re-Upholstery and Repairs 
Banbury and Surrounding Areas 

Tel: 01295 252305 
0781 730150 


HARRIS MANCHESTER COLLEGE 

MATURE STUDENTS 


OPEN DAY 


Friday 25 June 1999 

Harris Manchester College is part of the University of Oxford, and is 
.dedicated to offering opportunities for students aged 25 and over to read 
for a variety of Oxford first and higher degrees. As well as the traditional 
BA in Theology, we can offer the modular Bachelor of Theology course, 
which can also be completed on a part-time basis. Come to our Open Day 
and see what we could do for you. 

For further information, write to Harris Manchester College, Mansfield 
Road, Oxford, 0X1 3TD or telephone 01865 271006 or e-mail to 
hmcinfo@sable.ox.ac.uk. 

Find us at: http://www.hmc.ox.ac.uk 


ROOM IN YOUR HOME? 

We are looking for host families to care for overseas pupils 
at boarding school during half-term and occasional week- 
ends. Excellent remuneration for full board and integration 
into family life. 

Please write or telephone for further details: 

GUARDIANS INTERNATIONAL, 35 GORDON ROAD, 
NORTH CHINGFORD, LONDON E4 6BT 
TEL & FAX 0181 523 8872 


Media, 

Religion 
and 
Culture 
Conference 

20-23 July 1999 - at the 
University of Edinburgh 
To investigate the evolving 
relationship between the 
media and various religious 
cultural contexts. 
Presentations and participation 
by practitioners, academics, 
students and interested people 
from all over the world. 

Speakers include: 

Jeremy Begbie, Wesley Carr, 
Anne Foerst, Gregor Goethals, 
Cees Hamelink, Richard 
Holloway, Stewart Hoover, Peter 
Horsfield, Hamid Mowlam, 
Mona Siddiqui. 

For further details, contact 
Sheena Carlyle 0131 650 8944 
Sheena.Carlyle@ed.ac.uk 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/-mrcconf 



EMMAUS BIBLE SCHOOL U.K. 


Adult Bible Study 

at home in your, 
own time. 

By correspondence, 
over 90 courses. 

Send for further details: 

CARLETT BOULEVARD 
EASTHAM, WIRRALL 
MERSEYSIDE L62 8BZ 
Tel. 0151 327 1172 
Fax. 0151 327 1592 


LOADES 

ASSOCIATES 

Professor David Loades 
& Mrs Judith Loades 

HISTORY - POLITICS 
- THEOLOGY 

Tuition in Central Oxford 
and Witney 

Tel: (01865) 201615 
FAX: (01993) 824129 

e-mail judith«history.u -neLcom 


SUNNINGWELL 
SCHOOL of ART 


The School offers 
professional tuition in a 
range of courses 
PAINTING (all media) 
DRAWING 
SCULPTURE 
POTTERY 

A wide range of summer 
short courses 


TELEPHONE 
01865 730442 




CAN YOU BE MY HOST FAMILY? 

Students from around the world require caring hosts - 
families, or single parents with or without children. Can 
YOU offer a home to a foreign exchange student waiting 
for news of his or her British " adopted * family? 

• Homes needed from summer 

• Students aged 16-18 

• Attend local schools 

• Choose the new member of your family 
from 21 different nationalities! 

For further details call NOW: 

London office staff on 0171 878 3540 

JgfJP Foundation for 
mjxj r Foreign Study 

One Student, One Family, a Thousand Memories | 




Leighton Park 
School 


OPEN MORNING 

Saturday 2nd October, 1 999 

• A co-educational boarding and day 
school for pupils aged 11-18 

• From September 1999 - no lessons on 
Saturday mornings and weekly, flexible 
boarding will be introduced 

• Distinctive ethos and sense of commu- 
nity rooted in the school's Quaker foun- 
dations. 

• High academic standards; pupils excel 
in sport, music, drama and the creative 
arts. 

• Entry at 1 1 +, 1 3+ and Sixth Form 

• Scholarships and bursaries available 


For further information, please contact: 
Nicola Jones, Registrar, 

Leighton Park School, 

Shinfield Road, Reading RG2 7ED 

Tel: 0118 987 9600 

Leighton Park Trust is a Registered Charity (No 
309144 which exists to provide education for 
boys and girts aged 11-18 


Champneys 


COLLEGE 


LEARNING FOR LIFE 

Champneys College offers full-time CIBTAC Beauty Therapy courses, 
leading to CIBESCO international qualificastions. The course includes a 
prescription Blending Aromatherapy Course. 

This unique fast-track scheme enables the student to leam a professional 
career within 11 months. We offer sponsorships and bursaries. Once 
qualified our students are offered employment at the Health Resort. 
Foundation courses are availble, part-tiome ITEC qualifications includes 
Anatomy & Physiology. 

In addition to this we have a number of CIBTAC part-time and full-time 
courses including unique to Champneys NEW HORIZONS specifically 
designed for those with family commitments. 

Also advanced graduate courses and training in holistic therapies. 

For further information and a prospectus please call us on 
01442 291333 or fax 01442 291334 

Successful Careers start at the top 
International College of Health 
Beauty 

Wigginton, Tring, Hertfordshire HP23 6HY England 
' Cjt Telephone 01442 291333 FAx: 01442 291334 
e-mail: college @champneys co.uk. 
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Brackley Dance Centre 

We are now offering a new tuition STAGE DOOR 

DRAMA ¥ ELOCUTION ¥ SPEECH ¥ SONG 
A younger group under 1 1 years 
An older group over 1 2 years 

Under the tuition of Pippa Phillips BA Hons., P.G.C.E., Dip H.L. 
Nichola Swash BA Hons.. Literature /Arts/ History - 
Post Grad Degree - TV & Film Writing 

Boys and girls need not be Dance Pupils 

A singing teacher will also be involved and the pupils, when ready, will 
aim to do a play or musical performed locally. 

★ ★AAA 

Details, or to book, ring ANN STEEDMflN 01295-760398 
www.webstert.free-online.co.uk 
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Burford School 

Cheltenham Road (A40), Burford, Oxon 
STATE SCHOOL 

Day and Boarding Students Aged 11-19 
Number of sixth form on role: 220 

Sixth Form 

We provide a wide range of academic, social, sporting and cultural 
opportunities as well as a relevant work experience package. You will be 
joining a friendly and supportive environment where great emphasis is 
placed on the quality of teaching and learning. 

We can offer: 

• 21 A level subjects 

• 10 AS level subjects 

• 4 GNVQ courses 

• a one year Applied Business Skills course 
Our Sixth form facilities include: 

• An excellent library with Internet access 

• A dedicated ICT centre with high quality hardware and software 

• En Suite Careers and Higher Education office/library 

• Two large private study rooms 

• A spacious Common Room with TV/Video, Stereo and Vending Machines and 
Student Telephone 

And much more 

Tel: (01993) 823303 for more information 



Minster 



Micros 


For New and Second User 
Computer Systems 
tailored precisely to your needs 

u Prices start from £290 all inclusive" 
Systems Complete SVGA Monitor, 
Keyboard and Mouse, 

Repairs and Upgrades'* 

For more information call Minster Micros on 
01993 709511 


CHILDREN 

WANTED!!! 

For Disco, Ballet, Drama, Baby & 
Toddler Fun! 

At 

THE MILL, Banbury 

, and 

The YOUTH CENTRE, Adderbury 
Enq: Gina Marshall 

Tel: 01295 268619 
Mobile: 07808 280880 


Bicester Sixth Form 

A Levels (2 year courses) 

Art Biology French 

Design Chemistry History 

P.E. German Maths 

English Literature English Language Physics 

Geography Theatre Studies Religious Studies 

Textiles Music Business 

Psychology I.T. 

General National Vocational Qualifications 

Advanced business (2 year course) 

Intermediate Business (1 year course) 

Intermediate Leisure & Tourism (1 year course) 
Intermediate Health & Social Care (1 year course) 
Intermediate Manufacturing (1 year course) 

Intermediate I.T. (1 year course) 

Additional Qualifications, available through the 
Adult Education Programme (evenings) 

Psychology A Level (40 weeks) 

Law GCSE (30 weeks) 

Italian GCSE (30 weeks) 

Spanish (30 weeks) 

Registration Days: 

Thursday 26th August, Tuesday 7th September 


Please contact John Hughes, 
Director of Sixth Form 
for details on 01869 243331 
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Association for Steiner- Waldorf Education 
Mill LaneT Padworth, 

Nr. Reading 

Co-educational Day School 

with kindergartens 
at Mill Lane 

and Christchurch Gardens, Reading 

Children from 3 to 13 


Do you want your child to develop their 
heart and hands as well as their head? 

Do you want an education for your child 
which is truly different, where music, 
movement and art are an integral part of the 
curriculum? 


Phone 0118 971 4471 

for prospectus and further details 













